
5 Flags: San Antonio’s 
Multinational History



Exploration 
and Early 
Settlement

Lomax, Louise. San Antonio’s River. San Antonio, Tex. : Naylor Co., 1948. Image courtesy of 
UTSA Special Collections.Photo taken by K. Amen, 2009. 

Photo taken by B. Hathorn, used under cc license.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:San_Antonio_River_in_Floresville,_TX_IMG_2644.JPG�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en�


Indigenous Peoples of South Texas 
during Spanish Rule

Tonkawa

Karankawa

Coahuiltecan

Apache 

Comanche

Lipan Apache
Yoakum, Henderson. History of Texas, from its first settlement in 1685 to its annexation to the United States in 
1846. New York : Redfield, 1856. Image courtesy of UTSA Special Collections.



Searching for the Coahuiltecans, their 
contemporaries, and their predecessors

n 
Acuna (41BX12). San Antonio, TX: Center for 
Archaeological Research, 2009. Image courtesy 
of UTSA Special Collections. 

Kelly, Thomas C., et al. Archaeological investigations 
at four sites in the dry Comal watershed, Comal 
County, south central Texas. San Antonio : Center for 
Archaeological Research, University of Texas at San 
Antonio, 1975. Image courtesy of UTSA Special 
Collections. 

Figueroa, Antonia et al. Additional Phase II Testing at 41BX323 in Brackenridge Park, San Antonio, 
Bexar County, Texas. San Antonio, TX: Center for Archaeological Reports, 2007. Image courtesy of 
UTSA Special Collections. 



Spanish Exploration in South Texas

ez Cabeza de Vaca, Alvar. The journey of Alvar ez Cabeza de Vaca and his companions from Florida to the Pacific, 1528-
1536. Fanny Bandelier, Tr. New York : A.S. Barnes & company, 1905, front matter.

Narváez expedition in South Texas 
(Cabeza de Vaca), 1532. 

Alonzo de Leon Expeditions, 
1689 and 1690.

Domingo Teran de los Rios, 1691. 



Domingo Teran de los Rios, 1691

Hatcher, Mattie Alice Austin. The expedition of Don Domingo Teran de los Rios into Texas / [translated] by Mattie 
Austin Hatcher ; edited by Rev. Paul J. Foik. Austin, Tex. : Texas Knights of Columbus Historical Commission, 1932. 
Image courtesy of UTSA Special Collections. 



The Expansion of Northern New Spain

Consejo de Indias. Study by Juan Ramon Bastarrachea Manzano. n de 
leyes de los reynos de las Indias. Madrid : Ediciones Cultura nica, 1973. 
Facsimile Reprint of the 1681 ed. published by J. de Paredes, Madrid. Image courtesy 
of UTSA Special Collections. 

Keepcases. New Spain (orthographic projection).  Used under cc license

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:New_Spain_(orthographic_projection).svg�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Text_of_the_GNU_Free_Documentation_License�


San Antonio de Béxar Presidio, est. 1718

liz, Francisco. Diary of the n expedition into Texas, 1718-1719. 
Fritz L. Hoffmann, tr. Los Angeles: The Quivira Society, 1935. Image 
courtesy of UTSA Special Collections. 

Wright, S.J., The Spanish Governor’s Palace. San Antonio, TX: Naylor  Printing Co., 
Publishers, 1932. Image courtesy of UTSA Special Collections. 

National Register 
of Historic Places 
Application Form, 
1976

Photo taken by I. Williams, 2011



1718: Mission San 
Antonio de Valero

1731: 
1) Mission Nuestra
Senora de la 
Purisima
Concepcion de 
Acuna

2) San Juan 
Capistrano 

3) San Francisco 
de la Espada

1720: Mission San 
José y San Miguel de 
Aguayo

San Antonio’s 
Missions

Map from Archaeological 
investigations at four San Antonio 
missions : Mission Trails 
Underground Conversion Project. 
By Cynthia L. Tennis et al. , 
c2001. Pp. 56.



Map from Archaeological 
investigations at four San Antonio 
missions : Mission Trails 
Underground Conversion Project. By 
Cynthia L. Tennis et al. , c2001. 
Pp. 56.

