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Is this America?
“All of this is on account of we want to 
register, to become first-class citizens. And if 
the Freedom Democratic Party is not seated 
now, I question America. 

Is this America, the land of the free and the 
home of the brave, where we have to sleep 
with our telephones off the hooks because 
our lives be threatened daily, because we 
want to live as decent human beings, in 
America?” 

Fannie Lou Hamer 
August 22, 1964

https://youtu.be/CxTReRmH2jA?t=955
https://youtu.be/CxTReRmH2jA?t=955


Give us the ballot and we will no longer have to worry the federal government about 
our basic rights... 

Give us the ballot and we will no longer plead to the federal government for passage 
of an anti-lynching law...

Give us the ballot and we will fill our legislative halls with men of good will...

Give us the ballot and we will place judges on the benches of the South who will do 
justly and love mercy...

Give us the ballot and we will quietly and nonviolently, without rancor or bitterness, 
implement the Supreme Court's decision of May 17, 1954.  

Martin Luther King, Jr.  • May 17, 1957 

Give Us the Ballot

https://youtu.be/tx366LzSttM


What about the 15th Amendment? 

Section 1
• The right of citizens of the United 

States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or 
by any State on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of 
servitude.

Section 2
• The Congress shall have power to 

enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.



History of the VRA
• Project began as a history 

of the Voting Rights Act

• Morphed into a history of 
race and voting

• Which in turn introduced 
me to people and places I 
knew vaguely, if at all.



The Founding

Article I, Section 2:

The House of Representatives shall 
be composed of Members chosen 
every second Year by the People of 
the several States, and the Electors in 
each State shall have the 
Qualifications requisite for Electors 
of the most numerous Branch of the 
State Legislature.



10th Amendment
The powers not delegated 
to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to 
the people.



What Does It Mean to Be Free?

All citizens, irrespective of race, "shall have 
the same right:"

• to make and enforce contracts,

• to sue, be parties, and give evidence,

• to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold, and 
convey real and personal property, and

• to full and equal benefit of all laws and 
proceedings for the security of person and 
property,

as is enjoyed by white citizens

Civil Rights 
Act of 1866

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=014/llsl014.db&recNum=058
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=014/llsl014.db&recNum=058


Why Didn’t the 15th Amendment Work?

Disenfranchisement Practices:

• Poll taxes

• Literacy tests

• Residency requirements 

• Intimidation and violence

• Whites were protected by 
“grandfather clauses”



Why Didn’t the 15th Amendment Work?
• Alabama 1901 constitutional convention

• “what is it that we want to do?”
• “to establish white supremacy in this state.”

• The Alabama Constitution offered “the 
most elaborate suffrage requirements 
that have ever been in force in the United 
States.

• It “contained almost every qualification 
for voting ever devised by the mind of 
man,” other than religious qualifications

• In 1900: 181,471 eligible Black voters

• 3000 were registered after these new 
requirements took effect

• Louisiana:

• In 1896, there were 130,334 
registered Black voters

• New constitution in 1898

• 1900: 5,320

• 1910: 730 (less than ½ percent of 
eligible black men)



Voting Rights Act of 1965

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/STATUTE-79/STATUTE-79-Pg437
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/STATUTE-79/STATUTE-79-Pg437


The Freedom Movement

Ella Baker Fannie Lou Hamer John Lewis

SNCC (Student 
Non-Violent 
Coordinating 
Committee)

SCLC (Southern 
Christian 

Leadership 
Conference)

CORE (Congress of 
Racial Equality)

NAACP (National 
Association for the 

Advancement of 
Colored People)

Birmingham Montgomery Selma

Mississippi 
Campaign

Voter Education 
Project

Freedom Summer Bloody Sunday







The American Promise

I speak tonight for the dignity of man and the destiny of democracy.  I urge every 
member of both parties, Americans of all religions and of all colors, from every section of 
this country, to join me in that cause . . . 

. . . for from the window where I sit with the problems of our country I recognize that 
outside this chamber is the outraged conscience of a nation, the grave concern of many 
nations, and the harsh judgment of history on our acts.  

But even if we pass this bill, the battle will not be over. What happened in Selma is part of 
a far larger movement which reaches into every section and State of America. It is the 
effort of American Negroes to secure for themselves the full blessings of American life.  

