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“All of this is on account of we want to
register, to become first-class citizens. And if
the Freedom Democratic Party is not seated
now, | question America.

Is this America, the land of the free and the
home of the brave, where we have to sleep
with our telephones off the hooks because
our lives be threatened daily, because we
want to live as decenthuman beings, in
America?”

Fannie Lou Hamer
August 22, 1964


https://youtu.be/CxTReRmH2jA?t=955
https://youtu.be/CxTReRmH2jA?t=955
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Give Us the Ballot

Give us the ballot and we will no longer have to worry the federal government about
our basicrights...

Give us the ballot and we will no longer plead to the federal government for passage
of an anti-lynching law...

Give us the ballot and we will fill our legislative halls with men of good will...

Give us the ballot and we will place judges on the benches of the South who will do
justly and love mercy...

Give us the ballot and we will quietly and nonviolently, without rancor or bitterness,
implement the Supreme Court's decision of May 17, 1954,

Martin Luther King, Jr. = May 17, 1957



https://youtu.be/tx366LzSttM
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What about the 15t Amendment?

Section 1

* The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or
by any State on account of race,
color, or previous condition of
servitude.

Section 2

* The Congress shall have power to
enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

N -
THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT AND TS RESULTS.

. Respecifafy deficated o he colored Cizess ofthe U S.of America A.D810. by Subneisr k Fuchs, 184 M.Es
Baltimare M®

e (T = ke \t.,



History of the VRA

* Project began as a history
of the Voting Rights Act

 Morphed into a history of
race and voting

* Which in turn introduced
me to people and places |
knew vaguely, if at all.
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The Founding

Article |, Section 2:

The House of Representatives shall
be composed of Members chosen
every second Year by the People of
the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall have the
Qualifications requisite for Electors
of the most numerous Branch of the
State Legislature.




10t Amendment

The powers not delegated
to the United States by
the Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the
States respectively, or to
the people.
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What Does It Mean to Be Free?

All citizens, irrespective of race, "shall have
the same right:"

* to make and enforce contracts,
* tosue, be parties, and give evidence,

* toinherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold, and
convey real and personal property, and

e to full and equal benefit of all laws and
proceedings for the security of person and

property,
as is enjoyed by white citizens

Tlum—Nlmﬂ CONGRESS. Szss.I. Cu. 81. 1866, &
. -d all Persons United in Bheir OV [
CHAP, xm n ‘ummum.'ﬁ-:}"}* ited States Civil _Aprid 9, 1508,

B it enacted by the Scnwandllvw Represemuutives of the Ulifted Who are otk
Stotes’ of America in Congress assembled, Thit All ' persons born in' the $Stof the
United Status and not subject to any forelgn power, excluding Indians '
not taxed, are hereby declured to be citizens of tho United States; and
such cltizens, of every raco ‘Aind color, without regard to any previous con.
ditlon of slavery or Involuntaty servitude, oxcept as a punishiment for
ctime whereof the party shall have béen dul{;convided. shall have the
samo right, in overy Sinte tind Territory in’the United States, to mnke M“’m
and enforce contracts, to suc, be parties, and give evidence, to inherit,
purchuse, lease, sell, liold, and cohvoy real and personal proporty, and to
full and equal benefit of all laws and proceedings for tho socurity of per-
son and properly, us is enjoyed by white citizens, and shall Le subject to
like punishment, pains, and penaltics, and to none other, any law, statute,
ordinance, regulation, or castoin, to the contrary notwithstanding.

8xc. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person who, under color of  Penalty for de-
vm{,‘luw, statute, ondinance, regulation, or custom, shall subject, or eause lﬂ"";'f any 'rtr-
1o be subjected, any inhubitant of any State or Territory to the depriva- prorected by
tion of any right secured or protected by this’ act, or to different punish- act, by reason of
ment, pnins, or ponaltios on account of such person having ut any fimo coloror mce, &s.
been held in a condition of slavory or involuntary servitude, oxeept a3 a
punishment for crime whereof' the party shall have buen duly convicted,
or by reason of lis color or race, than is prescribed for the punishment of
white persons, shall be deemed guilty of n misdemeanor, and, on convie-
tion, shull Le punished by fine not excceding ono thousand dollars, or
Impri not ding one year, or both, in the discretion of tho

court.

8ro. 8. And be it further enacted, ‘That the district courts of the United Conrts of the
States, within their ‘respective distriets, shall have, exclusively of the United Statos to
courts of the several States, eolgnlmnco of all erimes and offences com- of
mitted ngainst the provisions of this act, and also, concurrently with the this act.
cireuit courts of the United States, of all causes, civil and ¢riminal, affect-
ing persons who are denicd or cannot enforee in the courts or judicial tri.
bunals of tho State or locality whore they may be any of the rights sccured
1o them by the first section of this nct3 and If any suit or pro:ccution, Sults com-
civil or criminal, hns been or shall be commenced in any State court, m“n{‘;i‘“
:I;ninsl any such person, for any cause whatsoover, or against any officer, removed on de-

vil or military, or other person, for any arrest or lmprisoninent, tres- feolant's motioa.

s, or wrongs done or committed by virtuo or under color of author-

ly derived from this act or tho nct estublishing a Bureau for the relief of

reedmen and Refugees, and ll acts amendatory thoreof, or for refusing | 165 b 80
to do u:‘ly uct upon the ground that it would bo inconststent with this act, 'O < P87
such defendant shull have the right to remove such cause for trial to the

roper district or circuit court in the manner preseribed b{ the “Act re-
nting to habeas corpus and rogulating judicial p A in cortain
cases,” approved March three, eighteen hundred and nlxly-ﬂm-o. and all ’ma.leh.n.
acts amendatory thereof. ‘The jurisdiction in clvil and criminal matters Vel X1l p. 188
horeby conferred on the distriet and circuit courts of the United States ve enforead a0~
shall be oxercised and enforced fn conformity with the laws of the United conling to the

