y FLORIDA ATLANTIC

UNIVERSITY

‘ederal Depository  gps
Library Program =~ — %
> C * h - ‘
Federal Government information is made available
for FREE public use in Federal depository libraries
located throughout the United States and its
territories. ANYONE can visit Federal depository
libraries and access the collections
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Freedom can exist only in the
society of knowledge. Without
learning, men are incapable of
Knowing their rights.

Mission: Provide free,
ready, and permanent

Government Information and Maps 2.0:
The Next-Gen Platform for Government Maps & Information

Lawrence J. Mello, Jr. - Government Documents Coordinator — Imello@fau.edu
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Keeping America Informed

Federal Government information is made available for FREE public use in Federal Depository libraries located throughout
the United States and its territories. As the only member of the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) in Palm Beach
County and the Treasure Coast, the FAU Libraries' Government Information and Maps Department works to make
government resources available to the FAU community, citizens of the 22nd Congressional District, and the people of South

Florida.
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Lawrence Mello

| Email Me

Assistant University Librarian

Contact:

Government Information and Maps
Coordinator & Instruction and

Engagement Department
S.E. Wimberly Library, LY 149

If you like a Research Consultation
you can schedule a Webex or Zoom
appointment with me!

(Flag icon below links to the
Consultation Request Form)
561-297-4536
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Google Analytics was pivotal in driving support for the project and
informing decisions for the website and Subject Guides.

Analysis of the past two years revealed

* Very low usage rates
* No metadata in the old design

As a result, we incorporated new metadata to enhance web optimization.

S. E. Wimberly Library

A team is a group of people with different
abilities, talents, experience, and backgrounds
who have come together for a shared purpose.

Despite their individual differences, that
common goal provides the thread that defines
them as a team.
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Project Initiation

*Assembled an "A-Team" & emphasized the
project’'s importance to the FAU Library and the
value of each member's skills. Pitch it to the Dean.

Project Approval and Kickoff

*After receiving approval from the Dean, an initial
meeting was held to introduce team members,
outline roles, and present the project timeline.

Project Execution

*Conducted bi-weekly one-hour meetings to
maintain focus on goals, address questions, and
gain insights into tasks. Successfully completed the
project on time.

MY TEAM

 Lawrence Mello (Government Documents
Coordinator): Team Leader, Content
Creator, Subject Guides

* Yom Chouloute (Computer Applications
Specialist): Website Design

* Alethea Perez (Record Sound Archives
Manager): Web Optimization, Google
Analytics, Creative

* Alexis Broussard (Community Engagement
Coordinator): Digital Content Promotion
and Upload

 Dawn Frood (Collections Specialist

Librarian): Collection Page Design and Build
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Hours of Operation
Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

or concerns about this process please let us know.

[ Contact Info

To search for materials, please see
the Government Documents Collection or

the FAU Libraries Catalog, For government
resources, visit our Government Information
and Resource Research Guide.
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Browse our Collections

Within the Government Information and Maps Department, we manage a wide range of collections, encompassing U.S. Federal
Government Documents, Florida Government Documents, Assorted Maps, and Government Information and Resources Subject
Guides. These collections serve as the bedrock for keeping our citizenry informed and fostering democracy. They also play a
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crucial role in supporting cultural and educational initiatives aimed at enriching the FAU community and beyond. Library.and Beyond
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More Government Contact:
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For a research consultation click on the
flag icon below.
561-297-4536

Democracy is not just a right; it is a responsibility. - Thomas Paine "

Social:

We ensure Democracy through f

Mission, Access, and Literacy

The Government Information and Maps Department at Florida Atlantic University Libraries is responsible for actively promoting
democracy by ensuring citizens are well-informed, supporting academic research, and encouraging civic engagement. It enables
individuals to make informed decisions and engage effectively in the democratic process by providing access to government
information, resources, and a trained government documents librarian. Through its commitment to knowledge, nurturing an open
dialogue, and adapting to the needs of the library aqd‘iom ir y
Department stands as a vital instiiutfor

LITERACY

THE GOV. DOCS. LIBRARIAN

AUGUST 17, 2024

Hi there! I'm Lawrence J. Mello, Jr., though you can
just call me the Gov. Docs. Librarian at the S.E.
Wimberly Library, Florida Atlantic University. My
path to this role has been anything but typical—
shaped by a mix of military service, academic
adventures, and a genuine passion for helping
others navigate the often-confusing world of
government information.