Their cause must be our cause too. Because it is not just Negroes, but really it is all of us, 
who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice.  

And we shall overcome.

President Lyndon Baines Johnson • March 15, 1965

http://youtu.be/5NvPhiuGZ6I


Lessons?

• Social Movements and grassroots organizing

• The limits of law

•History as pendulum



Research



Frankfurter Papers

• Harvard Law School

• ProQuest

Felix Frankfurter

Associate Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, 1939-1962



Library of Congress



LBJ Papers

Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th U.S. President
Nov. 22, 1963 – Jan. 20, 1969



Katzenbach Papers

Nicholas Katzenbach, U.S. Attorney General  
(Lyndon B. Johnson Administration)



The Dirksen Congressional Center



SNCC Papers

Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC)

• Online (SNCC Digital 
Gateway)

• Also: ProQuest History 
Vault



Research Databases
Indiana University – Bloomington

https://law.indiana.edu/lawlibrary/
https://law.indiana.edu/lawlibrary/
https://law.indiana.libguides.com/onlineresources
https://law.indiana.libguides.com/onlineresources


Research Databases
ProQuest History Vault 
• Archival collections focusing on the Black 

Freedom Movement of the 20th Century, 
Southern Life and Slavery, Women's Rights, 
International Relations, American Politics and 
Society with a strong focus on the 20th 
Century, and labor unions, workers and 
radical politics in the 20th Century. 
• Federal government records, organizational 

records, internal memos, legal briefings, 
immigration records, personal papers, letters, 
photographs, scrapbooks, financial records, 
diaries, etc.  



ProQuest History Vault 

• Modules
• Civil Rights and the Black 

Freedom Struggle

• Law and Society since the 
Civil War



ProQuest History Vault 

• Civil Rights and the Black Freedom 
Struggle
• NAACP Papers
• Federal Government Records
• Organizational Records:

• Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC)

• National Association of Colored Women's 
Clubs (NACWC)

• Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC)

• Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 



ProQuest History Vault 

• Law and Society since the Civil War
• American Legal Manuscripts from the 

Harvard Law School Library (1861-1976)  

• Justice Felix Frankfurter Papers
• United States Supreme Court, Case 

Files of Opinions and Memoranda: 
October Terms 1938 – 1961  

• Correspondence and related 
material



ProQuest History Vault 

• Searching
• Browse 

• Advanced Search
• Full text or field search

• Timeline 



ProQuest History Vault 

• Searching
• Timeline 

• Browse all topics 
chronologically or narrow to 
a specific topic 



ProQuest History Vault 

• Search Results
• Sortable by relevance, date, 

or folder number

• Search within results 

• Filter/narrow by: date, 
subject, geography, person as 
subject, federal agency, 
organizations, collections, 
principal correspondent 



ProQuest History Vault 

• Folders
• Folder number: 

• Collection #-box/microfilm reel #-
folder #

• Collection titles, descriptive 
titles, subject terms

• Print or email the record

• Download the PDF



ProQuest History Vault 

• Documents
• Scanned documents

• PDFs are searchable, except 
for handwriting



Research Databases
• PQ Legislative Insight

• Compiled legislative histories for 
enacted federal laws and U.S. 
Constitutional amendments 

• 1789 – current 



ProQuest Legislative Insight 

• Searching
• Quick Search

• Guided Search
• Field and Full Text Searching

• Search by Number
• Bill, public law, Statutes at 

Large, publication number, 
SuDoc, Serial Set

• Timeline Browse



ProQuest Legislative Insight 

• Results
• Results include legislative 

histories associated with 
search terms

• Sortable by relevance or date

• Search within results

• Filter by publication type, 
Congress, coverage dates, 
subject terms, area of 
practice, source (Committee)



ProQuest Legislative Insight 

• The Legislative History
• Includes the full text of the 

public law, all versions of related 
bills, floor statements 
(Congressional Record), 
committee hearings, reports, 
and prints, and other 
documents. 