States, 80 fur a3 such laws nro suitablo (o carry tho eamo iuto efftet; but M7gof the Usits

"In all cases whero such laws are not ndapted o the object, or are deficient commonlaw, &o

in tho provisions necossary to furnish suitublo remodies and punish offen-
ces ngainst Inw, tho common law, as modified and changed by the consti-
tation and statutes of the State wherein the ecourt having jurisdiction of
the cause, civil or criminal, is held, go far as the samo is not inconsictent
with the Constitution and laws of the United States, ehall be extended to
and govern sald courts in the trinl and disposition of such enuse, mnd, if of
u criminal nisture, In the inflietion of punishinent on the party found gulty,

risdiction *
ﬂ.‘!«. undes

Civil Rights
Act of 1866


http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=014/llsl014.db&recNum=058
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=014/llsl014.db&recNum=058
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PAY YOUR

' i om

Deadline January 31st

Vote! And Protect Your Rights and Privileges |
Be Ready For Every Election---

Local Option and Other Special Elections are in Prospect for This Year
o “

Disenfranchisement Practices:

e Poll taxes

e Literacy tests

e Residency requirements
e Intimidation and violence

e Whites were protected by
“grandfather clauses”
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Why Didn’t the 15" Amendment Work?

* Alabama 1901 constitutional convention e Louisiana:

* “whatis it that we want to do?”
* “to establish white supremacyin this state.” * In 1896, there were 130,334

registered Black voters
* The Alabama Constitution offered “the &
most elaborate suffrage requirements

that have ever been in force in the United * New constitution in 1898

States.
* It “contained almost every qualification * 15900: 5,320

for votinﬁ ever devised by the mind of

man,” other than religious qualifications * 1910: 730 (less than % percent of
* In 1900: 181,471 eligible Black voters eligible black men)

* 3000 wereregistered after these new
requirements took effect
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Public Law §9-110
AN ACT

To enforce the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States,
and for other purpuses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act shall
be known as the “Voting Rights Act of 1065".

Sec. 2. No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or standard,
practice, or procedure shall be imposed or applied by any State or
political subdivision to deny or abridge the right of any citizen of
the United States to vote on account of race or color.

Sec. 3. (a) Whenever the Attorney General institutes a pmcetat:li:y;r d

under any statute to enforce the guarantees of the fifteenth amen
ment in any State or political subdivision the court shall authorize
the appeintment of Federal examiners by the United States Civil
Service Commission in accordance with section 6 to serve for such
period of time and for such political subdivisions as the court shall
determine is appropriate to enforce the guarantees of the fifteenth
amendment (1) as part of any interlocutory order if the court deter-
mines that the appointment of such examiners is necessary to enforce
such guarantees or (2) as part of any final judgment if the court finds
that violations of the fifteenth amendment justifyigg ?I]uitnble relief
have occurred in such State or subdivision: Previded, That the court
need not authorize the appointment of examiners if any incidents of
denial or nbridgement of the right to vote on account of race or coloy
(1) have been few in number and have been promptly and effectively
corrected by State or Jocai action, (2) the continuing effect of such
incidents has been eliminated, and (3) there is no reasonsble proba-
bility of their recurrence in the future.

(b) If in a proceeding instituted by the Attorney General under
any statute to enforce the guarantees of the fifteenth amendment in
any State or politieal subdivision the court finds that a test or device
has been used for the purpose or with the effect of denying or abridg-
ing the right of any citizen of the United States to vote on account
of race or color, it shall suspend the use of tests and devices in such
State or golitic«l subdivisions as the court shall determine is appro-
priate and for such period as it deems necessary.

(e) If in any proceeding instituted by the Attornel)" General under
any statute to enforce the gnarantees of the fifteenth amendment in
any State or political subdivision the court finds that violations of the
fifteenth amendment justifying equitable relief have occurred within
the territory of such State or politieal subdivision. the court, in
addition to such relief as it mny grant, shall retain jurisdiction for
such period ns it may deem appropriate and during such period no
voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or standard, practice,
or procedure with respect to voting different from that in force or
effect nt the time the proceeding was commenced shall be enforced
unless and until the court finds that such qualification, prerequisite,
standard, practice, or procedure does not have the purpose and will
not have the effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on

A

August 6, 1965
[S. 1564)

Voting Rightw
ct of 1965.

Judicial reme-
ies,



https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/STATUTE-79/STATUTE-79-Pg437
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/STATUTE-79/STATUTE-79-Pg437

The Freedom Movement

SNCC (Student SCLC (Southern
Ella Baker Fannie Lou Hamer John Lewis Non-\_holemt Chrlstlar)
Coordinating Leadership
Committee) Conference)
NAACP (National
CORE (Congress of | | Association for the Birmineham Monteomer Selma
Racial Equality) Advancement of & & y
Colored People)
Mississippi Voter Education Freedom Summer Bloody Sunday

Campaign

Project
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| speak tonight for the dignity of man and the destiny of democracy. | urge every
member of both parties, Americans of all religions and of all colors, from every section of

this country, tojoin me in that cause. ..

... for fromthe window where sit with the problems of our country | recognize that
outside this chamber is the outraged conscience of a nation, the grave concern of many
nations, and the harsh judgment of history on our acts.

But even if we pass this bill, the battle will not be over. What happened in Selma is part of
a far larger movement which reaches into every section and State of America. Itis the
effort of American Negroes to secure for themselves the full blessings of American life.

Their cause must be our cause too. Because it is not just Negroes, but really it is all of us,
who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice.

And we shall overcome.

President Lyndon Baines Johnson ¢ March 15, 1965



http://youtu.be/5NvPhiuGZ6I

LLessons?