Photo taken by I. Williams, 2011

Picture from  San Antonio Album by Paul Wagner's Bazaar, [189-?] 
Image courtesy of UTSA Special Collections. 

Mission San 
Antonio de Valero, 
1718. 



Mission San José 
y San Miguel de 
Aguayo, 1720

Map from Archaeological 
investigations at four San Antonio 
missions : Mission Trails 
Underground Conversion Project. 
By Cynthia L. Tennis et al. , 
c2001. Pp. 56.

Photo taken by K. Amen, 2009.

Picture from  San Antonio Album by Paul Wagner's Bazaar, [189-?] 
Image courtesy of UTSA Special Collections. 

Picture from Proposed San Antonio 
Missions National Historical Park, Tex., 

1977. H. Doc. 95-264/9.



Mission Nuestra Senora de la Purisima
Concepcion de Acuna, 1731. 

Map from Archaeological 
investigations at four San Antonio 
missions : Mission Trails 
Underground Conversion Project. By 
Cynthia L. Tennis et al. , c2001. 
Pp. 56.

Photo taken by K. Amen, 2009.

Picture from  San Antonio Album by Paul Wagner's Bazaar, [189-?] 
Image courtesy of UTSA Special Collections. 

Photo taken by Andy (atamx), 2010, used under cc license. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/atmtx/5210411975/�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/deed.en�


San Juan 
Capistrano, 
1731. 

Photo taken by K. Amen, 2009.

Picture from  San Antonio Album by Paul 
Wagner's Bazaar, [189-?] Image courtesy 
of UTSA Special Collections. 

Map from Proposed San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, Tex., b977. 
H. Doc. 95-264/9

Hearing on San Antonio Missions National Historical 
Park, Texas, 1976, SuDoc Y4.In8/14:94-24. 



Map from San Antonio’s River by Louise Lomax, 1948.

San Francisco 
de la Espada, 
1731. 

Photo taken by Liveon001, used under cc license.

Photo taken by K. Amen, 2009.

Cox, I. Waynne. Archaeological monitoring at Espada
Road acequia crossing, south SanAntonio, Bexar County, 

Texas. [San Antonio, Tex.] : Center for Archaeological 
Research, University of Texas at San Antonio, 1993.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Espada_Acequia.JPG�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en�


Canary Islanders, Settlers from the King, 1731

Map from google maps satellite.  Arrows show approximate route from the Canary 
Islands to Havanna, to Vera Cruz, and finally to San Antonio.  



Villa de San Fernando de Béxar

Paul Wagner’s Bazaar. Souvenir of San Antonio. San 
Antonio, Tex. : Paul Wagner's Bazaar, [189-?] Image 
courtesy of UTSA Special Collections. 

Map of San Antonio in the 1730s, photocopy in UTSA Special Collections.  Source unclear, probably 
dating from the 1970s. Image courtesy of UTSA Special Collections. 



An unlikely source of unity...

Photo taken by  Ed Shipul, used under cc license.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Texas_Longhorn_cow.jpg�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en�


5 Flags over San Antonio

Spain 1519-1821   

Mexico 1821-1836

Republic of Texas 1836-1845

United States 1845-1861

Confederacy 1861-1865

United States 1865-present 



What about that 6th Flag?

Some include France (1685-1689) as a 6th flag 
for Texas.  

Fort Saint Louis was 

an ill-fated French fort 

on the Texas coast.  

Image Courtesy: Texas Historical Commission



Texas Under Mexico 1821-1836

Problems remained the same: distance from 
Mexico City, sometimes hostile Indian tribes, 
and floods of settlers.



Political Divisions of the Mexican Republic Federal 
Constitution of 1824

"Courtesy of the University of Texas Libraries, The University of Texas at Austin

1824 – Mexican government 
united the provinces of Texas 
and Coahuila .  Texas was 
known as Department of 
Bexar which was headed by a 
political chief in San Antonio.



Turning Point of 3 nations

• Pioneers from the Mexican south (Tejanos) 
and the Anglo north (Texians) flowed into the 
frontier region.

• Mexican government at first encouraged, and 
growing alarmed, outlawed U.S. immigration.

• But by 1835 1000 people a month were 
streaming into Texas.



Texas Independence
In 1835 Texas revolted.  