• Options: sort by publication type 
or by date

• Go To: jump to a specific 
publication type



ProQuest Legislative Insight 

• The Legislative History
• Find terms in full text 

publications: search within 
publications for a word or 
phrase



ProQuest Legislative Insight 

• Documents
• Scanned documents

• PDFs are fully searchable 



ProQuest Legislative Insight 

• Research amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution
• Article V: an amendment to the 

Constitution may be proposed by the 
Congress

• Proposed as a joint resolution

• Search: “fifteenth amendment”



ProQuest Legislative Insight 

• Amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution
• Legislative History:

• Look for floor statements, 
committee records, preliminary 
proposals, and other documents 
relating to the drafting and 
approval of amendments

• Congressional Globe (1833-1873)



ProQuest Legislative Insight 

• Amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution

• 15th Amendment, floor 
debate
• Feb. 26, 1869, Conference 

report debated and agreed 
to in Senate 

• Statement of Sen. Jacob 
Howard, pg. 1625



Research Databases
HeinOnline

• Federal Documents 
Content
• For some series, 

coverage is 
comprehensive, 
from inception to 
current

• Searchable PDFs 



Congressional Record

• Transcripts of floor debate 
and discussion

• Votes

• Proposed Amendments

• Conference Reports

• Messages from the President

• Bills

• Submitted materials that 
supplement statements made 
on the floor of either 
chamber

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/crecb


HeinOnline
• Congressional Record

• Advanced (field) Search: full 
text

• Citation Navigator

• Browse proceedings and 
indexes

Cross References



Congressional Record
Index

• History of Bills and 
Resolutions
• a detailed legislative 

chronology for every bill 
and resolution introduced 
in a Congressional 
session, with citations to 
page numbers where 
activity can be found in 
the  Congressional 
Record. 

Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, Pub. L. 
No. 89-110

Vol. 111 
Congressional 
Record (1965)



https://home.heinonline.org/social-justice-suite-registration/

https://home.heinonline.org/social-justice-suite-registration/


Research Databases
U.S. Supreme Court Case

• Find the pleadings for Lassiter v. Northampton 
County Board of elections, 360 U.S. 45 (1959)

• LFR: “I want to know how the plaintiffs presented their claim.  
This is a race/literacy test case. But the Court doesn’t talk 
about that. I wonder if the plaintiffs so pled, as race, and the 
Court ignored it. Or not.”



Research Databases

Supreme Court Briefs
• Jerome Hall Law Library, depository for 

printed Supreme Court Briefs

• Microfiche collection

• Making of Modern Law (MOML): U.S. 
Supreme Court Briefs (1832 - 1978)

• ProQuest Supreme Court Insight (1975/1975 
term – 2017/2018 term)

• U.S. Supreme Court website, (electronic versions of 
most filings submitted after November 13, 2017 are available 
through the docket for the particular case)



Supreme Court Records

• Lassiter v. Northampton 
County Bd. of Elections, 360 
U.S. 45 (1959)

• Transcript of Record
• the printed record of 

the proceedings and 
pleadings of a case, 
required by the 
appellate court for a 
review of the history of 
the case.



MOML: PDF files not searchable.  HTML file of OCR’d text from digital scans.



“Explore” allows you to search the document while viewing either the document image or the plain text. 



Supreme Court Docket

• Docket sheet: a table of contents for 
the materials filed in a court case

• National Archives (NARA)
• “The Engrossed Dockets from 1791 to 

1995 have been scanned by the National 
Archives from its microfilm collection and 
are available in its Catalog.”

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1524561


Supreme Court Pleadings

• Contacted my ProQuest rep
• Digitizing records for ProQuest 

Supreme Court Insight, 
retrospective

• Looking for pleadings for 
Lassiter v. Northampton County 
Bd. of Elections, 360 U.S. 45 
(1959)

• PQ – Motion to Dismiss



Supreme Court Oral Argument

• U.S. Supreme Court website
• Transcripts and audio files, Term Year 

2010 – current

• Oyez (www.oyez.org) 
• Transcripts and audio files, 1955 –

current

• Oyez offers transcript-synchronized 
and searchable audio

http://www.oyez.org/
https://www.oyez.org/
https://www.oyez.org/


Transcript-synchronized and searchable audio.Oyez: Oral Argument



Thank You!

Luis Fuentes-
Rohwer

Jennifer MorganQuestions?