* Social Movements and grassroots organizing

* The limits of law

* History as pendulum



Research



FEDERAL DEPOSITORY LIBRARY

CONFERENCE

2020 #FDLConference

Frankfurter Papers

e Harvard Law School

* ProQuest

Felix Frankfurter

Associate Justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court, 1939-1962







LBJ Papers

Lyndon B. Johnson, 36" U.S. President
Nov. 22,1963 —Jan. 20,1969




Nicholas Katzenbach, U.S. Attorney General
(Lyndon B. Johnson Administration)
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The Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) was the only

SNCC Papers

StUdent N OnVIOlent N ; '., ; g young people. Organized in 1960 and
o » : mentored by the legendary Black
organizer, Ella Baker, SNCC activists

Coordinating Committee & =\ | ek ime s vt

with-community leaders to build local

( S N C C ) . i grassroots organizations in the Deep
- \ N South.
Learn more »

* Online (SNCC Digital e - el
Gateway) . et |

* Also: ProQuest History

Learn From the Past, Organize for the Future, Make
Vault \G4TEN Democracy Work
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Research Databases

Jerome Hall Law Library

Jerome Hall Law Library Research Guides Online Resources Government

Indiana UniveI'S lty - Bl 00 mington Online Resources: Government Search this Guide Search

Jerome Hall Law Library's subscription databases, selected Indiana
University campus-wide databases, and free legal resources.

Frequently Used Ato Z List of Databases =  [eEIRLELLY PRI S

« American Legal Publishing (municipal codes and local ordinances)
Congress.gov

CQ.com

CQ Press Library

Govinfo.gov

HathiTrust Digital Library

HeinOnline ([T

Homeland Security Digital Library

IN.gov

Indiana Memory

LexisNexis State Capital

Library of Congress: Documents from the Continental Congress & the Constitutional Convention (1774-1789)
Library of Congress: U.S. Congressional Documents & Debates (1774-1875)
LLMC Digital

Manthly Catalog of U.S. Government Publications, 1895-1976

ProQuest Congressional [[FEl

ProQuest Legislative Insight

Regulations.gov

* U.S. Declassified Documents Online

* U.S. Documents Masterfile



https://law.indiana.edu/lawlibrary/
https://law.indiana.edu/lawlibrary/
https://law.indiana.libguides.com/onlineresources
https://law.indiana.libguides.com/onlineresources
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Research Databases — =&

Home Advanced Search Browse Timeline About

;
ProQuest History Vault ~

» Archival collections focusing on the Black
Freedom Movement of the 20th Century,

What's in History Vault?

ProQuest History Vault unlocks the wealth of key archival materials with a single search. Researchers

SO ut h e r n L i fe a n d SI a Ve ry, WO m e n 1 S R ig h tS’ can access digitized letters, papers, photographs, scrapbooks, financial records, diaries, and many

more primary source materials taken from the University Publications of America (UPA) Collections.

I nte r n a ti O n a I R e I a ti O n S’ Am e ri C a n P O | iti C S a n d Our collections are organized into modules within these popular subject areas. You may be subscribed

to modules and collections in just one subject area or from a combination of different subjects

Society with a strong focus on the 20th
Century, and labor unions, workers and
radical politics in the 20th Century.
* Federal governmentrecords, organizational
records, internal memos, legal briefings, ———

Features Roosevelt, Truman, Features formerly confidential

International Relations and
Military Conflicts

SNCC, CORE, and federal records Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, and  reports of U.S. diplomats and

i m m ig r'a t i O n r'ec O r'd S’ p e rs o n a I p a p e r's’ | ett e rs’ on the Black Freedom Struggle Nixon administration records as military officers from 1911-1975

. . Read more | Search :voect:,Sn;l:,?etzu;ﬁ;l,f;::,zm Read more = Search
photographs, scrapbooks, financial records,
diaries, etc.

Read more ' Search




ProQuest History Vault

 Modules

 Civil Rights and the Black
Freedom Struggle

* Law and Society since the
Civil War
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ProQuest History Vault

* Civil Rights and the Black Freedom
Struggle
* NAACP Papers
* Federal Government Records

* Organizational Records:

* Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC)

* National Association of Colored Women's
Clubs (NACWC)

e StudentNonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC)

* Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 1, 1965

Laaes APR 265
Dear Roy:

Your warm telegram commenting on my statement
on the Ku Klux Klan was most welcome. Ibelieve
that the mood of the country is such that at long
last we may be able to make some real progress
in controlling these hate groups.

Sincerely,

Mr, Roy Wilkins

Executive Director )

National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

20 West 40th Street

New York, New York
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ProQuest History Vault

* Law and Society since the Civil War

* American Legal Manuscripts from the
Harvard Law School Library (1861-1976)

* Justice Felix Frankfurter Papers

* United States Supreme Court, Case
Files of Opinions and Memoranda:
October Terms 1938 — 1961

* Correspondence and related
material

Analysis Of Proposals For Protection Of Voting Rights

The two principal proposals will be designated as the Commlsslon
and the Justiece plens.

The two plans are similsr in objective but differ in detalls of
administration and enforcement. The principal polnts of difference
are these: . :

1. Appointment and functions of federal voting officials, The
Commission plan provides for eppointment of Reglstrars by the Presl-
dent, to be drawn from existing local officiels such as U. S.
Attorneys, olerks of court, ete. The Justice plan provides for

_appointment of Refereses by federal district courts.  Moreover, there

is a difference in their dutles. The Registrars would serve to
consider the applications of citizens claiming discrimination in
respect of reglstration and would determine whether such an applicant
was in fact a qualified voter, The Reglstrars would serve until a
finding that diserimination had ceased in the locality. The Referees
appointed by the courts, under the Justice plan, would not in fact
make final decisions regarding qualifications of voters but would
hold hearings snd report to the court, which would consider the
report and enter m decree. The decree would be brought to the

notice of the state electoral officials, who would be bound thereby.

