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m Examines patent
applications and grants
patents

m Examines trademark
applications and registers
trademarks

m Disseminates
information about patents
and trademarks




Old Patent Office,
Washington, D.C.

USPTO Headquarters Today:
Public Search Facility

Madison Building,
USPTO campus,
Alexandria, Virginia

Current Public Search Facility—
Open to Public Users, M-F, 8AM-
8PM (Research Assistance 8AM-
5PM)



http://usptocorp/sites/OOPA/pics/USPTO Building Photos/For Print/_IMG2345.jpg

» Also, Partnerships with Libraries--
PTRCs: Patent & Trademark Resource
Centers
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Public Libraries (31)
Academic Libraries (45)
State Libraries (7)
Special Libraries (1)
Total 84 5

Puerta Rica [U.8}
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What is a PTRC?

A library officially designated by the USPTO to disseminate agency
information.

Pays an annual statutory fee and must send at least one representative to
an annual training seminar held at USPTO headquarters.

Authorized under 35 USC 12.

1871 - Printed patents offered to libraries on a depository basis

1977 - 1st Patent Depository Conference

Chuck Malone of Western Illinois
University at PTRC Designation
Ceremony with Commissioner of
Patents Peggy Focarino




Name Change in Oct. 2011

patent &
—_— P R b trademark
— rogram
I ‘ : resource
— center

www.uspto.gov/ptrc

PTDLs = PTRCs

Patent and Trademark Depository Libraries
are now

Patent and
Trademark Resource Centers

-

2  PTRCs are...Librarians Helping
Customers Access IP Information

Trained librarians show patrons
to search, find referenced
patent and non-patent
literature, promote programs to
support inventors.




PTRCs are...Librarians Finding
Answers to Questions

Where can | find a
list of patent
How do | do attorneys?

a patent
search? Do you have info on

invention promotion
firms?

How do | do a How much does it
trademark search? cost to get a patent
or trademark?

PTRCs are...Librarians Helping
Customers of All Ages

ly Linda Kocis of Cincinnati OH
PTRC (pictured) and John
Schlipp of Highland Heights
KY PTRC taught kids and
teens about Intellectual
Property concepts using comic
books in their “Superhero
Matinee” series of programs.
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PTRCs are...Programs for
Inventors and Small Businesses
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Traditional Method of Getting
Information to Customers: Print
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Most Print Publications of
USPTO Now Online

OFACIAL | Official Gazette:
B GAZETTE | Patents

OFFICIAL GAZETTI

W St P

o Weekly
Began Februa
official Gazette '15\' 2 1971 v CD-ROM web
Weekly é&? Ended paper Began 7/2/02  —> Began July 2, 2002
Began January 3, 1872 9/24/02 Ended 12/27/11 Current 52 weeks only
Archive Copies available
Includes Office as Zip files on
Included Office Notices, r Notices http://patents.reedtech
and Patent and .com/pgog.php
Trademark sections.
Split into separate
Patents and Trademarks
issues on February 2, L
1971, GPO also offered OFFICIAL | Official Gazette:
Office Notices as a GAZETIE | Trademarks
Weekly
separate pamphlet. Began Februar Wweb
5 %071 Y Began March 6, 2001
d http: pt
Ended 9/24/02 http. w.usplo.q
/index.jsp

Includes Office
Notices

Official Gazette example of format transition from print to web.
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Current Primary Method of Sharing
Information with Customers: Web Site

search for patents |
uspto.cov
The Unifed States M Trademark Office
!

an agency of the Depariment

PATENTS | TRADEMARKS | IP LAW & POLICY | PRODUCTS & SERVICES | INVENTORS | NEWS & NOTICES | FAQs | ABOUT US

USPTO Ranks #1 in Best
Places to Work in the
Federal Government Report

01 300 federal agency subcomponents, the
USPTO was named the best place to workin
the federal govemment's Best Places to Work
in 2013 by the non-profit Partnership for
Public Senvice. The USPTO's rise to #1
follows a steady climb from #172 in 2007 to
#5in 2012

-

The Best Places to Work

IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT,

The Director's . >> pcﬂenfS
Forum 2 . (0]
gty s ’ ‘ r > trademarks

America Invents
Act —
Your guide to the law | ﬁ y Patent Search

Patents: File Qoiige [FESWen)

> jplaw&policy

USPTO NEWS

POPULAR LINKS
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http://patents.reedtech.com/pgog.php
http://patents.reedtech.com/pgog.php
http://patents.reedtech.com/pgog.php
http://www.uspto.gov/news/og/trademark_og/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/news/og/trademark_og/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/news/og/trademark_og/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/news/og/trademark_og/index.jsp

