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U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office 

 Examines patent 
applications and grants 
patents 

 Examines trademark 
applications and registers 
trademarks 

 Disseminates 
information about patents 
and trademarks 
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At one time… 

Old Patent Office, 

Washington, D.C. 

Public Search Room, 

Old Patent Office 
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USPTO  Headquarters Today:  

Public Search Facility  

Madison Building, 

USPTO campus, 

Alexandria, Virginia 

Current Public Search Facility—

Open to Public Users, M-F, 8AM-

8PM (Research Assistance 8AM-

5PM) 

http://usptocorp/sites/OOPA/pics/USPTO Building Photos/For Print/_IMG2345.jpg
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Also, Partnerships with Libraries--

PTRCs:  Patent & Trademark Resource 

Centers  

Public Libraries (31)       

Academic Libraries (45)      

State Libraries (7)   

Special Libraries (1)        

Total   84 
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What is a PTRC? 

A library officially designated by the USPTO to disseminate agency 

information.  

Pays an annual statutory fee and must send at least one representative to 

an annual training seminar held at USPTO headquarters. 

Authorized under 35 USC 12. 

1871 - Printed patents offered to libraries on a depository basis 

1977 - 1st Patent Depository Conference 

Chuck Malone of Western Illinois 

University at PTRC Designation 

Ceremony with Commissioner of 

Patents Peggy Focarino 
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Name Change in Oct. 2011 

 

  = 

 

PTDLs = PTRCs   

Patent and Trademark Depository Libraries  

are now 

Patent and 
Trademark Resource Centers 
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PTRCs are…Librarians Helping 

Customers Access IP Information 

Trained librarians show patrons 

to search, find referenced 

patent and non-patent 

literature, promote programs to 

support inventors. 
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PTRCs are…Librarians Finding 

Answers to Questions 

How do I do 

a patent 

search? 

How much does it 

cost to get a patent 

or trademark? 

Where can I find a 

list of patent 

attorneys? 

How do I do a 

trademark search? 

Do you have info on 

invention promotion 

firms? 

PTRCs are…Librarians Helping 

Customers of All Ages 

Linda Kocis of Cincinnati OH 

PTRC (pictured) and John 

Schlipp of Highland Heights 

KY PTRC taught kids and 

teens about Intellectual 

Property concepts using comic 

books in their “Superhero 

Matinee” series of programs. 
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PTRCs are…Programs for 

Inventors and Small Businesses 

12 

Traditional Method of Getting 

Information to Customers:  Print 
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Most Print Publications of 

USPTO Now Online 

Official Gazette example of format transition from print to web. 
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Official Gazette: 
Patents 
Weekly  
Began February 
2, 1971 
Ended paper  
9/24/02 

 
Includes Office 
Notices 

Official Gazette: 
Trademarks 
Weekly  
Began February 
2, 1971 
Ended 9/24/02 
 
 

Includes Office 
Notices 

CD-ROM 
Began 7/2/02 
Ended 12/27/11 

Web 
Began July 2, 2002 
Current 52 weeks only 
Archive Copies available 
as Zip files on 
http://patents.reedtech
.com/pgog.php  

 

 

 

Official Gazette 
Weekly  
Began January 3, 1872 
 

Included Office Notices, 
and Patent and 
Trademark sections.  
 
Split into separate 
Patents and Trademarks 
issues on February 2, 
1971. GPO also offered 
Office Notices as a 
separate pamphlet. Web 

Began March 6, 2001 
http://www.uspto.gov/
news/og/trademark_og
/index.jsp  

 

 

 

 

Current Primary Method of Sharing 

Information with Customers:  Web Site 
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http://patents.reedtech.com/pgog.php
http://patents.reedtech.com/pgog.php
http://patents.reedtech.com/pgog.php
http://www.uspto.gov/news/og/trademark_og/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/news/og/trademark_og/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/news/og/trademark_og/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/news/og/trademark_og/index.jsp
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PTRCs are…Instruction on How to 

Search Patents on the USPTO Website 

PTRC’s are…Instruction on How to 

Search Patents Using PubWEST and 

PubEAST 

PubWEST (Public Version of the 

Web-based Examiners Search 

Tool) and PubEAST (Public 

Version of Examiners Assisted 

Search Tool) provide access to 

patent search databases that 

are only available at PTRC’s 

and the USPTO’s Public 

Search Facility. 

The time-saving features of 

PubWEST and PubEAST make 

them especially appealing to 

library users who are frequent 

patent searchers. 