2, Bcope of the bills, The Commission plan is limited to
federal bIEEETEHET‘“TEE*?ﬁ?tica plan reaches both federal and state
elections., Presumably the Commisesion plan 1a based on the constltu-
tional power of Congress under Article I, sec. 4, which relates to
electlons for Congress. There 1s no reason, however, why the
Commission plan could not be extended to state elections, by virtue
of the authority in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, each

‘of which providea for appropriate enforcement by Congresa.

3, Sanctions. The Commission proposal relies ultimately on
eriminal Brnotlons agalnst state officials who might refuse to
honor the reglstration of voters certified by the Federal Reglstrars.
The Justlce plan contemplates that the state electlon officlals,
ineluding Btate Registrars, would be notified of the court orders
and would thereby become subject to contempt proceedings in case of
violation. These proceedings would be governed procedurally by the
sams provisions that are now contained in the 1957 Civil Rights Act.
In addition, the Juatice plan provides for the contingency of
resignation of State Reglatrars. In that event Lt 1s provided that
the state itself assumes the obligation of the office and may be
sued by the Unlted States.




ProQuest History Vault

e Searching
* Browse

e Advanced Search
* Full text or field search

* Timeline

& Pﬁ?;-&t)ry Vault X userpProfile- @

Home J Advanced Search | Browse Timeline About

All Fields Including Full Text v

All Fields Excluding Full Text
AND v All Fields Including Full Text

Subject Terms
Geograph
AND v graphy
Principal Correspondent
Federal Agency
Search specific modules

Civil Rights and the Black Freedom| Organization Name

P Subject
[ Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th C erson as Stibjec

Records
[ Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century: Federal Government
Records, Supplement

[ Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century: Organizational
Records and Personal Papers, Part 1

[]Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century: Organizational
Records and Personal Papers, Part 2

] NAACP Papers: Board of Directors, Annual Conferences, Major

Title Terms

¥

Search Tip: A quoted search such as "John Kennedy”" will only match the exact phrase and will not match John F
Kennedy or Kennedy, John. To find all variations of the name, it is best to omit the quotes for an implicit proximity search.



ProQuest History Vault

* Searching

* Timeline
* Browse all topics

chronologically or narrow to

a specific topic

Browse by topic
All topics

American Civil War

Anti-Vietnam War Movement

Black Power Movemnent

Civil Rights Legislation

Civil Rights Movement

Colleges and Universities

Communism and Anti-
Communism

Criminal Cases and Law
Enforcement

Elections

Environmental Issues and
Natural Disasters

Fairs and Expositions

Immigration

International Crises

International Diplomacy

Labor Disputes and Strikes

New Deal

Religion

Timeline

?"p\ »‘«o“"‘ i

o ‘:"'Olr Aug
" 1 ‘,'\LJ Tox,,p WWM;E

«¢ o€ w"‘:ﬂ*’ - D'm"’ﬂa’bnn.....-

1909

February 1909, NAACP founded (as National Negro Committee)

1915

MNAACP begins its campaign to have "Birth of a Nation" movie banned from movie theaters

1919

May 1919, National Conference on Lynching is held in New York City

1920

James Weldon Johnson appointed as Executive Secretary of NAACP




ProQuest History Vault

e Search Results

e Sortable by relevance, date,
or folder number

e Search within results

* Filter/narrow by: date,
subject, geography, person as
subject, federal agency,
organizations, collections,
principal correspondent

ProQuest
74 History Vault

Home Advanced Search Browse

fannie lou hamer

© Additional limits and/or search terms applied. Modify

Narrow results by <
Date Clear date 3

Start:  01/01/1963

End:  06/30/1969

Subject ~

Black Americans (6)

Civil Rights (5)

Arrest (3)

Electronic Surveillance (3)
Government Documents (3)
More...

Geography ~

Charleston, South Carolina (2)
Detroit, Michigan (1)

Mississippi (1)

Sunflower County, Mississippi (1)
wrightsville, Georgia (1)

Person As Subject ~

Hamer, Fannie Lou (B)
Abernathy, Ralph D. (3)

Timeline

Showing 1-6 of 6 Sortby:  Relevance

L userProfile~ @

About

Person as Subject

Select all items on this page

FBI surveillance of SCLC via surveillance of home telephone of Stanley
Levison, former adviser 1o Martin Luther King Jr,, April 1, 1969-April 16,
1969

Folder: 001607-009-0398

Date: Apr 01, 1969 - Apr 16, 1969

Found in: Martin Luther King Jr. FBI File, Part 2: The King-Levison File

al -]

Clear form

v Save / Share (0) ~

B POF-

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee files on Fannie Lou Hamer
Folder: 252253-068-0892

Date: Jun 01, 1964 - Jun 30, 1964

Found in: Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee Papers, 1958-1972

B POF~

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee files on Mississippi and
Fannie Lou Hamer

Folder: 252253-038-0501
Date: Jan 01, 1963 - Jun 30, 1964
Found in: Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee Papers, 1958-1972

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, Sunflower County,
Mississippi, 1963-1967

Folder: 010629-010-0925

Date: Jan 01, 1963 - Dec 31, 1967

Found in: The Black Power Movement: Papers of the Revolutionary Action
Movement, 1962-1996

FBI surveillance of SCLC via surveillance of home telephone of Stanley
Levison, former adviser to Martin Luther King Jr, June 17,1969-June 30,
1969

Folder: 001607-009-0601

B POF~

B PDF -

B POF-




ProQuest History Vault

* Folders

Folder number:

* Collection #-box/microfilm reel #-

folder #

Collection titles, descriptive

titles, subject terms
Print or email the record
Download the PDF

ProQuest”
74 History Vault

Home Advanced Search  Browse

X userprofile~

Timeline  About

< Previous 2 of 6 results Next » Back to results

FOLDER: 252253-068-0892

[® Download PDF ~

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee files on Fannie e

Lou Hamer

DESCRIPTION:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

PERSON AS SUBJECT:
ORGANIZATIONS:

DURABLE URL:

MODULE:

COLLECTION:
SERIES:
FOLDER TITLE:

SOURCE:

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee files on Fannie Lou Hamer
Jun 07, 1964 - Jun 30, 1964

Black Americans; Civil rights

Hamer, Fannie Lou

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)

https://congressional.proquest.com/histvault?q=252253-068-0892&
accountid=11620

Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century: Organizational Records and
Personal Papers, Part 2

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee Papers, 1959-1972
Appendix A. Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party Papers, 1961-1972
Hamer, Fannie Lou, Apr. 7-June 1, 1964, n.d.

