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Executive Orders 

 Authorized by the Constitution, Article II or statute  

 Have the force of law 

 Most EOs originate in executive branch agencies 

 Before 1907, EOs were issued without numbers and 

often were unpublished 

 Beginning in 1938, EOs and Ps published in supplements 

to Title 3 of the CFR 

 In 1946, the Administrative Procedures Act mandated 

that EOs be published in the Federal Register 

 Classified EOs are listed by number only 

 Key point: no single source indexes all! 

 



2 

What types of actions do EOs usually 

cover?  

 Organization and management of executive branch 

 Establishment of new agencies 

 Federal personnel, e.g. General Schedule for pay 

 Budgeting 

 Armed forces 

 Tariffs and trade agreements 

 Public lands 

 Revoke or amend existing EOs 

 

 

Well-known Executive Orders 

 9066 (1942, Roosevelt) authorized internment of 
Japanese Americans 

 9981 (Truman, 1948) integrated the armed forces 

 1952 secret EO established the National Security Agency 

 12498 (Reagan,1985) extended OMB’s review over 
agencies’ proposed regulations 

 1986 secret EO (Reagan) authorized arms shipments to 
Iran 

 13233 (Bush, 2001) increased latitude of president to 
deny access to public records based on national security 
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Proclamations 

 No hard-and-fast distinction between EOs and 

Ps 

 Typically designate special days/weeks/months 

 Used to announce statehood   

 Used to announce treaties and other agreements 

 Often hortatory in nature (exhorting or 
encouraging) 

 

Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

 Whitehouse.gov gives text of EOs and Ps issued by sitting 
president 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
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Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

 FDsys 
 Compilation of Presidential Documents (1993-present) 

 Federal Register (1994-present ) 

 Code of Federal Regulations, Title 3 (1996-present ) 

 

 

Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

 Online: Federal Register 
 ProQuest Congressional (1936-present)  

 

http://micro189.lib3.hawaii.edu/ezproxy/details.php?dbId=2534
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Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

 Online: Federal Register & Code of Federal Regulations, Title 3  
 HeinOnline Federal Register Library (1936-present) 

 

Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

American Presidency 

Project  

http://www.presidency

.ucsb.edu/ 

http://micro189.lib3.hawaii.edu/ezproxy/details.php?dbId=50152
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/
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Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

http://www.polsci.uh.edu/database/procdatabase.asp 

 Presidential Proclamations Project (University of Houston) 
 Only covers proclamations, not executive orders 

 Provides a list, not the full text 

 

Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

http://www.polsci.uh.edu/database/procdatabase.asp
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Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

 Disposition tables at National Archives 

http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/executive-orders/disposition.html 

 

Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

 Older EOs and Ps (1789-1983) available on CIS microfiche 
from ProQuest, with a printed index! 

 

CIS EO&P fiche 
CIS EO&P index 
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Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

 CIS index sources 

 

Locating the text of EOs & Ps 

 Bennett & Yannarella (1986) describe a number of other 
strategies to locate the text if you don’t have the CIS index. 

 



9 

Handwritten EOs & Ps 

Pardon of Samuel D. 

Brown for breaking into 

U.S. post office 

Maps 

Military 

reservation, Fort 

Ruger, Oahu, H. T. 
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Directives that are not entitled EO or P  

Directive placing Midway 

under Navy control 

(1903) 

Directive stating that Guam 

shall be placed under Navy 

control (1898). 

EOs and Ps related to Hawai‘i and the Pacific  

 Methodology  

 Pilot project using EOs and Ps for Guam 

 Create Excel spreadsheet from entries in CIS index to 

presidential executive orders & proclamations 

 Include FR citation, CIS accession number, executive order or 

proclamation number, and keywords for the location 

 Review documents on microfiche and write summaries, 

mentioning whether maps are included 

 Add entries and links to online content from American 

Presidency Project, Presidential Proclamations Project, 

ProQuest Congressional, and HeinOnline. 

 Spreadsheet will be converted to MySQL database   
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Guam (table view) 

Database search screen 
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Mahalo! Questions? 

Hawai`i Volcanoes National 

Park 

Contact: Gwen Sinclair 

gsinclai@hawaii.edu 