Several bloody battles were 

fought, including the 

Siege of Bexar in 1835 and the

historic and iconic battle of 

the Alamo February 23-

March 6, 1836.  
James Butler Bonham, William Barrett Travis, Davy Crockett, 
James Bowie   From History of San Antonio and Early Days in 
Texas, Robert Sturmberg, 1920, San Antonio: Press of the 
Standard Printing Company, p. 81



Republic of Texas

Surrender of Santa Anna, painting by Charles Shaw
Detail from Battle of San Jacinto, Henry Arthur McArdle, Texas State 
Capitol Building. Courtesy of the Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission.

Texas Revolution ended on April 21,1836 when Mexican President Santa Anna, 
dressed as a private, was taken prisoner in San Jacinto  (now near Houston) by 
forces under Sam Houston.

http://www.senate.gov/reference/common/image/Sam_Houston.htm�
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/mcardle/paintings/sanjac-big.html�
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The Alamo site you see today is far smaller 
than 1836 boundaries, much of which is 
under private and public buildings.  The 
Alamo‘s distinctive front gable was added in 
the 1850’s  

The Alamo, San Antonio, Texas, ca 1930s. 
Habs, The Alamo, after 1933, Historic American Buildings 
Survey (Library of Congress), TEX,15-SANT,15-

San Antonio Express-News, February 27, 2011

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mdbquery.html�


Republic of Texas
Bexar was organized as the Republic of Texas, 

with its seat chartered in San Antonio.
Sam Houston was first president of Texas (1841-

1844)
John W. Smith 1st mayor of San Antonio 
Despite the treaty, Mexico resisted 
recognizing Texas independence.

Samuel Houston, First President of the Republic of Texas 1841-44, 
Statuary Hall, U.S. Capitol,  Elisabet Ney, 1904, (famous German-born 
sculptor) , 1904, from Art in the United States Capitol, GPO 1978.  



United States (1845-1861)

28 Pub. Res. 8; 5 Stat. 797

U.S. Senate rejected 
treaty to annex Texas 
in 1844 but reversed 
the decision the 
following year.
Texas entered the 
union as 28th state on 
December 19, 1845.  
Ceremony held on 
February 19, 1846. 



Confederacy (1861-1865)

Secession Convention Feb. 1, 1861.  
Reportedly 40% of Bexar residents, primarily 
Germans, were opposed.   Sam Houston 
resigned as governor of Texas in opposition.



1st major U.S. loss in Civil War

First major loss for U.S. in Civil War was in San 
Antonio.

Union Maj. Gen David Twiggs surrendered all 
U.S. Army property in Texas in Main Plaza to a 
force of 800 Confederate supporters under 
Maj. Ben McCulloch.   

Twiggs joined the Confederacy in Georgia 
shortly thereafter.   



United States (1865-present)

The first railroad arrived in 1877; 
commerce expanded enormously

Following the Civil War, San Antonio 
prospered as a center of the cattle 
industry .



San Antonio refuge for revolutionaries

• Ricardo Flores Magon, revolutionist & journalist 
re-founded his newspaper Regeneracion
opposing Porfirio Diaz, in San Antonio

November 1904

• Francisco Madero, future Mexican president and 
martyr, issued his Plan de San Luis Potosí from 
San Antonio and called for a rebellion on 
November 20, 1910.

http://123nonstop.com/�


Harper’s Weekly, Nov. 19, 1912, p. 11-12.



The Future
“San Antonio breathes heavily, dreams of the 

days when she was a Spanish town of no slight 
importance, and looks forward to the morrow.  
She believes that the golden age is not yet 
come.  Her plans for the future are ambitious, 
her opportunity yet to come.”

-- Edward Hungerford, Harper’s Weekly, 11/9/1912 

Panoramic view of San Antonio, Texas. c1910.  Library of Congress American Memory Project.



