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Quiz 

Time!



1. When did the Supreme Court decree that 

civil differences between the sexes had come 

“almost, if not quite, to the vanishing point?” 

a. 1923

b. 1953

c. 1973





2. According to the 1930 

Index of Occupations which 

of these jobs was not 

“peculiar” for women?

a. Butcher

b. Sheriff

c. Stonemason



b. Sheriff



3. Which government agency was created 

because a “stunning group of girls” 

lobbied Congress?

a. Bureau of Labor Statistics

b. Census Bureau

c. National Center for Health Statistics



b. Census Bureau



4. If a person wrote on a 1990 Census form that 

they were the “spouse” of someone of the same 

sex, how did it appear in the reports?

a. Relationship was changed to “unmarried 

partner.”

b. Relationship was left blank.

c. Their sex was changed.



c. Their sex was changed



5. What was the name of the radio 

program the Bureau of Labor Statistics 

created during World War II?

a. Housewife versus Hitler

b. Housewife versus Hunger

c. Housewife versus Economist



A. Ford Hinrichs

c. Housewife versus 

Economist



6. How did a 1910 report explain the 

high moral standards of female cotton 

mill employees?

a. No chance for promotion

b. No local churches

c. No time to drink



a. No chance for promotion





7. What did the National Institute of 

Mental Health do with the first decade 

(1968-1978) of data on family 

violence they collected?

a. Accidentally erased it.

b. Copyrighted it so no one else 

could use it.

c. Nothing



C. Nothing



Congresswoman Barbara Mikulski



8. In 2011, when Senator Jon Kyl learned 

that his statistics about Planned 

Parenthood and abortion were wrong, 

what did he do?

a. Apologize

b. Change the official transcript 

c. Deny saying it



b. Change the official transcript.



The 

Scores



How did this book

get started?

• Official Housewife’s Uniform, 1918.   
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The takeaway?



Social statistics are 

very subjective.



Gainful Employment



Gainful Employment

Definition?
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1870 Census



Gainful Employment

1870 Census

Only 16% of  women 

gainfully employed
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Gainful Employment

1870 Census
Francis Amasa Walker explains:

* 100,000 women are paupers or criminals

* Every family has a woman “keeping house”

* 1.5 million women doing nothing 
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Gainful Employment

1870 Census
Other explanations:

* Census–takers didn’t ask women

* Unpaid and independent women workers   

* Boarding houses  
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Gainful Employment

1900 Census
Not the same as 

“Productive Employment”



Gainful Employment

1900 Census
Professional athletes and 

clairvoyants 



Gainful Employment

1900 Census
Professional athletes and 

clairvoyants 

NOT Farm woman keeping 

the books
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Gainful Employment

1910 Census
* Definition included “pay” 

* Women rose by almost 100%
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Gainful Employment

1910 Census
Alba Edward’s explanation:
• Change in census instructions

• Too many farm women 
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Gainful Employment

1920 Census
• Instructions changed

• Numbers dropped



Gainful Employment

1940 Census



Gainful Employment

1940 Census

“Labor Force”



















































Thank you!
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