Student Monviolent Coordinating Committee Papers, Copyright: Martin
Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, Inc., Atlanta, Georgia
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Time |lnitial Activity Recorded Replace with

o v PONCR they dlscuas fmk CHA

4nd the possibility o a seitlenent and FONER tells
thereis polnp to be a bip night march Friday night. STM
says ret inmediate covemase and publielty like 7V atc.

* Documents
e Scanned documents

* PDFs are searchable, except
for handwriting

92 | MM | IC
FANIY
Miss*HAMER(ph) to STANLEY LEVISON. (Long distance)
J?’r"‘/ H: I pot your letter. We'll mall the check. We appreciate
What you did. To date we have a 1little better than 30,000.
We'll send you & report next weelk,

8L: That's great. I thought you'd get about 24,000. I
drew up that 1list, '

Ht I didn't go to Charlestgn because my brothe was in the
Fospital,  (810) Wi inFor-Fion CorfANED

HERE!S §S Ui;CLASSIFL
OF RIS GuT Y,
IF rer) DATE/MY
- D STANLEY LEVISON to HARRY BLLAFONTE. General conversation,
T 51 says Andy has been leading the mctivity in Charleston
T even though Relph is the one with his pictupe in the paper
ell thf time. HB asks sbout Jesse Jackson and SL says
n has really been getting results in T1linois, SL
saysf Jesse is & great hustler by nature, HE sa:ra_%n:_
Ewvi (ph) has been preaching with Jesse. E says s goir
make records with the Breadbasket Choir. SL wants to
HE about "whera we're going with the Politiecal
5L says the last thing he has on it is the
* memo from Tim, SL says Coretta finished her book and the
publisher is very plea!ed, SL seys they're going to make
money on it; it will be serialized in Life etc. SL says
#| "Our plece ends the book". 3L says laughingly "It's a
_darn nice bogk considering that it's written from the point
" of view of gfWhite liberal", HB wants to draft an ad wit
* BL's help fbr the New York Times indieating support
John 5L approves of this, SL & HE agres
' while Elis in Toronto next weeks SL says Nixon §
on submittinp legislatian for a J‘sderal Me
K -

\J
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= PL115-397, The
culmination of nearly two
years of hearings and
discussion, the
Congressional
Accountability Act of 1995
Reform Act aims to
strengthen sexual
harassment protections
for employees of the
Federal government and
extends those protections
to interns and other
unpaid employees of the
legislative branch. The act
further eliminates the
mandatory "cooling off”
period previously required
before a victim could
formally pursue a
harassment complaint,
requires that members of
Congress be held
personally liable for any
settlement payments
arising from sexual
harassment complaints,
and increases
transparency in cases
where settlements have
been paid.
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Popular Names of Laws List

Hint: "civil rights”™ searches the phrase "civil rights" but
«civil rights searches "civil” AND "rights"

CITATION CHECKER:

input a number in any field to ‘ | ‘ |
retrieve the eguivalent numbers

Public Law Number Statute at Large Citations Enacted Bill

PLE0-351 82 Stat. 187 S0 H.R. 5037
66 Stat. 14, Chap: 82

Spotlight FAQ m M

FEATURED LAW:
PL111-148, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Enacted March 23, 2010, PL111-148, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act was
the most comprehensive Federal reform of the U.5. healthcare system since the creation
of the Medicare program nearly 35 years before. Viewed as the signature domestic policy
achievement of the Obama administration and colloquially referred to as "Obamacare,”
after President Barack H. Obama, the act was passed following years of effort to address
a variety of interrelated issues that were placing increasing strain on the nation’s health
care system. The result is 3 complex law with provisions addressing (among other things)
precipitously rising healthcare costs, medical coverage for individuals with preexisting
medical conditions, and the dispropaortionate costs of insuring young, healthy individuals
in comparison to older individuals with more health problems.

Passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act was the culmination of 3
dizzyingly complex history of Congressional action aimed at reforming healthcare in the
United States. The legislative history for PL111-148 brings this history together, allowing
the researcher to track the development of these disparate initiatives over the years.
Related bills, Congressional hearings, as well as numerous Congressional reports and
debates recorded in the Congressional Record are all aggregated to track the process of
enacting this complex legislation.
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of nearly two years of
heanngs and discussion, the
Congressional Accountability
Act of 1995 Reform Act
aims to strengthen sexual
harassment protections for
employees of the Federal
govemment and extends
those protections to interns
and other unpaid employees
of the legislative branch. The
act further elminates the
mandatory “cooling off”
period previously required
before a vicim could
formally pursue a
harassment complaint,
requires that members of
Congress be held personally
liable for any setement
payments arising from
sexual harassment
complairts, and increases
transparency in cases where
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o0 H.R. 5037
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| Go to Legislative History |