San antonio and the U.S. Military:

a long hiStory of Cooperation

Printed in San Antonio, the Metropolis and Garden Spot of Texas: and Fort Sam Houston, U.S. Army 

Headquarters Department of Texas © 1909, Paul Ebers.  Photo courtesy of UTSA Special Collection



poSt retUrnS, CaMp Bexar, oCtoBer 21, 1845

Digital copies courtesy of Mr. John M. Manguso, Director, Ft. Sam Houston Museum



Description of the Post at San Antonio
“Outline Descriptions of the Posts in the Military Division of the Missouri Commanded by Lieutenant General P.H. Sheridan”, 

1876, Printed in The Post at San Antonio1845-1879, SuDoc D 114.2:9 84/2

War Department General Order, Name Change to Ft. Sam Houston, September 10, 1890
Digital copies courtesy of John M. Manguso, Director, Ft. Sam Houston Museum



Geronimo and other Apache prisoners at 
the Quadrangle at Ft. Sam Houston, 1886,

and the Quadrangle today.

Geronimo photo credit: The Quadrangle: Hub of Military Activity in Texas, 
An Outline History, SuDoc D 114.2:Q 2/5

Quadrangle photo credit:  Historic American Buildings Survey, 
Photographer David J. Kaminsky.  The National Park Service: 

http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/tx/tx39.htm



Plaque at the Menger Hotel 
commemorating Roosevelt’s 

Rough Rider recruitment 
in 1898.

Accessed March 16, 2011 from:  http://www.travbuddy.com/San-Antonio-
travel-guide-122258/photos/view/481

Teddy Roosevelt and 
the Rough Riders 

at Ft. Sam Houston, 1916.

Accessed March 16, 2011 from:  
http://jdlong.wordpress.com/2009/07/28/when-titans-meet-when-teddy-
roosevelt-met-loved-texas/

http://www.travbuddy.com/San-Antonio-travel-guide-122258/photos/view/481�
http://www.travbuddy.com/San-Antonio-travel-guide-122258/photos/view/481�
http://jdlong.wordpress.com/2009/07/28/when-titans-meet-when-teddy-roosevelt-met-loved-texas/teddy-roosevelt-satx/�
http://jdlong.wordpress.com/2009/07/28/when-titans-meet-when-teddy-roosevelt-met-loved-texas/�
http://jdlong.wordpress.com/2009/07/28/when-titans-meet-when-teddy-roosevelt-met-loved-texas/�


President William Howard Taft dedicating Gift Chapel at Ft. Sam in 1909.

Chapel centennial rededication ceremonies in 2009.
Digital copies courtesy of Mr. John M. Manguso, Director, Ft. Sam Houston Museum



MaChine gUn MUle at ft. SaM hoUSton, 1909.

Printed in San Antonio, the Metropolis and Garden Spot of Texas: and Fort Sam Houston, U.S. Army 

Headquarters Department of Texas © 1909, Paul Ebers.  Photo courtesy of UTSA Special Collections



Military life in San antonio

Printed in San Antonio, Historical and Modern 
©1909, Passing Show Publishing

Photo courtesy of UTSA Special Collections

Presidents Taylor, Grant, and Eisenhower

all served in San Antonio

during their time in the U.S. Military.

Taylor photo credit:  http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/mexican-war.htm
Grant photo credit:  http://lincolnslunch.blogspot.com/2010_10_01_archive.html
Eisenhower photo credit:  
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/History/presidents/Presidents_34_Eisenhower.htm

http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/mexican-war.htm�
http://lincolnslunch.blogspot.com/2010_10_01_archive.html�
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/History/presidents/Presidents_34_Eisenhower.htm�


Photo credits top to bottom:

The Quadrangle: Hub of Military Activity in Texas, An Outline History, SuDoc D 114.2:Q 2/5

National Register of Historic Places:  http://www.nps.gov

Joint Program Mgmt. Office. ttp://texas.construction.com/features/2010/0301_HistoricalFort-1.asp

Legends of America:  http://www.legendsofamerica.com/tx-fortsamhouston.html

http://www.nps.gov/�
http://texas.construction.com/features/2010/0301_HistoricalFort-1.asp�
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Camp Bullis filming of “Wings,” winner for Best Picture 

at the first Academy Awards in 1929

Printed in The Quadrangle: Hub of Military Activity in Texas, An Outline History, SuDoc D 114.2:Q 2/5



The first plane 

owned by the U.S. 

Army, assembled 

and flown by

Lieutenant B.D. 

Foulois (2nd from left).

Brought to Ft. Sam 

in a crate in 1910.

