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The National Security Archive 
at The George Washington University 

 

www.nsarchive.org 
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Armstrong Bonner 
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Reviewed by the National Security Council  
June 1994 

Reviewed by the National Security Council  
One week later 

Dubious Secrets 
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 Founded in 1985 by journalists, public 
interest groups, historians, Congressmen 

 Purpose: broaden the public debate;  
preserve the historical record; press for  
improved secrecy policies 

 Funding from foundations & publications (no government support) 

 40,000 Freedom of Information Act requests filed from 1985-2011 

 40 FOI cases litigated as plaintiff, counsel, or amicus curiae 

 8 million pages on file; 50 books in print by Archive staff and fellows 

 1+ million visitors per month on Web; 210,000 pages downloaded per day 

 1999 George Polk Award: “piercing self-serving veil of government secrecy” 

 2005 Emmy: “outstanding achievement in news & documentary research” 
  

About the Archive 

•  Cuban Missile Crisis 

•  White House E-mail 

•  Oliver North notes 

•  Kissinger telcons 

•  The Iraq War 

•  Osama bin Laden 

 

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB214/Tab K - page 10.pdf
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End of the Cold War? 

Now what? 

“Make Your Choice!” 
(Hungarian opposition party 

poster, 1989) 
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“Other Sides”  

of the Cold War 

What to do 

with all this? 
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Post on the Web 

http://spiderdiaries.richmond.edu/andrew14/files/2011/09/optimized-raiderswarehouse.jpg
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The Pentagon releases more than 700 photos of  
fallen troops returning to Dover Air Force Base. 

DNSA 

(ProQuest) 
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Documents 

don’t tell the 

whole story 

• Vietnam 

•  Cuba 

•  U.S.-Soviet 

• Eastern Europe  

•  Iran 1953 

•  Afghanistan  

Conferences 

Castro and ex-Soviet friends in Havana 

October 2002 

McNamara and Gen. Giap in Hanoi 

June 1997 
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Books 

     Support Human Rights Cases 
 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

Uruguay 

Chile 

Peru 

Argentina 

Liberia 

Sierra Leone 

Indonesia 

Rwanda 

Italy 

Spain 
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Alberto Fujimori -- 

on trial for “crimes 

against humanity”  

in Peru (2008) 

Declassified 

U.S. documents 

describe extra-

legal actions 

during 1990s 

The Guatemalan Experience 
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International FOI: 

A global phenomenon 

FOIA Advocacy 

Annual audits of federal agencies 
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“Rosemary Award” for Worst Open 

Government Performance 

The National Security Archive 
at The George Washington University 

 

www.nsarchive.org 
 