Spotight FAQ

FEATURED LAW:
PL111-148, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Enacted March 23, 2010, PL111-148, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act was the
most comprehensive Federal reform of the U.S. healthcare system since the creation of the
Medicare program nearly 25 vears before. Viewed as the signature domestic policy
achievem ent of the Obama administration and colloquizally referred to as "Obamacare,” after
President Barack H. Obama, the act was passed following years of effort to address a variety
of interrelated issues that were placing increasing strain on the nation’s health care system.
The result is a complex law with provisions addressing (among other things) precipitously rising
healthcare costs, medical coverage for individuals with preexisting medical conditions, and the
disproportionate costs of insuring young, healthy individuals in comparison to older individuals
with more health problems.
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Voting Rights Act of 1965
Publication Type:Legislative History

DIGITAL-PDF ID:  PLEZ-110
PUBLIC LAW PDF ID:  PLB9-110FT
DATE: Aug. 6, 1965
ENACTED-BILL: 89 5. 1564
STATUTE AT LARGE: 79 Stat. 437
CONG-SESS: 891
USCS: 42USCS§1971,42 USCS § 1973, 42 USCSE § 19733, more...
DURABLE URL: hitps:icongressional-proguest-com proxyiub uits. iu.eduflegisinsight?id=PL83-110&type=LEG_HIST&accountid=11620

SUMMARY:

To enforce the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and for other purposes.

SUBJECT TERMS:

Civil Service Commission Department of Justice Elections House rules and procedure  Voter registration  Voting rights

BILLS:
89 S. 1564 Voting Rights Act of 1965 (Enacted)

89 5. 1564 - Introduced in Senate Mar. 18, 1965

89 5. 1564 - Reported in Senate Apr. 8, 1965

89 S, 1564 - Ordered to be printed as amended/Read and ordered to be printed May 27, 1965
89 5. 1564 - Ordered to be printed as amended/Read and ordered to be printed July 9, 1965

89 H.R. 6400 Voting Rights Act of 1965 (Companion)

89 H.R. 6400 - Introduced in House Mar. 17, 1965
89 H.R. 56400 - Reported in House June 1, 1965
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89th Congress

ﬁ’ SERIAL-SET-ID: 12662-1 5.rp.162

TITLE: Voting Rights Legislation
DOCUMENT-DATE: Apr. 9, 1955

COMMITTEE: Committee on the Judiciary. Senate
DOC-NQ: S.orp.162

SERIAL-VOLUME: 12662-1

DIGITAL-PDF: |12662-1 S.rp.162

LENGTH: 108 pp.

Publication Detail

SERIAL-SET-ID: 12665-3 H.rp.439

TITLE: Voting Rights Act of 1965

DOCUMENT-DATE: June 1, 1965

COMMITTEE: Committee of the Whole House. House; Committee on the Judiciary. House
DOC-NQ: H.rp.439

SERIAL-VOLUME: 12665-3

DIGITAL-PDF: |12665-3 H.rp.439

LENGTH: 89 pp.

Publication Detail
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_authority to enforce this amendment by appropriate legislation.

tution, this section was strongly supported in ‘“The JEILT

Article II, section 1, paragraph 2, concerning thdge

electors for President and Vice President, is clear ¢
Each State shall appoint, in such manner as

ereof may direct, a number of electors, equa Previous Next
number of Senators and Representatives to w!

may be entitled in the Congress * * * - .

There can he no doubt that the framers of the CorfMIGELEA L
that the entire process of choosing electors was to r¢
of the States, This was clearly followed by adoption of the 9th and
10th amendments reserving unto the States and unto the people all
fo:yem and rights not delegated to the United States by the Consti-

ution,

A literacy teat as & qualification for voting was adopted by Con-
necticut in 1855 and by Massachusetts in 1857,

But proponents of this bill will say that all of this was prior to the
adoption of the 156th amendment under which they claim the power
to establish voter qualifications in some of the States, Does the
15th amendment give Congress any such power? Clearly, it does not.

The fact that the 15th amendment was not intended to take from the
States the exclusive right to fix voting qualifications is shown by the
fact that the 17th amendment, adopted many years later, contains the
identical language originally used in section 2 of article T of the Con-
stitution:

The electors in each state shall have the qualifications

requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the
state legislatures,

The 15th amendment, does prohibit any State from using race or
color as a prerequisite for qualifying to vote. Congress has the

Congress can make it a criminal offense to deny the right to vote
because of race or color, and Congress can fix the penalties for its
violation. It has done so, Congress can provide for injunctive relief
against State violating this constitutional provision. It has done so.
ongress can authorize suits to be filed by the United States to en-
force the 16th amendment, and Congress may give jurisdietion of such
actions to three-judge courts, It has done so. .
The 16th amendment did not give Congress the power to prohibit
discrimination on grounds of education. This bill, in seeking to
abolish literacy tests, does just that. After the 16th amendment had
been passed by the ]-iouse, the Senate amended it to add prohibitions
against discrimination on grounds of education. This amendment
was defeated in the House, and the 15th amendment ultimabel{ passed
in its present form, prohibiting only discrimination because of ruce or
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Fifteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution

Publication Type: Legislative History

NOTE: Civil Rights
DIGTAL-PDF ID: 15 Stat. 346
PUBLIC LAW PDF IO 15 Stat. 346FT
DATE: Feb. 27, 1869
EMNACTED-BILL. 40 5.Res. &
STATUTE AT LARGE: 15 Stat. 346
CONG-SESS: 40-3

DURABLE URL:  hitps:iicongressional-proque st-com. proxy iub. Uits. iu. eduflegisinsight id=15%20Stat. %20346&type= EG_HIST&accountid=11620

SUMMARY:

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States.

ELABORATION:

Ratified by the states on February 3, 1870.