Photo printed in A History of 

Military Aviation in San Antonio,

SuDoc D 1.2: H 62/14

airplane 
nUMBer 1 

Following the establishment of the Army’s first Aeronautical 

Division in 1907, the Army wasted no time in finding pilots 

and beginning their mastery of the skies.



Authorization to purchase Kelly Field
Statutes at Large (39 Stat. 622 1910-1917)

Photo: Architectural Record, v.45, Jan-June 1919, pg.  445



the taj Majal

Randolph Air Force Base

Accessed March 11, 2011 from 
http://www.snopes.com/photos/military/randolph.asp

Authorization to purchase 
Randolph Field

February 18, 1928

45 Stat. 129 1927-1929

http://www.snopes.com/photos/military/graphics/randolph1.jpg�


Opening of San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center,
Lackland Air Force Base, July 4, 1942

General orders courtesy of Mr. Tracy English,  Lackland Chief Historian
Photo from Wikipedia:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:San_antonio_aviation_cadet_center_1943.jpg

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:San_antonio_aviation_cadet_center_1943.jpg�


Authorization to form the Medical 
Joint-Cross Services Group at the San Antonio

Regional Medical Center, Ft. Sam Houston
May 9, 2005, Department of the Air Force

Accessed March 9, 2011 from www.defense.gov/brac

Printed in The Post at San Antonio1845-1879, SuDoc D 114.2:9 84/2

Photo credit: http://www.sammc.amedd.army.mil/





San Antonio: Today

Photo of new River Walk extension to the Pearl Brewery from San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau 2010 Annual Report.



San Antonio: Today
A diverse and growing population

Census Bureau. 2010 Census Data. http://2010.census.gov/2010census/data/index.php

• State: urban population 
growing

• Hispanic/Latino 
population exploding

• Bexar County: steady 
growth 

• as diverse as Texas is 
becoming, San Antonio is 
more so …

San Antonio

http://2010.census.gov/2010census/data/index.php�
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/data/index.php�


San Antonio: Today

Census Bureau. “State & County Quick Facts.” http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/index.html

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/index.html�


San Antonio: Today
Diverse weather — all or nothing!

Edwards Underground Water District. “Critical Period Triggers, Stages, and Withdrawal Reductions. “
http://www.edwardsaquifer.org/includes/tng/pub/tNG_download4.php?cID=6&KT_download1=0e9fe5fd7f796bc8a93e8bc6f50c0a3a

• usually nothing: 
droughts

• water management 
a multi-level 
governmental 
concern

• Edwards Aquifer: a 
regional resource

• well levels trigger 
different stage water 
restrictions

NOAA. “Monthly/Annual/Average Precipitation.” http://www.srh.noaa.gov/images/ewx/sat/satmonrain.pdf

http://www.edwardsaquifer.org/includes/tng/pub/tNG_download4.php?cID=6&KT_download1=0e9fe5fd7f796bc8a93e8bc6f50c0a3a�
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/images/ewx/sat/satmonrain.pdf�


San Antonio: Today

USGS. “Floods in the Guadalupe and San Antonio River Basins in 
Texas, October 1998.” http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/FS-147-99/pdf/fs-147-99.pdf

• often, when it rains, it pours!

• urban flash floods not uncommon

• Hill Country floods have been devastating

Photo taken by K. Amen

San 
Antonio

http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/FS-147-99/pdf/fs-147-99.pdf�


San Antonio: Today
A diverse ecosystem

Bexar County: 4 
regions intersect

Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept. “Ecoregions of Texas.”  http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/pwd_pl_w7000_1187a/media/1.pdf

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/pwd_pl_w7000_1187a/media/1.pdf�


San Antonio: Today

Beach photo: Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept. “Mustang Island State Park.”
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/mustang_island/

Photo taken by K. Amen

Photo taken by K. Amen

A diversity of recreation options nearby !

Photo taken by K. Amen

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/mustang_island/�


San Antonio: Today
A diversity of sightseeing options in town

• River Walk is the 
most interesting …

• … and the most 
convenient

Photo of new River Walk extension and San Antonio Museum of Art: San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau. “2010 
Annual Report.”  http://www.visitsanantonio.com/partner-resources/annual-report-fy-2010/index.aspx

• a little history

• still evolving

http://www.visitsanantonio.com/partner-resources/annual-report-fy-2010/index.aspx�
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River Walk: History
Before there was a River Walk…

• River has always been important to the area

• Establishment of Missions along the river, 
enhanced by network of acequias

Lomax, Louise. San Antonio’s River. San Antonio, Tex. : 
Naylor Co., 1948.