16 
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…Instruction on How to Search 

Trademarks on the USPTO Website 

4/21/2014 
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…PTRC Program Speakers 

and Trainers Visiting PTRCs 

PTRC Program 
provides public 
programs and 
on-site staff 
training at 6 or 
more PTRC’s 
each year.  Staff 
training is 
supplemented 
with webinars, 
also. 
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www.uspto.gov/ptrc  
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http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc
http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc
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Patent Search CBT  
http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/ptrcsearching/  
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Library Users Seeking Patent 

and Trademark Information 

• Inventors 

• IP Practitioners 

• Small to Medium Sized 

Companies  

• Students/Faculty 

• Researchers/Engineers 

• Database Providers 

• Historians/Genealogists 
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http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/ptrcsearching/
http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/ptrcsearching/
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Patents 

A U.S. patent is… 

 a property right granted by the Government of 
the United States of America to an inventor, 

 “to exclude others from making, using, 
offering for sale, or selling the invention 
throughout the United States or importing 
the invention into the United States,” 

 for a limited time, 

 in exchange for public disclosure of the 
invention.” 
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What Can Be Patented? 
(Utility Patent Example) 

 Machine, Article of 
Manufacture, Process, 
Composition of Matter, 
Business Methods (since mid-
90’s court decision) 

 Any new, useful improvement 
of the above 

 Term: 20 years from filing 
date. 

http://www.segway.com/downloads/2005/i180_yellow_quarter_front.jpg


13 

25 

Design Patents 

 Granted for a new, 

original and 

ornamental design for 

an article of 

manufacture.  Only 

the appearance is 

protected. 

 Term: 14 years from 

the date the patent is 

granted 
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Plant Patents 

 Granted for a new, asexually reproduced plant 

 Term: 20 years from filing date 

http://www.momastore.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10451&storeId=10001&productId=17044&langId=-1&parent_category_rn=11461&categoryId=11462&giftCat=null&src=null
http://www.momastore.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10451&storeId=10001&productId=13985&langId=-1&parent_category_rn=11461&categoryId=11462&giftCat=null&src=null
http://www.momastore.org/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10451&storeId=10001&productId=14021&langId=-1&parent_category_rn=11461&categoryId=11462&giftCat=null&src=null
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What Cannot Be Patented? 

• Inventions which are NOT NEW (lack novelty); 

• Inventions which were “MADE PUBLIC” more than one 

year prior to patent application filing date ; 

• Inventions which are OBVIOUS variations of known 

technology (obvious to one familiar with the technology); 

• Laws of nature, physical phenomena & abstract 

ideas; the subject matter of a patent must be “useful.” 

Patent Information Supporting 

the Independent Inventor 

28 



15 

29 

What is a Trademark? 

30 

TRADEMARKS 
(umbrella term) 

tm 

Trademarks 

(tangibles) 

products/goods 

 

sm 

Service marks 

(intangibles) 

services 
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TM, SM and ® 

"TM" (trademark) or "SM" (service mark) – used to 

designate one is claiming rights in a mark 

 

"®" – used only after the USPTO registers a mark, 

not while an application is pending; cannot be 

used if the mark is not registered with USPTO  

 

 ® 
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Trademark Information 

Network Videos 

www.uspto.gov/trademarks/process/TMIN.jsp 
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 Patents            Trademarks 

1. Protect inventions. 

2. Patented inventions 

may/may not make it to 

commerce 

3. Length of protection is 

limited 

4. Only issued at the federal 

level 

5. Comparatively complex, 

costly applications 

1. Protect words, etc. used on 

products and services in 

commerce 

2. Many trademarked 

products/services are not 

patented 

3. Length of protection is not 

limited, IF… 

4. Also issued at the state 

level 

5. Much less complex and 

less costly applications 

vs. 

Summary:  Ways to Help Customers 

Seeking Patent & Trademark 

Information 

Familiarize yourself 

with the content of 

the USPTO website.  

Some website 

information is aimed 

at the independent 

inventor and small 

businesses.  

 

Familiarize yourself with 

the Patent and 

Trademark Resource 

Center library nearest 

you. 

Many questions can be 

handled by phone or 

email to your nearest 

PTRC library 

representative. 
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Questions? 

Disclaimer:  The information is this presentation may 

change from the current date of presentation 

05/01/2014.  Always consult the USPTO website for 

the most current information. 

 

Send questions about the PTRC Program to 

ptrcoffice@uspto.gov . 

mailto:ptrcoffice@uspto.gov

