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GENERAL INFORMATION

The Bureau of Land Management provides live
access to Federal land conveyance records for
the Public Land States, including image access
to more than five million Federal land title
records issued between 1820 and the present.
There are also images related to survey plats
and field notes, dating back to 1810.




GENERAL INFORMATION (CONT.)

Due to the organization of documents in the
General Land Office collection, this site DOES
NOT currently contain every Federal title record
issued for the Public Land States.

LAND PATENTS

Federal Land Patents offer researchers a
source of information on the initial transfer of
land titles from the Federal government to
individuals.

This allows the researcher to see
Who—Patentee, Assignee, Warrantee, etc
Location—Legal Land Description
When—Issue Date
Type of patent




LAND PATENTS, CONT.

Types of Patents
Cash entries
Homestead
Military Warrants

Displays
Basic information in table format
PDF of actual document
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Header for the Bureau of Land Management website




SEARCHING LAND PATENTS

Location
State
County

Name
Last Name
First Name
Middle Name

SEARCHING LAND PATENTS, CONT,

Land Description
Township
Range
Meridian
Section

Miscellaneous
Land Office
Document #
Indian Allot. #
Survey#
Issue Date
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* Get detailed information by checling the Silossary in the Reference Center.
® For more tips and help, check out our Patent Search Overview.

search patentees warch warrantens

Land Description
Township: | =™ / [ v Jro[- =] ]
Range: | [=1%] /[ ]
Any Meridian - Any Tribe - ~|
|
_W_ Note: This site daes not caver avery state, but wa do have roscurce links for most

states.

USAGOV | NeFsaiad | DOl | Dil

The Land Patents initial search page.




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

/ﬁ\' Search Documents Reference Center Support Shopping Cart &

B Search Documents

[ scaren ocumems oy e | [EScurppcmens byldsnites]

Patents » ‘sﬂuh

LR state: | ARRANGAS To search for land patents:

County: M 1. Start by selecting the State
el 2. You do not have to fill in all fields, but provide at Jeast ons additional feld
3 Click the Search Patents button

mes

FastMame: | « Hover your mouse over a field to get a brief description
widdieName: [ | * Gt detailed information by checking the Glossary in the Reference Center

* For more fips and help, check out our Datert Search Overview

search patentees [ search warrantees

Land Description Miscellaneous

Land Office; |- Any Land Office -

Weridian: | — Any Meridian v mdian otz ] Tribes [ — Any Tribe —— v

|

Authority: [——-—- Any Authority ----—-—

T rE—— Nate: This site does nat caver every state, but we da have resore ks for most
stafes.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Shopping Cart &2

/ﬁ Search Documents Reference Center Support

P Search Documents b Results List]
D Priter Frinelly &

Sec. # ‘ County

Twp-Rng ‘ Aliquots

»
Hatent Image | Accession ‘ Names) ‘ Doc # ‘ State | Meri
N AR1070 407 2] MARGUESS, THOMAS R 6/1/1860 11748 AR sthpm D16M - 033w SEWSER 29 “Washington

Search Results Screen




. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

/ﬁ\' Search Docume Reference Center Suppurl Shopping Cart &

B Search Documents B Result: atent Details

State: frkansas  ssue Date:g/1/1850  Cancelled: g

Accession Nr: gR1070__407  Document Type: State Yolume Patent

| patencvecats | [ pammge i | elted bocumeni ] Pkl 5

Names On Document Miscellaneous Information
[E] #hsRQUESS, THOMAS R Land Office: Fayettewille
US Reservations: No

Mineral Reservations: Mo
Tribe:
M

State In Favor Of: -
Authority: April 24, 1820; Sale-Cash Entry (3 Stat, 566)
Military Rank: - General Remarks:
Document Numbers Survey Information
Document Nr: 1748 Total Acres: 40
Misc. Doc. Mr: Survey Date:
BLM Serial Nr: AR NO S/N Geographic Name: -
Indian Allot. Nr: Metes/Bounds: Nao
Land Descriptions
State Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots Section Survey # County
4R Sth P, T - (33U SEILSEY: 29 Washirgtan

USABOV | NoFearfet | DOI |

er | About BLM | Notices | et Adobe Reader®

Patent Detail

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR A 3
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Search Documents Reference Center Support

leraliLandiC

» s mants B Rasdls st B Potert Detaiks

Accesston Wi AR10T)_ 407 Document Type:Stats ¥l State:irkangss e Duter /140 Cancellet: g

[T | T L7}
-“ Cert "’”“|-"-;i on Ceified cpies, (Yo i )
A8zEe=

Page 407 | (rof1) | (=) (e (203w (<] | B | W7 5 Tools Cotmment

Sign

YHE UITED KTATES OF ANERICA

=
@
W

a R T T Y S—p—

Patent Image that can be printed or e-mailed. You can
also purchase certified copies.