PTRCs are...Instruction on How to
Search Patents on the USPTO Website

Patent #: US008689376  Section: Front Page 1 of 21 pages v
a2 United States Patent (10) Patent No.: US 8,689,376 B2

~ Full Text Becker et al. (5) Date of Patent: Apr. 8,2014
7 Help
(54 pATIE LING DEVICE INCLUDING
Go to Page: LOG INDICATION, ONE-TOUCTT
Fowt E ADIUSTMENT, AND
POWE ARM CONFIGURATION
) e
Sections:
‘@ Front Page
@ Drawings 02) = Amign
@ Specifications

@ Claims

Full Document:

@10 Appl No 11557049

2) Filed  Nov.7,2006
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PTRC’s are...Instruction on How to
Search Patents Using PUbWEST and
PubEAST

i can Tocis e ™

PUubWEST (Public Version of the
Web-based Examiners Search
Tool) and PUbEAST (Public
Version of Examiners Assisted
Search Tool) provide access to —
patent search databases that —
are only available at PTRC'’s e

| o | - | oo | o | o |

S P

and the USPTO’s Public
Search Facility.

The time-saving features of =l
PUbWEST and PUbEAST make |
them especially appealing to =
library users who are frequent .
patent searchers.
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.Instruction on How to Search
‘Trademarks on the USPTO Website

|

Trademarks > Trademark Electronic Search System (TESS)

Welcome to the Trademark Electrenic Search System (TESS). This search engine allows you to search the USPTO's
database of registered trademarks and prior pending applications to find marks that may prevent registration due to a likelihood
of confusion refusal

WARNING: Eefore conducting your search, you must understand the following: (1) what the database includes; (2) how to
construct a complete search; and (3) how to interpret the search results. Click TESS TIPS for detailed information on these and

other impartant search topics
B o

Select A Search Option

¥ Basic Word Mark Search (New User)
This option cannat be used to search design marks.

¥ Word and/or Design Mark Search (Structured)

This option is used to search word andfor design marks. NOTE: You
must first use the Design Search Code Manual to look up the relevant
Design Codes

¥ Word andsor Design Mark Search (Free Form)

This option allows you to construct word and/or design searches using
Boolean logic and multiple search fislds. NOTE: You must first use the
Design Search Code Manual to look up the relevant Design Codes
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...PTRC Program Speakers
and Trainers Visiting PTRCs

PTRC Program
provides public
programs and
on-site staff
training at 6 or
more PTRC’s
each year. Staff
training is
supplemented
with webinars,
also.




search for patents | search for trademarks
USp’fO.GOV
The United States and Trademark Office

1 agency of the

PATENTS | TRADEMARKS | IP LAW & POLICY | PRODUCTS & SERVICES | INVENTORS | NEWS & NOTICES | FAQs | ABOUT US

Home Page » PRODUCTS & SERVICES » Lo Librzries » Patent & Trademark Resource Centers [PTRCs)

Blectronic Data Products Patent and Trademark Resource Centers

XML Resources

AML Resources - Retro ive History and Backaround

Mission

USPTO Contact Center Order Form Training and Events

]
)
®
® Tutorials
®
)
®

Resources and Services
Linked List to Libraries By State
News and Motices

Services

Locate Libraries

* Patent & Trademark Resource
Centers (PTRCs)
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PTRC Library List A- L
’Alabama
‘ IAuhum [Ralph Brown Draughon Library, Auburn ‘334 844-1737
‘ F\rmmgham Birmingham Public Library ‘zns 226-3620
’Alaslm
irmanks [Mather Library, Geophysical Institute, University of 074742675
laska, Fairbanks
’Arkansas
‘ 'Jtﬂe Rock Arkansas State Library 501 682-2053
‘California
‘ 'js Angeles lLos Angeles Public Library |213 228-7220
‘ Riverside [orbach Science Library, University of California |g51 J—
Riverside
‘ Facramer\m [California State Library ’916 654-0261
‘ Fan Diego [Gan Diego Public Library FlQ 236-5813
‘ Far\ Francisco [san Francisco Public Library ’415 557-4500
‘ Funnyvale Gunnyvale Public Library rqus 730-7300
20
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http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc
http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc

Patent Search CBT

http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/ptrcsearching/

How to Conduct A Preliminary US
Patent Search: A Step by Step
Stragegy

How to Conduct

A Preliminary

U.S. Patent Search:
a Step by Step
Strategy (Conducting a thorough search of |

U.S. patent fies is an important
step in the process of fiing a patent
application.

This computer based training
course is an overview of how to
‘conduct a preliminary U.S. patent
search using a step by step
approach.

