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Brief History of Fiche Distribution 

Kessler, Ridley R. 1996. A brief history of the federal depository library program: A personal 
perspective. Journal of Government Information 23 (4): 369-80. 

•1977 – GPO first used fiche 
•Mid/late 1980s – fiche accounted for 60% if depository distribution 
•1991/1994 – Regionals received an average of 67,000 fiche each year 
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Debate at the University of Denver 

When asked about FDLP microfiche distribution, 
both candidates seemed to fall flat with their 
responses. 



3 

All Docs in Storage 

All University of Denver documents, including 
fiche, are in a remote storage facility. 

Penrose Library Renovation 
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Reopening Early 2013 

Project Ownership 

• This project is not a University of Denver project, but it is a 
project of the Colorado Alliance of Research Libraries. The 
University of Denver is the initiator of the project and to-
date is doing 100% of the workload. 

• I first proposed this project in January 2010 in a 
presentation to the Alliance, but became distracted with 
the renovation of our library. 
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Defining the Scope: Some Fiche Series 

Already Digitized – Overlook These 

• NASA Reports (NAS 1.15:; NAS 1.26:; NAS 1.60:) 

• GAO Reports 

• ERIC Documents (hopefully these will be restored 
soon) 

• DTIC Reports 

• Energy Bridge 

• Selected EPA Reports 

• Office of Technology Assessment (Y 3.T 22/2:) 

• Others  

 

Project Would Focus on Series Where Substantial 

Numbers of MARC Records Exist in the CGP 

• A 13.78: Forest Service Research Papers  
• A 13.88: Forest Service General Technical Reports 
• A 92.9/ Dept of Agriculture, National Agricultural 

Statistics Service 
• C 55.13: NOAA Technical Reports 
• C 55.214 NOAA Climatological Data 
• D 103.2: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers general 

publications 
• I 19.76: USGS Open-File Reports 
• I 29.2 National Park special reports (limited release) 
• Y 3.P 31: U.S. Institute of Peace documents 
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Rule In / Rule Out 

• Focus of project will be materials for which there 
are records in the CGP. This rules out things such 
as: 
– PREX 7.10: Foreign Broadcast Information Service 

(FBIS) documents 
– PREX 7.13: Joint Publications Research Service (JPRS) 

documents 

• Rule out series where vendor records exist: 
– Congressional Reports and Documents in the Serial 

Set 
– Congressional Hearings 

Focus of this project is documents series 

that haven’t been digitized before 

• ID those areas using our ILS reporting. 

• Import all fiche records into a Microsoft 
Access database. 

• Focus on Records that contain no link to 
online content. 
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I built-up a master database by 

exporting records from the library ILS 

• 85,788 fiche records. These are bib records, not 
individual fiche. In some cases a record has 
multiple fiche holdings attached to it. 

Compile Master Database in Access 
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Scanning Issues 

Obvious Problem: Second Generation 

• Trying to make digital copies of fiche is 
challenging because the fiche master is itself a 
copy. 

• Limitations on how much you can correct. 

• Sometimes you just have to say, “this is as 
good as it gets.” 
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Page Orientation 

Bad Microform Scans Yield Bad Digital 

Scans 
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OCR – Full Text Searchability 

Metadata Standards 
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Record Cloning 

• In cases where serially-produced publications 
are cataloged as serials, we would need to 
clone records to account for each piece. 

I 28.59/2:987/1 

Digital World – individual 
monographic records  

Print/Fiche World – 
serial record  

I 28.59/2:987/2 

I 28.59/2:987/3-5 

I 28.59/2:987/6 

I 28.59/2:987/7 

Grabbing Records from the CGP with 

MARCedit 
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Catalog Record Distribution 

• Z39.50 harvesting 

• FTP record pickup 

• OCLC (you can pay for it if that’s what you 
want!) 

 

What is Unique About this Project? 

• Record distribution model. We plan to make 
records available in batches pickup (perhaps 
via FTP). Records could also be harvested via 
OIA-PMH protocols. In addition, records would 
be in OCLC. 

• Collaborative scanning model. We may open 
up the project so that other depositories could 
contribute scanned/OCRed content. Not 
certain of this yet. 
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[microform] [electronic resource] 

Local OPAC 

Distribution to depository 
community 

Alliance Government Documents Fiche Scanning Project 

Catalog of Government 
Publications 

[batched records] 
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Notes to above chart, part I 

1. Most depositores have more and more drawers of documents 
fiche used less and less. 

2. Fiche are scanned on a variety of machines. The Alliance purchased 
a Sunrise 3 in 1 Speedscan. We also use a ScanPro 2000 scanner. 

3. Scanner outputs TIF images. 
4. TIF images are scanned and OCRed with ABBYY Finereader, and 

PDFs are produced. 
5. TIFs and PDFs and combined with metadata into a METS envelope. 
6. The METS envelope is deposited in the Alliance Digital Repository. 
7. The project is open access and will be exposed to search engines. 
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Notes to above chart, part II 

8. The Catalog of Government Publications is the source of the records. This way 
we are using records that we don’t have to pay for. 

9. Microform records will be harvested from the CGP using Z39.50 protocols and 
our depository password (see 
http://www.fdlp.gov/home/repository/doc_view/226-cgp-via-z3950-
configuration-and-faqs-handout). 

10. Microform records converted to electronic records. 
11. From these MARC records MODS metadata is created and packed in with the 

METS envelope (see 5. above). 
12. The MARC electronic format records will be batched for loading into local ILS 

systems.  
13. In the case of the University of Denver, these records will be discoverable in our 

local OPAC. 
14. In addition records will be discoverable in Prospector, the Colorado union 

catalog. 
15. Record batches will be eventually available for delivery or pickup by interested 

libraries. 
16. Records will also be contributed to OCLC for libraries that wish to pay for them. 

Naming the Project 

• Federal Access to Reports, Technical & 
Scientific – maybe not a good name 

• Another Life: Federal Fiche Online 

• URL (may change): http://gopig.coalliance.org  
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Questions? 

Christopher C.  Brown, Government Documents Librarian 
University of Denver, Penrose Library 
(303) 871-3404; cbrown@du.edu  

mailto:cbrown@du.edu