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Land Office.Records

Shopping Cart

(=7

Accossion Me: ARINI_ 407 Document Type: Seate Volume Potent  $tate: Arkonsss  lssuie Date:6 /11860 Cancollod: No
| oo ] [Cpaentimans ]| retoted 0o

Below are docurnents matching the following Aand deserition from the current document: AR Sth P Tewnship 16,08 Ranes 33,00 Section 29

s Printer Friendly b

Patents + ames(j) | Date | Doc# ‘ state ‘ Meridian ‘ Two - Rna ‘ Allauots ‘ sec. # | County
LIRS - AROD9Z0_A0L | (B BRISSIE, JOHN aHofieea 40d4e kR P OLEN-033W MWW 29 Washington
LSRR
= ARosuo pso | [E] JACKSON, THOMAS 10/1843 ZeAS AR SthEM  OIGN-D03W  SWusEw 29 Washingtan
ool
=y am0sa0 g | [E] JACKSON, THOMAS IM0fB43 2013 AR SHhPM  OIGN-003W  Ewswu 29 Washingtan
=y aRizo 407 | [EIMARQUESS, THOMASR  6/1/1B60 11748 AR SthPM  OLGN-DI0W  SEWSEW 29 Washingtan
= amoseo ool | [E] ODLE, JEREMIAH D /15186 7260 AR BHPM OLEN-030W  SWuSWA 29 Washingtan
= Rosn ey | [E] POWELL, SAMUELD 11150854 7297 AR SthEM  OLGN-U33W  SWUNWA 29 Washington
-5 ARO910 157 | [E] SMITH, ANDREW BA0fiB4s 3822 AR Bth P 016N - 035W  NWRNWY% 29 Washington
= eRoszo sze  |[E) SITH, JAMES 9/20/1839 12093 AR SthPM  OI6N-033W  WWNEW 29 Washington
- ARD9I0_izz | [E] SMITH, JAMES, BA0fLE4S 2604 AR Sth P O16N - 033W  EVANW S Washington
[E] SMITH, ANDREW
= eEow0 o |[E) SMITH, JAMES 11/1501854 7335 AR ShPM  OL6N-033W  NWWSEW 29 washington
- AR09Gn 555 | [E] SMITH, JAMES 12/i501856 7579 AR Sth PM O16N - 033W  SEWNE Y £ Washington
=y amioso oin | [E) SMITH, MATHEW 211860 10836 AR SthPM  OI6N-033W  NEWSEW 29 washington
- AROAZO 425 [E] WAGNON, THOMAS /2011839 1282 AR SthPM 016N -033W  SEWSEW 20 Washington
QLGN 033W NEWNEW 29 washington

UsA GOV | N

e | DOl | Dissl

| AboutBLM | Holiess | GalAdabe

Under the Related Documents tab, shows nearby Land Patents issued.
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Section 14 shows both normal division of
the section into aliquot parts and the
fractional division into government lots.

This is a township example. Each township is divided into 36 sections.
Each section is divided into quarters, each quarter is quartered again.




SURVEY PLATS AND FIELD NOTES

Survey Plats are part of the official record of the
cadastral survey. Surveying is the art and
science of measuring the land to locate the
limits of an owner’s interest thereon.

A cadastral survey is a survey that creates,
marks, defines, retraces or re-establishes the
boundaries and subdivisions of Federal Lands
of the United States.

SURVEY PLATS AND FIELD NOTES, CONT,

The survey plat is the graphic drawing of the
boundaries involved with a particular survey
project, and contains the official acreage to be
used in the legal description.




SURVEY PLATS AND FIELD NOTES, CONT,

Field notes are the narrative record of the
cadastral survey. They are written in tabular
format and contain the detailed descriptions of
the entire survey process including the
instrumentation and procedures utilized, calling
all physical evidence evaluated in the survey
process, and listing all of the individuals who
participated in the work.

SEARCHING SURVEY PLATS BY TYPE

Location
State
County
Land Description
Township
Range
Meridian
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SEARCHING SURVEY PLATS BY TYPE (CONT.)

Miscellaneous
Survey Type
Surveyor
Contract/Group Number
Approved Date
Survey Number
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b SearchDocuments B Resutslist b

ey Detalls

DMID:3183  Survey Type: Original Survey  State: Aransas

Survey Office:
Swrv. Type Other:
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Acreage:

Mining District:
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Survey Activities
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Plat Information:
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The Survey Plat Details page.
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DM ID:3189  Survey Type: Original Survey  State: Arkansas

Survey Plat Details Plat Image Related Documents
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The Related Documents page lists all Land Patents in this particular
township.




LAND STATUS RECORDS

Land Status Records are used by the Bureau of
Land Management Western State Offices to
document the ongoing state of a township’s
Federal and private land regarding title, lease,
rights and usage. These documents include
Master Title Plats, which are a composite of all
Federal surveys for a township.

LAND STATUS RECORDS (CONT.)

Other Land Status Records include Use Plats,
Historical Indices, and Supplemental plats.
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SEARCHING LAND STATUS RECORDS

Location
State
County
Land Description
Township
Range
Meridian
Document Type

SEARCHING LAND STATUS RECC

RECORDS (CONT.)

Only the western states of Arizona, Colorado,
Idaho, Kansas, Montana, North Dakota, New
Mexico, Oklahoma and South Dakota are
available for searching.
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You can contact me with questions
or for more information at:

fhager@atu.edu

Al
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