—

Patent & Trademark Resource Center Program S —
Program United States Patent and Trademark Office time m"mm with 2 Ibrarian Ory
Alexandria, Virginia information professional who wil be
happy to answer your questions

www.uspto.gov,

usplo.gov/p and demonstrate how to use any
of the resources mentioned. By
beginning your patent search
process at a Patent and Trademark
Resource Center, you have access

38 Minutes 49 Seconds Remaining

) [ T o i} = 21

Library Users Seeking Patent
and Trademark Information

- Inventors
- IP Practitioners

- Small to Medium Sized
Companies

- Students/Faculty

- Researchers/Engineers
- Database Providers

- Historians/Genealogists



http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/ptrcsearching/
http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/ptrcsearching/

Patents

A U.S. patent is...

a property right granted by the Government of
the United States of America to an inventor,

“to exclude others from making, using,
offering for sale, or selling the invention
throughout the United States or importing
the invention into the United States,”

for a limited time,

iIn exchange for public disclosure of the
invention.”
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What Can Be Patented?
(Utility Patent Example)

= Machine, Article of
Manufacture, Process,
Composition of Matter,
Business Methods (since mid-
90’s court decision)

= Any new, useful improvement
of the above

m Term: 20 years from filing
date.

12


http://www.segway.com/downloads/2005/i180_yellow_quarter_front.jpg

Design Patents

m Granted for a new,

original and

ornamental design for

an article of -wé'
manufacture. Only

the appearance is
protected.

m Term: 14 years from
the date the patent is
granted
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Plant Patents

m Granted for a new, asexually reproduced plant
m Term: 20 years from filing date

U.S. Patent Jan. 25, 2003 US PP13,S16 P2

26

13


http://www.momastore.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10451&storeId=10001&productId=17044&langId=-1&parent_category_rn=11461&categoryId=11462&giftCat=null&src=null
http://www.momastore.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10451&storeId=10001&productId=13985&langId=-1&parent_category_rn=11461&categoryId=11462&giftCat=null&src=null
http://www.momastore.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10451&storeId=10001&productId=14021&langId=-1&parent_category_rn=11461&categoryId=11462&giftCat=null&src=null

What Cannot Be Patented?

- Inventions which are NOT NEW (lack novelty);

- Inventions which were “MADE PUBLIC” more than one
year prior to patent application filing date ;

- Inventions which are OBVIOUS variations of known
technology (obvious to one familiar with the technology);

- Laws of nature, physical phenomena & abstract
ideas; the subject matter of a patent must be “useful.”

Patent Information Supporting
the Independent Inventor

search for patents | search for trademarks
USPTO -GOV >
The United States and Trademark Office

an agency of the Department of C

PATENTS | TRADEMARKS | IP LAW & POLICY | PRODUCTS & SERVICES | INVENTORS | NEWS & NOTICES | FAQs | ABOUT US

Patents for Inventors
Trademarks for Inventors
Inventors Assistance
Education and Infarmation
Scam Prevention

Pro Se and Pro Bono
Current Events

State Resources

InventorsEye Mewsletter 28
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What is a Trademark?

[i1l// NASCAR/

@®CBSSPORTS

SVICKERS A

29

AIR LINES

>
Bankof America )‘/Higher Standards

|
TRADEMARKS
(umbrella term)
tm sm
Trademarks Service marks
(tangibles) (intangibles) W~
products/goods services
ADELTA %

30
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™™, SM and ®

"TM" (trademark) or "SM" (service mark) — used to
designate one is claiming rights in a mark

"®" — used only after the USPTO registers a mark,
not while an application is pending; cannot be
used if the mark is not registered with USPTO

®

31

Trademark Information
Network Videos

www.uspto.gov/trademarks/process/TMIN.jsp

32
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Patents vs. Trademarks

1. Protect inventions. 1. Protect words, etc. used on
2. Patented inventions products and services in
may/may not make it to commerce
commerce 2. Many trademarked
3. Length of protection is products/services are not
limited patented
4. Only issued at the federal 3. Length of protection is not
level limited, IF...
5. Comparative|y Comp|exy 4, Also issued at the state
costly applications level
5. Much less complex and
less costly applications
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Summary: Ways to Help Customers
Seeking Patent & Trademark

Information
- |
Familiarize yourself Familiarize yourself with
with the content of the Patent and
the USPTO website. Trademark Resource
Some website Center library nearest

information is aimed you. |
at the independent Many questions can be

inventor and small handled by phone or

businesses. email to your nearest
PTRC library
representative.

34
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Questions?

Disclaimer: The information is this presentation may
change from the current date of presentation
05/01/2014. Always consult the USPTO website for
the most current information.

Send questions about the PTRC Program to
ptrcoffice@uspto.gov .

35

18


mailto:ptrcoffice@uspto.gov

