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GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Bureau of Land Management provides live 

access to Federal land conveyance records for 

the Public Land States, including image access 

to more than five million Federal land title 

records issued between 1820 and the present.  

There are also images related to survey plats 

and field notes, dating back to 1810. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION (CONT.) 

Due to the organization of documents in the 

General Land Office collection, this site DOES 

NOT currently contain every Federal title record 

issued for the Public Land States. 

LAND PATENTS 

 Federal Land Patents offer researchers a 
source of information on the initial transfer of 
land titles from the Federal government to 
individuals. 

 This allows the researcher to see 

Who—Patentee, Assignee, Warrantee, etc 

 Location—Legal Land Description 

When—Issue Date 

 Type of patent 
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LAND PATENTS, CONT. 

 Types of Patents  

 Cash entries 

Homestead 

Military Warrants 

 

 Displays  

Basic information in table format 

 PDF of actual document 

HTTP://WWW.GLORECORDS.BLM.GOV/ 

Header for the Bureau of Land Management website 
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SEARCHING LAND PATENTS 

 Location 

 State 

 County 

 

 Name 

 Last Name 

 First Name 

Middle Name 

SEARCHING LAND PATENTS, CONT. 

 Land Description 
 Township 

 Range 

 Meridian 

 Section 

 Miscellaneous 
 Land Office 

 Document # 

 Indian Allot. # 

 Survey# 

 Issue Date 
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                                           My Hager Family Tree 

              I will use the “Marquess” line in my Land Patent Search. 

The Land Patents initial search page. 
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          Search Results Screen 
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                      Patent Detail 

Patent Image that can be printed or e-mailed.  You can 

also purchase certified copies. 
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Under the Related Documents tab, shows nearby Land Patents issued. 

This is a township example.  Each township is divided into 36 sections.  

Each section is divided into quarters, each quarter is quartered again. 
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SURVEY PLATS AND FIELD NOTES 

Survey Plats are part of the official record of the 

cadastral survey.  Surveying is the art and 

science of measuring the land to locate the 

limits of an owner’s interest thereon. 

A cadastral survey is a survey that creates, 

marks, defines, retraces or re-establishes the 

boundaries and subdivisions of Federal Lands 

of the United States. 

SURVEY PLATS AND FIELD NOTES, CONT. 

The survey plat is the graphic drawing of the 

boundaries involved with a particular survey 

project, and contains the official acreage to be 

used in the legal description. 
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SURVEY PLATS AND FIELD NOTES, CONT. 

Field notes are the narrative record of the 

cadastral survey.  They are written in tabular 

format and contain the detailed descriptions of 

the entire survey process including the 

instrumentation and procedures utilized, calling 

all physical evidence evaluated in the survey 

process, and listing all of the individuals who 

participated in the work. 

SEARCHING SURVEY PLATS BY TYPE 

 Location 

 State 

 County 

 Land Description 

 Township 

Range 

Meridian 
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SEARCHING SURVEY PLATS BY TYPE (CONT.) 

 Miscellaneous 

 Survey Type 

 Surveyor 

 Contract/Group Number 

 Approved Date 

 Survey Number 

The Survey Plats search page.  As an example,  I am using where I live. 
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The Search results page. 

The Survey Plat Details page. 
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The Plat Image 

The Related Documents page lists all Land Patents in this particular 

township. 
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LAND STATUS RECORDS 

Land Status Records are used by the Bureau of 

Land Management Western State Offices to 

document the ongoing state of a township’s 

Federal and private land regarding title, lease, 

rights and usage.  These documents include 

Master  Title Plats, which are a composite of all 

Federal surveys for a township.  

LAND STATUS RECORDS (CONT.) 

Other Land Status Records include Use Plats, 

Historical Indices, and Supplemental plats. 



15 

SEARCHING LAND STATUS RECORDS 

 Location 

 State 

 County 

 Land Description 

 Township 

Range 

Meridian 

 Document Type 

 

 

 

 

 

SEARCHING LAND STATUS RECORDS (CONT.) 

Only the western states of Arizona, Colorado, 

Idaho, Kansas, Montana, North Dakota, New 

Mexico, Oklahoma and South Dakota are 

available for searching. 
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You can contact me with questions 

or for more information  at: 

 

                                                                     

fhager@atu.edu 