Before | found my calling in the library world, | served as a Navigational Electronics
Technician in the U.S. Navy aboard the Trident Submarine USS Henry M. Jackson.
My time in the Navy, especially earning my Submariner Warfare Pin, taught me

lessons in professionalism, discipline, and teamwork that | bring to FAU every day.

On the academic side, | earned a Master of Science in Library Science with a focus
on E-Government and Digital Government from the University of Maryland. | also
hold a master’'s and a bachelor's degree in history from FAU—my_alma mater.
These experiences deepened my love for historical context and gave me the tools to

dive deep into analyzing and interpreting government documents.

At FAU Libraries, | lead the Government Information and Maps Department. Our
mission? To promote democracy by ensuring everyone in our community has access

to our vital resources, from federal and state documents to maps and government
datasets. I'm especially passionate about making these resources accessible and
helping students, faculty, and our local community find exactly what they need.
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(SFWMD), allowing me to connect academic insights with real-world applications.

My interests in librarianship include government information access, digital literacy,
and fostering partnerships between government agencies and academic libraries. I've
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presentations, focusing on topics such as e-government and reference services.

At FAU Libraries, we are committed to empowering our community through access to
government information. | believe informed citizens are the backbone of a healthy
democracy. I'm here to help everyone make the most of their available resources.

After all, as Thomas Paine said, “Democracy is not just a right; it is a responsibility.”
I'm excited to play a part in fostering that responsibility and helping others engage with
the information that shapes our society.

Feel free to reach out if you have any gquestions or need assistance!

A We are working to upgrade the research experience by making ongoing improvements to our Research Guides.

o® You may encounter changes in the look and feel of the Research Guides website along with structural changes to our existing guides. If you have any questions

FAU Libraries ' LibGuides ' Government Information and Resources Research Guide at FAU Libraries ' Welcome to the world of Government Information and Maps

Government Information and Resources Research Guide at FAU Libraries Search

"In these materials is democracy in all its redundancy, politics in its unsteady wanderings between the ridiculous and the sublime, the

sum of our intellectual curiosity, our greed, our genius, and our stupidity; our search for facts, for justice, for advantage. Here, in short, is

Prof. Wayne Fields, from an address he gave upon the 100th-anniversary celebration of the federal depository at Washington University

in St. Louis in 2006. Professor Fields spoke on the importance of government documents in his university research and teaching (as an

Welcome to the Government and Maps Information Subject Guide

Embark on a journey of discovery with the Government and Maps Information Subject Guide, meticulously curated by the FAU Libraries'
Government Information and Maps Department. Begin exploring the Government Resources homepage, where you'll discover links to
federal, state, and international sources. Explore USA.gov and Ben's Guide to understand government operations and legislative processes.
Delve into the Catalog of Government Publications (CGP) for an extensive inventory of print and digital resources. Local holdings can be
found through a search in the FAU Libraries Catalog. Utilize the SuDoc classification system to navigate government documents.

Experience seamless access to GPO electronic resources through the newly launched govinfo platform.

Since 1963, the S.E. Wimberly Library has proudly been part of the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP), ensuring public access to
government information in accordance with Title 44 of the United States Code. Our commitment to providing unrestricted access to essential

government resources underscores our dedication to supporting research, education, and civic engagement.

The guide's curated collection explores a diverse range of federal, state, and international government resources. Delve into critical sections
of the guide, including "Discover Florida Resources,” "Primary Government Documents,” and "Government Datasets and Statistical Data,"

each offering valuable insights and resources to support your research endeavors.

Located within the West Wing of the S.E. Wimberly Library, the Government Documents Physical Collection is accessible to the public

during regular library hours. Visit our library to explore our collection of government publications and access the wealth of knowledge they

Our knowledgeable librarians and Government Documents Coordinator are available for personalized assistance or research
consultations to guide your research journey. You can visit the Government Information and Maps Department or schedule a consultation to

receive expert guidance and support tailored to your needs.

Unlock a world of knowledge and exploration with the Government and Maps Information Subject Guide. Start your journey today and

discover the wealth of resources awaiting you within the FAU Libraries' expansive collection of government information and maps.

Operating Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Contact Information: Phone: 561-297-4536
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