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U.S. GPO is upgrading the 

PURL Reporting System to 

deliver  improved reporting & 

analytics to members of the 

Federal Depository Library 

Program.

Questions? 

Please email James Mauldin, jmauldin@gpo.gov.

mailto:jmauldin@gpo.gov


How this overview is 

organized
• First, we’ll do a quick overview of the new features.

• Next, we’ll do a step-by-step walk through where 

you can login to the system and try out the new 

functionality.

• This overview should take between 30-45 minutes 

to review and complete 9 interactive exercises.

If you have any questions or feedback on this 

overview, please email jmauldin@gpo.gov. Thanks!

mailto:jmauldin@gpo.gov?subject=


PURL Reporting 

Enhancements Overview
PURL Reporting now runs like subscription service

Up to 10 hostnames and IP addresses can be set up (by each library)

Monthly and historic reports are saved automatically

Reports are downloadable for up to 12 months

Expanded reporting

All PURL referrals resolved during the reporting period, listed one per line

PURL resolution date and timestamp

PURL ID (unique identifier) and Target URL (address user sees), plus CGP metadata 
(i.e, SuDoc number, Title, Author, Year)

New reports

All PURL referrals listed by host

Top 50 PURL referrals by target URL

Reports are downloadable as CSV to allow for custom analysis 



You may recall the 

original interface



What is new with 

PURL Reporting for FDLP Libraries?

The PURLs Reporting System now has a modern web-based user interface

The Library Dashboard has improved features 

Customizable - Create and edit “patterns” of interest to your library

For example, now you can set up patterns, for example *.berkeley.edu, *.comcast.*, 

132.194.3.* and have reports automatically run each month.

Immediate validation of search patterns using a test report in real time

The “Note” field has been added as a memory aid for users

Expanded reporting capabilities

CGP metadata, e.g., SuDoc, title, author and year are now automatically included

Reports are created automatically at the end of each month

Historic reports are available for 12 months, see “Available Reports”

http://berkeley.edu


Welcome to the upgraded 

GPO PURL Reporting System

The page has been  

renamed “FDLP PURL 

Usage” (previously 

FDLP PURL Referrals)



New features for the familiar 

referrals reporting system

• More functionality

• Better validation

• Faster performance

• Modern tabbed user interface 

(rounded corners)



Usage Reports
New reports!

1. All PURL referrals by 

host

2. Top 50 PURL 

referrals

Select a month and click 

on “Get Report”



Let’s start by logging in to the 

PURL Referrals System 

http://purlreferrals.fdlp.gov

We’re logged in as user name 

“gpo” in this example. You 

should enter your 

FDL username and password 

(issued by GPO), and click on 

“OK”.

Note: This form varies in 

different browsers. Select 

“Remember…” if you wish to 

have details stored for future 

use.

Exercise #1 

Sign in to the FDLP 

PURL system using 

your existing 

GPO assigned 

credentials.

Please send questions or feedback to jmauldin@gpo.gov

http://purlreferrals.fdlp.gov/
mailto:jmauldin@gpo.gov


Click on the 

Library Report 

Dashboard tab

Next, you 

should see 

this landing 

page.

If you have trouble 

logging in, 

please email

jmauldin@gpo.gov

mailto:jmauldin@gpo.gov?subject=


Exercise #2 

Please confirm 

that your FDL#, 

institution name 

and contact name 

and email are 

accurate.

Exercise #3 

Next, let’s add a new 

pattern. Click on the 

green “Edit” button.

Note: If you’re adding 

your first pattern, the table 

will already be in edit 

mode. We added patterns 

here as examples.



Exercise #4 

Notice the + and -

icons to add or remove 

a row. Go ahead and 

click on “+” to create a 

new pattern.



I added

berkeley.edu and 

an IP address. 

Next click on the 

green “Save” 

button.



Exercise #5 - Next, 

let’s add a Note so we 

remember what IP 

address this is. Select 

“Edit”, enter  a Note 

and click on green 

“Save” button.



Voila! These patterns will 

be included in future 

reports automatically run 

on your behalf.

Next, select a month and 

generate a test report with 

your saved patterns.



Exercise #6 - We will run a test report in 

realtime to ensure our patterns are valid. 

Select a month and click on the blue 

“Generate Report” button. 

A CSV file with the test report will 

automatically download (to the location 

defined in your browser preferences).

In the future, reports with your library’s 

patterns will be generated at the beginning 

of each month for the preceding month. 



Exercise #7 

Click the link to the 

report you’ve generated. 

It automatically 

downloads the CSV file 

to the location set in your 

Web browser 

preferences.

Note: Up to 12 

months of PURL 

Usage Reports 

are saved for 

your library. 



Here we’re looking at a PURL 

Referrals Report in spreadsheet 

format. 

The timestamp uses the 24 hour 

format and is based on US EST.

Also, notice the SuDoc #, Title, 

Author and Year are now 

included. 

FDLP Libraries have all the raw 

data to sort, analyze and visualize 

PURLs data.



Now, let’s quickly 

look at the two new 

reports. They are 

located on the 

PURL Usage tab.



Exercise #8 - Let’s 

run the All PURL 

Referrals report for 

February 2016. 

Select the month 

and click the blue

“Get Report” button.



You’ll receive a 

report that 

specifies all 

referrals during 

a given month. 

Results are shown 

in 10, 25, 50 or 100 

entry increments 

per page. Results 

can be sorted 

ascending or 

descending.

Supports wide to 

increasingly more 

narrow searching, 

e.g., “umd”, 

“umd.edu”, 

“lib.umd.edu”

Click on a row to 

get a report of the 

top 50 PURLs 

accessed by this 

host (see a later 

slide for the Top 

50 report format)

http://umd.edu
http://lib.umd.edu


Exercise #9 - Our final 

exercise is to generate 

the Top 50 PURL 

Referrals by month. 

Select a month & click the 

blue “Get Report” button.



Experiment 

with changing 

the sort order. 

Download the 

results as CSV 

for further 

analysis. 

SuDoc Number is 

now available & is 

searchable.



• Modern user interface 

• Allows for robust patterns, e.g., 

strings, IP addresses

• Immediate validation

• Note field as a memory aid

• CGP metadata automatically included 

• Immediately view a test report to 

validate your library’s patterns

• Historical reports available for 12 

months

Recap of the updated PURL Referral Reporting 

System for FDLP Members



Thanks for working through this 

self-guided overview for FDLP Member Libraries!


