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Overview 

• Major accomplishments in 2014-2015 

• Thesaurus Update 

• Changes to the Selection Policy 

• New Fields 

• New ERIC Topic Pages 

• Q&A 



2 

About ERIC 

About ERIC 

Peer 
Reviewed, 
Full Text 

2% 

Peer Reviewed, 
No Full Text 

50% 

Not Peer 
Reviewed, Full 

Text 
20% 

Not Peer 
Reviewed, No 

Full Text 
28% 

1.58 Million Records 
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ERIC Usage 

• 110,000 page views a day 

• 500,000 full text documents downloaded a 
month 

• Add 4,000 new records to our collection a 
month 

Current Mix of Records* 
48,556 records 

Full Text, Peer 
Reviewed 

17% 

Full Text, Not Peer 
Reviewed 

54% 

No Full Text, Peer 
Reviewed 

6% 

No Full Text, 
Not Peer 
Reviewed 

23% 
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ERIC’s Users 

Key ERIC Users 

• Librarians 

• Students 

• Researchers 
Academics 

• Teachers 

• Principals Educators 

• Parents 

• Community Members General Public 

• Boards of Education 

• Elected Officials and their staffs  Policymakers 
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ERIC Search 

See our video 
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ERIC Online Submission 

Online Submission System 

• The Online Submission System launched in 
August 2014 

• 822 submissions have been published– 88 of 
them as part of the Public Access policy  
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ERIC Online Submission 

New Sources in ERIC 

• We have had two source reviews this year to 
add new material to ERIC 

• Priority is given to peer-reviewed materials 
that will allow us to index their full text, either 
immediately or after an embargo 

• If you have suggestions for new sources, 
please email us at ERICRequests@ed.gov  

mailto:ERICRequests@ed.gov
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Adding Full Text 

• We are negotiating with publishers to allow us 
to display their full text, either immediately or 
after an embargo 

• 1/3 of our searches are for full text and it is 
the most frequent help desk request 

• We prefer this to direct links because links 
often break as websites are redesigned 

Videos and Webinars 
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Save and Export Searches 

Identifiers Field 

• The identifiers field has information about 
location, policy, and  measures 

– What work has been done in Tennessee on reading? 
Search ‘reading identifier:Tennessee’. 

– What studies have used the FCAT as a measure of 
achievement? Search ‘identifier:"Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment Test"’ 

– Are there any studies that use the Woodcock Johnson 
assessment in Indiana? Search ‘identifier:"Woodcock 
Johnson Tests of Cognitive Ability" identifier:"Indiana"’ 

 

http://eric.ed.gov/?q=reading+identifier:tennessee+
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=reading+identifier:tennessee+
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=reading+identifier:tennessee+
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:"Florida+Comprehensive+Assessment+Test"
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:"Florida+Comprehensive+Assessment+Test"
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:"Florida+Comprehensive+Assessment+Test"
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:"Woodcock+Johnson+Tests+of+Cognitive+Ability"+identifier:"Indiana"
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:"Woodcock+Johnson+Tests+of+Cognitive+Ability"+identifier:"Indiana"
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:"Woodcock+Johnson+Tests+of+Cognitive+Ability"+identifier:"Indiana"
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:"Woodcock+Johnson+Tests+of+Cognitive+Ability"+identifier:"Indiana"
http://eric.ed.gov/?q=identifier:"Woodcock+Johnson+Tests+of+Cognitive+Ability"+identifier:"Indiana"
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Improving the identifier field 

Identifiers 

Measure 

Location 

Policy 

Improving the Identifiers Field 

• Standardizing Language: 

Higher 
Education 

Act 

Higher 
Education 

Act 

Higher 
Education 

Act of 1965 
Higher 

Education 
Act 1965 
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Thesaurus Update 

Thesaurus Update 

• The thesaurus is the backbone of ERIC– it is 
how we index our content  

• ERIC uses a combination of manual and 
machine-assisted indexing to ensure high 
quality indexing 

• We update the Thesaurus once every 5 years 
to capture changes in terminology, outdated 
words, and new concepts  
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How we are updating ERIC 

• High level of literary warrant (more than 1000 
occurrences in ERIC) 

• High level of need (user requests  and multiple 
indexer requests) 

• Promotes indexing consistency 

• Reflects the language of ERIC users 

• Brings the Thesaurus into compliance with the 
ANSI/NISO standard 

 

Examples of changes 

• Adding “Common Core State Standards” 

• “Mental retardation” is now “intellectual 
disability” 
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For more information 

• Download the new thesaurus at: 
http://eric.ed.gov/?download 

 

• Watch our webinar on the process at: 
http://eric.ed.gov/?multimedia  

Changes to the ERIC Selection Policy 

http://eric.ed.gov/?download
http://eric.ed.gov/?download
http://eric.ed.gov/?download
http://eric.ed.gov/?multimedia
http://eric.ed.gov/?multimedia
http://eric.ed.gov/?multimedia
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Government 
Documents 

Reports 

Journal 
Articles 

Conference 
Papers 

 

 
2004: Peer 
review for 

journals and 
IES published  

products 

2013: Peer 
review status 
for grantee 

funded journal 
manuscripts 

2016: Peer 
review status 

for… 
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Selection Decision 

High 
quality 

research? 

Free Full 
Text? 

Peer-
reviewed? 

Proposed Changes 

ERIC recognizes the following types of peer review: 
 
• Blind, or Anonymous Peer Review – Content is reviewed by 

external reviewers and the author’s identity is unknown to 
the reviewer. A double-blind peer review process is where 
both the reviewer and the author remain anonymous 
throughout the process.  
 

• Expert Peer Review – Content is reviewed by internal or 
external reviewers, and the author’s identity may or may 
not be known to the reviewer. 
 

A peer review process employing at least two reviewers with 
scholarly affiliation is preferred. Internal, editorial reviews are 
not recognized by ERIC as an accepted type of peer review.  
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Proposed Changes for Approved 
Sources 

• For journals, the peer review designation is 
determined at the journal level and applied to 
all ERIC records created for the source. 

• For non-journal publishers, the peer review 
designation may be assigned to ERIC records 
for all of their content, or to records created 
for a specific series or type of publication (e.g. 
conference papers).   

 

Proposed Changes to the Selection 
Policy 
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What is the impact? 

• Approximately 100 new records marked as 
peer-reviewed 

• Peer reviewed grey literature would appear in 
search results as well as journal records 

• Elevate the status of grey literature 

ERIC Topic Pages 
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Topic pages 

• We have been working on 15 topic pages on a 
wide variety of education issues. They contain: 

– Wikipedia style overview on the topic, written by 
subject matter experts, with links to ERIC articles 
as citations 

– Link to key Thesaurus terms 

– Suggested resources in the ERIC collection for 
more information 

Topic Pages 
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Restoring microfiche 

• We are re-digitizing microfiche that is of high 
value to users 

• This process will be an ongoing effort over 
many years 

• We are prioritizing documents by need and 
ease to re-digitize 

Questions? 

 

 

Erin Pollard 
ERIC Project Officer 
Erin.Pollard@ed.gov 
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