SUBJECT TERMS:

Black Americans Constitutional amendments Minority groups

BILLS:
40 S.Res. 8 (Enacted)

40 5.Res. 8 - Referred to Committee Senate Mar. 7, 1867
40 S.Res. 8 - Reported in Senate Jan. 15, 1869

REFERENCES:
CONGRESSIONAL RECORDS:

40 Congressional Record, 40th Congress, 2nd Session (1869)
Jan. 23, 1869, Debated in Senate
DIGITAL-PDF:CG-1869-0123-155tat-346-5
VOLUME: 15
TYPE: Bound Edition
Publication Detail

Jan. 28, 1869, Debated in Senate
DIGITAL-PDF:CG-1869-0128-155tat-346-5
VOLUME: 15

TYPE: Bound Edition

Publication Detail

Slaves and slavery  Voting rights

Congressional
Globe
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There being no objection, the resolu-
tion was ordered to be printed in the
Recorn, as follows:

HENRIETTA, N'_Y_
April 24, 1365
Benator Jacon JaviTs,
Eenate Ofice Bullding,
Washington, D.C.

Deap Em: At & meeting of the Town Board
of the Town of Henrlettn on April 7, 1868,
the followlng resolutlon was passed:

“In constderntlon of the many veicrans
residing in Monrop County, State of New
Tork, and taklng Into sccount the many
medleal necds regulred by these velsrans
because of war Inflieted Injurles and dis.
abllitles: Ba It hereby

“Resoived, That the Town Board of Henrl-
etis, N.Y, support the Monroe County Vet-
erans’ Organlzations attempts to securs a
veteTans hospltal for the counly of Monroe;
further

“Resolved, That this town board wishes to
g0 on record as belng opposed to the closlng
of the veterans hospltal in Bath, H.Y."

Your thorough Investigation nnd
aidered favorable action in this mptter wm
be greatly appreclated and made known to
all veterans and other Interested porsons of
our nren.

Very truly yours,
VincewT Hasoerr,
Town Clerk,
Town of Henrfetla,

PROPOSED LEGISLATION ON
VOTING RIGHTS

Mr. JAVITS. Mr. President, 1 ask
unenimous consent that there be in-
cluded, as & part of the debate on the
pending bill, 5. lﬁﬂ m report of the
Committes on 1 Legislation and
the Committee on the Eill of Rights of
the Association ui the Bar of the City of
New York, which In my opinion sustains
the constitutionality of the pending bl

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Senator's time has expired.

Mr. JAVITS, I ask unanimous con-
sent that I may proceed for an additional
3 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Without
objection, It 1s so ordered.

My, JAVITS. Mr. President, the re-
port relates to news reports on actions of
the commitiee up to April 8; hence it is
somewhat dated, but in essential sub-
stance it will give Members of the Senate
the information which they urgently
need with respect to a consideration of
the bill before us,

There being no objection, the report
was ordered to be printed in the Recorn,

wE:

rlghte. The circumstances In which 8, 1664
was Introduced focused Immediate and prin.
olpal attentlon upon it, and this report 1s
¢hlefly concerned with that bill. However,
although the repors wes substantially cam-
pleted before the administration's bill was
reported out of commities, the report come-
ments on changes proposed In both the
Benate and House Committees on the Judl-
clary, Including significant changes ultimate-
ly included in the bill reported owt of the
Bennte Committes on the Judiclary with
Sonate Report No. 162, 8Dth Oongress, firat
session (1048). The report also comments
on two other bills which we belleve have
Belpful provislons.

The crigls In voblog rights which reached
1ta declslve stage with the recont demonstra-
tions in Selma, Als., has besn developing for
years. After extenslve study the U.S. Com-
mizszlon on Civil Righta in its 1B61 report
concluded that “the franchise 1= denled en-
tlrely to seme becauss of race and diluted
for many others. The promise of the Cone
Eltution s not yet fulfilled": Attempts
to denl with the problem through Htlgation
under Civil Rights Aot passed In 1567, 1060,
and 1964 have proved Ineffectlve. There hog
been Incronsing recognitlon af o need to en-
foree the proecriptlon of the 15th amend-
ment agalnst raclal diserimination in voting
by adminitstratlve eather than  judicial
formaulas! The Selma demonstratlons, and
the viclence which noccompanted them,
focused nationnl attentlon on the urgent
necegsity for & prompt new remedy for such
diserimination,

B, 1584 g orlgln ntroduced provides
Ehat "o votlng gualification or prosedura
mhwpmudwappuumdmﬁr
abridge the right to vote on account of race
or color” (sa¢. 2), In particular, it prohibits
denial of the right to vote in any Federal,
State, or local election because of & Perscn’s
fallure to comply with o “test or deviee,” In
any State or political subdivislon me to which
both of the following determinations are
made: (1) the Attorney Genersl determines
that a “test or device™ ns » gualification for
woting was maintalned on Movember 1, 1984,
and (2) the Director of the Consus determines
that less than 50 percent of the persons of
votlng age reslding therein wers rnglutﬂrul
on November 1, 1804 or voted in the presl
dentisl electlon of Novembar :!0& tn-: ; I}
The phrase "test or device™ ls
o include any requirement tl:nt. 8 pncmun
demonstrates “the sbllity to rend, writs, un-
derstand, or interpret any motter,” or “edu-
catlonal achievement or his knowledge of any

gubject,” that ho “possess good
charaeter,” or that he “prove his gquall-
featlons by the voucher of reglstered voiers
or members of nny other class™ (sec. (b)),
‘The Inapplicabllity of such teste a8 qualifi-
catlons to vote continues until the State or
political subdivlston, by an action brought In
& three-judge Distrlet Court of the District

Frorosgn FepERaL LE0ISLaTioN on Vorine
RIGHTS

(By the Commlttes on Fedeml Le tlem,
the Committes on the Bl of Rights, the
Asspeiation of the Bar of the City of Now

York, K.Y.)
On Mareh I.T I:Dﬂ Frosident Johneon sent
to voting

MESEARE Ok

righta and nbm:t.hd with It a proposed hill
to enforge the 16th amendment Lo the Cone
stitution of the United Btalss, to be known
a8 the Voting Righte Act of 1885, The next
day the bill wos introduced In the Sennto as
8, 1468, sponecred by 66 Benntars, nndin the
House of Represantatives as HER. 64

