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To "Serve a Useful and
Salutary Purpose":

A Look at 50 Years of the Depository Library Council
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My origin story

Newest members of the Depository Library Council posing with Superintendent of
Documents Raymond M. Taylor; (lower left) are (seated) Sandra K. Peterson, of Vir-
ginia, and Dr. Patricia G. Reeling, of New Jersey; (standing left to right:) Richard H.
Nicoles, of California; Dennis L. Bruce, of South Carolina; and Steven D. Zink, of
Nevada.

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Aug/Dec 1982, no. 53/54, page 1.

Started work with government publications in
1965 as Reference Assistant, Legislative
Reference Service, Library of Congress

Government documents course, graduate school

Experience in documents as Reference Librarian
(West Virginia State Library and Oberlin College)

Full time in documents beginning 1970 until
retirement in 2007 (Univ. of Northern lowa,
College of William and Mary, Yale University)

First DLC meeting, Fall 1974, in Alexandria,
served on Council 1983-85.
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Why Council was created

Depository Library Act of 1962
Government Publishing in 1960s

Impact of Environmental Conditions on GPO and Libraries



[ssues addressed by GPO and
libraries in the first 10 years

What was to be included in the Depository program

In what formats were publications to be distributed
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Improvements in the primary
access point, Monthly Catalog

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Oct 1974, no. 6, page 1


https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=23%3Bownerid=113507806-27

Councill communication patterns
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The “new’” Serial Set's first published volume for the 96th Congress is displayed by Mrs. Virginia F. Saunders (Conghulonl
Documents Specialist) with GPOcLIbn ;rd Statutory Distribution Service. It is: s.(rl*l Set #1322‘7 Senate Documents, Volume 8,

96th Congress, 1st)Session, ent Number 18, Panama City, Beaches, LiIpnANRY

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Oct 1980, no. 42, page 1

More professional librarians
on GPO staff


https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=199%3Bownerid=113507806-203
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Micropublishing and
the Government
Printing Office

The following summary of the history
and current status of micropublish-

ing at the GPO is presented in con-

junction with the recent survey of

ment of the Government under the
responsibility of the GPO. Printing or
binding may be done at the GPO only
when authorized by law.

In 1970 the late Public Printer, A.
N. Spence, submitted a proposal to the
Joint Committee on Printing urging
permission for GPO to study the possi-
bility of micropublishing. His pro-

One of the reasons for this request
is the ever growing concern of large
users of information, primarily insti-
tutional and industrial libraries, with
the sheer volume of printed informa-
tion received. Mieroform has been the
major ameliorator of the space prob-
lem. Also, microform can be more
speedily and economically retrieved
1l o b cnve
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Newsletters to Depository librarians: Public Documents Highlights,
followed by Administrative Notes

AOMINISTRATIVE MOTES

U.8. GOVERNVENT: PRInT1
i SUPERINTENDENT.. »E;ocNGlmrrnFFéCE
TBRARY AND gFAnnon ISTRIBUTION SERVICE

Vol. 2, No. 1

January 1981

BOUND CONGRESSTONAL RECORDS

CONGRESSIONAL RECORDS for the 96th Congress, 1st Session
11 reflect selection changes made by depositories on their recent
printouts. However, such changes will not be reflected for the re-
maining bound volumes of the 95th Congress, 1st and 2nd Sessions. It

very difficult for GPO to change projected i i
(1,; t,h:yissuance of a Congress. Fro) FEntingaptn o e

COMMITTEE HEARINGS AND COMMITTEE PRINTS

Although Committee Hearings and Committee Prints are going to be-

come available in microfiche, paper copies will still be available

and distributed to those depository libraries that select that form.
Some librarians have called to ask GPO about this, and we would like
to clarify the point.

&

TIPS ON EXPEDITING CLATIMS

Do notice if the shipping list number ends mth an '"-S'" or an
u!, be sure to include that letter when writing the mumber. This
directs claim workers immediately to the area of separates or of
microfiche and gets you a fast response.

Remember that the address you provi_Qe on ghg }a\ggl» _‘:'_iil.‘_-’f_‘.’s»_ﬁd bz’h §
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Workshops, inspections, and
open forums at Council meetings

These cheerful librarians have just completed a special three-day workshop conducted
by the Government Printing Office's Library and Statutory Distribution Service.

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Feb 1978, no. 26, p. 1


https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=111%3Bownerid=113507806-115

Benefits that Council provided for
depository librarians
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Networking

Education

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Feb 1983, no. 56, page 4


https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=286%3Bownerid=113507806-290
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Benefits that Council provided for
depository librarians

Opportunities for observing and
participating in development of
public information policies

Friendships and support among
colleagues

¥ - - ‘
WELCOME NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS! The Superintendent of Documents
greets incoming members of the Depository Library Council to thePublic
Printer. Left to right: Ms. Nancy Cline, Mr. Francis Buckley, Ms. LauraJ

Rainey, Ms. Jaia Heymann, and Mr. Carl A. LaBarre.

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Feb 1977, no. 20, page 1


https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=83%3Bownerid=113507806-87
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Gov Docs origin story...