Photo  (ca. 1877) from UTSA’s Institute of Texan Cultures, reproduced in 
Crown Jewel of Texas: the story of San Antonio’s River. By Lewis F. Fisher. 
San Antonio: Maverick Pub. Co. 1997.



River Walk: History
Before there was a River Walk…

Center for Archaeological Research, The University of Texas at San 
Antonio. Historic overview and archival archaeological investigation for 
the San Antonio River Improvements Project : Houston to Lexington 
segment. Archaeological Survey Report, No. 299.

• many bends straightened out over the years

• different schemes for solving flood/drought 
problems

• proposals to pave over the river completely 
were often put forward

“Floodwaters on Houston Street, 1913.” UTSA’s Institute of Texas 
Cultures, No. 101-0001.

http://cdm15125.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/p15125coll8&CISOBOX1=:�


River Walk: History
Before there was a River Walk…

• Population and commerce grew

• Cycles of drought/floods caused more 
problems

• 1921: major flood: killed 50 people

• Olmos Dam built upstream

• “Great Bend” cutoff with flood gates: 1929

1921 flood  photos from UTSA’s Institute of Texan Cultures, Nos. 80-
137 and 91-292, reproduced  in  Flash Floods in Texas.  By 
Jonathan Burnett. College Station, Tex.: Texas A&M Press. 2008.



River Walk: History
Building it: Robert Hugman & WPA

Writers' Program of the Work 
Projects Administration in the State 
of Texas. Along the San Antonio 
river. 1941. Courtesy of UTSA 
Library Special Collections.

Flood gates protecting 
the “Great Bend”

• locally-raised funds 
matched with WPA grant

• proponent of river 
improvements since 
1929, Robert Hugman
was project architect

• construction: 1939-41

• walkways, retaining 
walls, bridges

• deepening channel

• landscaping

• initial focus on “Great 
Bend” 

• 1946: Casa Rio opens, 
first River Walk 
restaurant



River Walk: History
Expanding for Hemisfair

• World’s Fair in 1968, 250th anniversary of city founding

• Extension of the River to the new convention center

Photos from Portal to Texas History 
(http://texashistory.unt.edu/),  
contributed by UTSA.

http://texashistory.unt.edu/�


Photos from Portal to Texas History 
(http://texashistory.unt.edu/),  
contributed by UTSA.

• Increased focus on the River by businesses 
all through the 1960’s

• New hotels for Hemisfair

River Walk: History
Expanding for Hemisfair

President Johnson 
speaking at Hemisfair, 
July 4, 1968

Fisher, Lewis F. Crown Jewel of 
Texas: the story of San Antonio’s 
River. San Antonio: Maverick Pub. 
Co. 1997.

http://texashistory.unt.edu/�


River Walk: History
A summary of expansions

Fisher, Lewis F. Crown Jewel of Texas: the story of San Antonio’s River. San Antonio: Maverick Pub. Co. 1997.

cut-off 
channel, 
1929

Paseo del 
Alamo, 1979

Hemisfair extension, 1968

Rivercenter
Mall extension, 
1988

old channel 
filled in 1913 
and 1929



River walk: Today

• exciting extensions

• much inter-governmental 
cooperation required

• upstream extension 
complete to Pearl Brewery 

• downstream extensions 
will return the River to a 
more natural state

• eventually: a linear park 
from Witte Museum to 
Mission Espada

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Ft. Worth District. 
http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/pubdata/notices/sanantonio-rcip-grr/. 

http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/pubdata/notices/sanantonio-rcip-grr�
http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/pubdata/notices/sanantonio-rcip-grr�
http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/pubdata/notices/sanantonio-rcip-grr�
http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/pubdata/notices/sanantonio-rcip-grr�
http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/pubdata/notices/sanantonio-rcip-grr�


River walk: Today
It gets a lot of use !

Photo taken by H. Amen

Photo taken by H. Amen

Photo taken by K. Amen



We hope 
you enjoy 
your stay 

in our 
city!
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