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Alternatives for Website Creation 

• Raw HTML / XML coding from scratch
• Adobe Dreamweaver or Microsoft Expression
• LibGuides
• Drupal
• LibData
• Library a la Carte
• SubjectsPlus

See also: Research Guide Technologies by Meredith Farkas
(ACRL Instruction Section, Tips and Trends, Spring 2012)



Some features to look for in website software

• Very easy to use for infrequent web page creators
• Powerful / flexible enough to accommodate more advanced users
• Easy to reuse content within the site
• Easy to incorporate proxy / ezproxy in links
• Link checker
• Interface with library catalog, databases, and other library services
• Integrate Web 2.0 / social media features



What are some of the ways in which we can use LibGuides? 

• Training – provide step-by-step instructions

• Feedback – gather input from trainees and users

• Collaboration – shared development

• Marketing – increase awareness by others of resources

• Reuse – key feature of LibGuides



http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/FLscanning



LibGuide for Pilot Project Training

• LibGuide provided asynchronous access for trainees to:
• Recordings of webinars conducted in Adobe Connect
• Webinar PowerPoint presentations
• Step-by-step instructions

• Web-based archive of instructions – no special software needed to 
review the steps on the LibGuide

• Easy to add steps and rearrange for clarity



Other LibGuides Features for Training

• Private guides – provide links from the main published guide to 
specific pieces of training published on private guides so that the 
public display doesn’t become cluttered

• Hidden pages – during training hide pages on the guide until ready 
to show the next steps, e.g., (1) instructions for hands-on exercise, 
(2) form for student responses, (3) results from student responses, 
(4) example of correct results

• Previous and Next buttons (coming in LibGuides version 2)



Feedback Using LibGuides

Trainees can use the comment box for a specific instruction to ask 
for clarification of that step.

Broken links reported via the comment box automatically identify 
the specific location on the guide needing attention.

Interactive polling is a built-in feature of LibGuides.

CMS version of LibGuides includes survey feature.



Collaboration / Feedback

Collaborators can use the “comments” feature in each LibGuides box 
to discuss possible changes.

Recommendation: “moderated” setting to avoid spam postings

Users can provide feedback using the same comments boxes. A 
comment generates an email to the owner of the guide with a link 
to the specific box referenced by the comment.



Potential Collaboration

• Point to LibGuides at other depository sites

• Copy LibGuides from other depository sites

• Suggestions & comments for development at other depositories

• Shared development of site using external editors feature



Depositories with LibGuides Accounts
Colleges & Universities

• Florida A&M University
• Florida Atlantic University
• Florida Institute of Technology
• Florida International University
• Florida State University
• Florida State University Law
• Hodges University
• Indian River State College
• Jacksonville University
• Lake‐Sumter State College
• New College of Florida

• Nova Southeastern University Law
• Stetson University
• Stetson University Law
• University of Central Florida
• University of Florida
• University of Florida Law
• University of Miami
• University of North Florida
• University of South Florida
• University of the Virgin Islands
• University of West Florida



Depositories without LibGuides Accounts

Colleges & Universities
• Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico
• Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico Law
• University of Puerto Rico (Mayaguez)
• University of Puerto Rico (San Juan)
• University of Puerto Rico Law
• University of Tampa

Other Types of Libraries
• Florida Supreme Court
• State Library of Florida

Public Libraries
• Broward County
• Clearwater
• Jacksonville
• Manatee County
• Miami‐Dade
• Saint Petersburg
• Selby (Sarasota)
• Tampa‐Hillsborough
• Virgin Islands
• Volusia County



Point to LibGuides at other depository sites
or

Copy LibGuides from other depository sites

• Florida Atlantic University
• Florida Institute of Technology
• Florida International University
• Florida State University
• New College of Florida
• Stetson University
• University of Central Florida
• University of Florida



Potential Collaboration Roles for Other Depositories

• Joint development projects – suggestions, comments & updates 
for development of guides at depositories with LibGuides

• Shared development of joint LibGuides site using external editors 
feature – editing rights can be limited to a specific guide and can be 
granted to anyone











Marketing



Reuse
The Directory guide has a core list showing a link for 
each depository library with descriptions of various 
characteristics. The guide then reuses those links to 
create additional lists by the characteristics, e.g., type 
of library, date of designation, depository number.

One of the key features of LibGuides is that it 
makes it very easy to reuse content in various ways.

You can copy guides from other institutions and 
then edit for local customization.

You can reuse the content from local guides to 
reorganize and repurpose it.

You can reuse an entire guide or a single page.

You can reuse a single box or a single link.





The listing for a specific depository only has to be 
updated on the core list and it will automatically 
update on each of the other lists.