Depository Library Council:

1993-1996 (Chair, 1996)
2009-2012
2016-2017

Gov Docs positions:

University of Florida - student assistant
Florida State University - TA

University of Colorado - Librarian
Brown University - FDL Coordinator...

Visit to GPO, March 2012
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DLC by the Numbers

106 meetings (beginning February 2, 1973) 1]

27 different states (including DC)

DEPOSITORY LIBRARY

COUNCIL

34 different cities
22 virtual meetings (15 all-virtual, 7 hybrid, began in 2012)
250 members of DLC

52 chairs of DLC (3 people served more than one term)
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A sampling of DLC contributions to FDLP...
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A sampling of DLC contributions to FDLP...

Administrative Notes

Newsletter of the Federal Depository Library Program
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DLC Role in Facilitating Community Engagement

DLC Committees and Working Groups

« Often included non-DLC members

« Addressed key Issues affecting FDLs and the program

« Opportunities to work with and learn from others while making
substantive contributions to the FDLP’s mission, operations,

outreach
« SOme topics/issues included:
o Micro-reproduction o Inclusion of electronic materials
o Cataloging/metadata standards o Migration to electronic dissemination
o Operational procedures o Digital deposit
o Regional issues o National collection

o Program structure and vision o Attrition and retention of FDLs
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DLC Role in Facilitating Community Engagement

GPO/FDLP Pilot Projects lé:eading the .-
« Opportunities for local FDLs to Onuggig’gﬁ“ﬂ eeor

provide practical input in key areas
of study or experimentation

« DLC has worked with GPO to
identify prospective partner
libraries
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DLC Role in Facilitating Community Engagement

Open Forum Q & A
and Discussions

« Chance to raise
guestions, concerns,
Issues for feedback
from depository
community members

Photo credit: Aaron Sweet, GPO Photographer
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Coffee with Council

« Held during DLC/FDLC meeting
breaks

o Informal opportunities to meet
new colleagues, network with
others, share experiences, etc.

Photo credit: Aaron Sweet
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GPO and DLC:
my origin story
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Depository
Library
Council

meetings
for a new
librarian

Photo credit: Aaron Sweet
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Meetings offered great engagement for new librarians

Librarian engagement

. Open forums during meetings made clear that DLC and GPO
were willing to listen to librarians



lerarlan engagement

Meetings offered great engagement for new librarians

. Open forums during meetings made clear that DLC and GPO
were willing to listen to librarians
. Demonstrated transparency in decision-making
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Librarian engagement

Meetings offered great engagement for new librarians

. Open forums during meetings made clear that DLC and GPO
were willing to listen to librarians
Demonstrated transparency in decision-making

. Closer to community meetings than traditional library meetings
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Librarian engagement

e

Meetings offered great engagement for new librarians

. Open forums during meetings made clear that DLC and GPO
were willing to listen to librarians

. Demonstrated transparency in decision-making

. Closer to community meetings than traditional library meetings
Hundreds of librarians from across the country came to learn
and share
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Meetings offered great engagement for new librarians

. Open forums during meetings made clear that DLC and GPO
were willing to listen to librarians

. Demonstrated transparency in decision-making

. Closer to community meetings than traditional library meetings
Hundreds of librarians from across the country came to learn
and share

- Energy and urgency around the DLC and GPO

. The promise of having an impact on the government
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For the chat:
What's a specific memorable

experience you had at a
DLC/GPO meeting?




lerarlan professional development

GPO and DLC offered great professional development

. GPQO’s Depository Librarian boot camps for new librarians—
great chance to learn about agencies and their documents
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Librarian professmnal development

GPO and DLC offered great professional development

. GPQO’s Depository Librarian boot camps for new librarians—
great chance to learn about agencies and their documents

- Many librarians presented and participated—-there was a path
to visibility in the profession
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Librarian professmnal development

GPO and DLC offered great professional development

. GPQO’s Depository Librarian boot camps for new librarians—
great chance to learn about agencies and their documents

- Many librarians presented and participated—-there was a path
to visibility in the profession

- Early adopter of new forms of electronic materials

- Early engagement in issues of access and use regarding
electronic materials
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Gov Docs origin story...

Positions:
e University of Missouri Library Documents Depit.
I = o Graduate Library Assistant,1987-1989
aj;:g_ﬂ HEE T o Gov Docs Librarian, 2000-
O e "4_'%'-'-'1: o Head of Government Documents, 2008-present
Y TSe Y- m DLC councilor, 2013-2015 (Chair, 2015)

e State Historical Society of Missouri, 1989-2000

Marie Concannon as Gov Docs GLA in MU Library, 1988.
Photo taken in library reference collection.
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Gov Docs origin story...

It was at the Historical Society
that | developed an interest in
preservation of materials.

| came back to MU’s Docs
department in 2000 and have
remained ever since.

In my new job as Documents Librarian, 2000.
I'm standing in front of the Docs shelflist..
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After 50 years,
here are some of the takeaways...
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DLC and GPO are most effective when...

They work closely throughout the decision-making process,
beginning, middle and end.
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DLC and GPO are most effective when...

Their work remains aligned with the FDLP mission.

The mission of the FDLP
IS to provide for no-fee ready and
permanent public access to
Federal Government information,
now and for future generations.
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DLC and GPO are most effective when...

They are vigilant about government information
that eludes the FDLP system, for whatever reason.



Distribution in 1983:

While the mission of the program is simple and direct, the
task of distribution--32 million copies of 62,000 publications
(72 percent on microfiche) to 1,382 depository libraries in

1983~-~-is complex.

Source: Report to the Chairman, Joint Committee on Printing: Government Printing Office’s
Depository Library Program, U.S. GAO Report, SuDoc GA 1.13:AFMD-85-19, p. 1.
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DIL.C is most effective when...

They have the courage to ask tough questions
on behalf of the community.
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DIL.C is most effective when...

Councilors know how to negotiate the fine line between
their advisory role and political advocacy.
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DIL.C is most effective when...

Senior DLC councilors mentor the incoming members and
take time to tell them what they need to know.
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DIL.C is most effective when...

Councilors make efforts to understand FDLP libraries of all
types and budgets — and also the users of those libraries.
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DIL.C is most effective when...

Councilors see DLC as more than service to the profession.
It IS service to the country.
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GPO i1s most effective when...

They encourage innovative suggestions and welcome
robust debate.
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GPO i1s most effective when...

They work well with outside organizations that also
focus on government information preservation and access.

Hathi Trust

The Internet Archive

Open the Government

Congressional Data Coalition

Project On Government Oversight

Government Information Watch

Preservation of Electronic Government Information (PEGI) Project
More...
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GPO i1s most effective when...

They take visible steps toward change soon after
hearing from the community.
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GPO i1s most effective when...

When they let us know the limits of their capacity,
and encourage leadership among the community.
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DLC
recommendations

GPO

N

Image based on: Dr. Suess’

How the Grinch Stole Christmas,
Internet Movie Database (IMDB)
https://m.imdb.com/title/tt0060345/medi
aviewer/rm2222490624



5 = [ 78 A . \
ﬁ?& T | ( ﬁ&ﬁﬁ ﬁ ) (2L AT e AT A
’3"[1'% { me -,,FI May 1o 2 2023 » #:-L v rhua 23 '_% } ?}ﬁ %‘% }\51 ?ﬁ. ﬁ'

The FDLP is most effective when...

Libraries take an active role in any way they can.

GPO Preservation Partners

Shared housing agreements

Find more unreported documents
Organize programming in your library
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2() REVISING THE LAWS FELATING TO DEPOSITORY LIBRARIES
Calendar No. 1547

H S e s Advisory Commillee on Depository Libraries
At the hearings on H.R, 8141 it was suggested by representabives
o Erosony timmames of the Ameriean Library Association thut certain of its members be
selected to constitute an informal Advisory Committes on Depository
Libearies to nssist and advise the Superintendent of Documents in

REPORT

°°°°° regpect to problems inherent in the present depository library systam

T ey and those which will probably arise in the enlarged system. The

UNITED STATES SENATE Public Printer indicated his endorsement of such a proposal, The

o Subeommittes on the Library is of the opinion that such & committes

AN AGE 70 RRVISE THD LAYS RELATING 70 would serve a useful and salutary purpose, and recommends its
- creation,

JUNB 18, 1962,—Ordered to be printed

0.8, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
08 WASHINGTON 1 1968

98-202°—62 8. Repta,, 87-2, vol. 3——40




Calendar No. 1547

87re CONGRESS REFORT
2d Soasion SENATE . {No. 1687

REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO
DEPOSITORY LIBRARIES

REPORT
COMMITTEE ON
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION
UNITED STATES SENATE
oN

H.R. 8141

AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAWS RELATING TO
DEPOSITORY LIBRARIES

JUNE 18, 1962,—0Ordered to be printed

0.8, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
08 WASHINGTON 1 1968

98-202°—62 8. Repta,, 87-2, vol. 3——40
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2() REVISING THE LAWS FELATING TO DEPOSITORY LIBRARIES

Advisory Commillee on Depository Libraries

At the hearings on H.R. 8141 it was suggested by representatbives
of the Ameriean Library Association that certain of its moembers b
selected to constitute an informal Advisory Committes on Depository
Libearies to nssist and advise the Superintendent of Documents in
regpect to problems inherent in the present depository library systam
muij those which will probably arise in the enlarged system. The
Public Printer indicated his endorsement of such a proposal. The
Subeommittes on the Library is of the opinion that such & committes
would serve a useful and salutary purpose, end recommends ils
creation,

Federal Depository Library Program

L]

The mission of the Federal Depository Library
Program is to provide for no-fee ready and

permanent public access to Federal Government DEPOSITORY LIBRARY
information, now and for future generations. COUNCIL

\

—

T
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50th Meeting of the DLC, April 1997

Former and current DLC members with GPO staff

Michael DiMario, Public Printer
Wayne Kelly, Superintendent of Documents
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50th Meeting of the DLC, April 1997

Former and current DLC members with GPO staff

Michael DiMario, Public Printer
Wayne Kelly, Superintendent of Documents
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Questions and comments

Photo credit: Aaron Sweet