Congress, firet sesslon (1088), This bm m
the special messnge Immedintely followed an
address by the Prasldent to an evening joint
eeaslen of Congress and the Natlon on voting

of Cal ” declaratory judgment
that heﬂ.the; 1t mor nony person Acting under
eolor of law has im raclol votlng dis-
criminatlon for a perlod of 10 years. A di-
roct appeal lies to the Bupreme Court, The
district ourt may not lssue such o declarn-
tory judgment if there has been a Anal judg-
ment of any court of the United States that
racind discrimination ln voling bas occurred

1 Rept. of UB. Commisslon on Civil Rights,
Votlng 133, 135 (1881} .

*The Committes on Pederal Legislation re-
ported on bills respecting literacy tests in
the B7th Congress In 1 Reports of Commit-
tees of NYCOBA, Concerned with Pederal
Legisintlon 143 (1882) (herelnafter cited ns
“Reports™). The Commilttee on the Bill of
Rights reported on the voting provislons of
the Clvll Rights Act of 1984 (title I) In 2
Raepts. 63 (1063} .

April 22, 1965

within & I0-year period “anywhere In the
torritory” of petitloner {sec. 3(c)).

The bill further provides (ses. 4) that If
the Attorney General certifies, with respeat
to nny political subdivision as to which suah
determinations heve been made by the At-
torney General and the Director of the Cen-
sus, that he has recelved merttorlous wrltten

nte from 20 who allege that
they have been denled the right to vote on
Rooount of race or eolor, or that he other-
wiza desms the appolntment of examiners
neceseary to enforee the 15ih smendment,
the Clvil Servies Commission shall appoint
examiners Lo reglater applicants to ruh in
any such subdivision pursuant to the do-
talled provislons of the act (secs, B-8; 10).
Thers are, in additlon, erlminal sanotions
Imposed upon thase wnoa.augtb.rigmbn
vote because of race or color
do 50 or to Interfere with rlgnul s‘uamntwd.
under the bill, of who commlt eriminal or
civil contempts or who make false state-
ments to oxaminers (secs. B, 11{a), (d)}.

8. 1517, introduced by Benalar Dovoras, for
himeell and others, and HR. 4652, Introdused
by Representatlve Liwoaay, hove also recelved
considerable attention, and some of thelr pro-
visions will be discusasd balow,

Wo conelude that a new statute to enforce
the 15th amendment to the Constitution 1
wrgently required and that 8, 1584 i 4 con-
stitutlonal exercise of congressional power
under that amendment. However, we beliave
that ft8 rench, mﬁwnm and clarlty can

he improved by certaln amendments sog-
gested in this peport,
[Conswrromiowam |

Approprinte leglslation: 8. 1564 is obviously
® hill to enforce the 15th amendment and
dees not purport to rest en any other con-
stitutional baals. The I5th amendment reads
a8 follows :

“SecTiod 1. The right of oltlzens of the
United States to vote shall not be denled
or abridged by the United States or by any
State, on poeount of race, coloF, of previows
% wa. 3, The Congres

. 4. The Congress shall have power to
enforce this article by appropriate leglsla-
tion.™

The ultimate constitotlonal guestlon,
therefore, 1s whether 5. 1564 constitutes A
propriate leglalation” within the meanlng of
section 3 of the 15th amendment, We balleve
1t does.

In casss Interpreting the language ™
priate legplslatlon™ as i3 oceurs in the ]-ltn snd
15th amendments, Congress has been held to
possess wlde latltude to enact legislatlon
which L8 dlrected to the enforcement of thelr

slons. In Ex parte Virgirie, 100 US. (10
Otéa) 239 (18707, the Supreme Court con-
sidered the validity of a Federal law which
prohibited the States from disquallfying He-
groes, otherwise gualified, from sittlng om
jurles in thelr courts. The Court held that
the etatube woas “appropriate leglalation™ un-
der the 14th amendment and, spenking of
the 13th, 14th, and 16th amendments to-
gether, satd

“Congress ks anthorized to enforce the pro-
hibition by appropriate leglelatlon. Somes
legislntion is contempiated to make the
amendments Uy efective. Whatever legla-
Intlon 15 appropriate. that ks, adapted to
CATTY OUT the shjects the amendments have
In view, whatever tends to enforce submis=
glon to prohibltlons they contain, and to
secura to all persons the enjoyment of perfect
equality of clvll elghts and the equal pro-
tection of the laws agalnst State deninl or

tnvaslon, if n-ut prohiblted, 18 brought within
the domnin of congressional power.” Id. at
B46-48,

The wide scope of the 1bth smendment ia
Indlented by Lane v, Wilson, 307 U8, 248
(1934), which struck down nn Okinhomn
“grandfather clnuse™;
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Articlas

end editorials
Shifting Minds and Promlass Eept, A158T.
Bo{h'llu‘l Vollng Rights Act of 1965,

AITEE.

Sound Bill, Unfaverable Label, 16297,

Sound Votlng Rights Blll, AJ004.

Beuthern Transitlos, AL5TR,

Btate Primary for Governor, AZ844,

Statement of Palth, A1T72.

Strong  Medicine—Vatlng  Rlghts  BIlL
AAGTE.

Btruggle It On To Ba!! Tour Vote, Paul H.
Douglas, 16711,

Btatlstica and Vobing Rights, 10081,

Birong But Wroag Dosage, A1028,

wu;:lm Conventlons and Shorten Cam-

1

mm.l;.unr Action on Voting Rights, AT102.

Time for Cltlzenshlpy, A4725.

Tower Bubstitute, A2175,

Votlng BIL [!\Inﬂl“]’}, 8607, 4608, 02D-
G331, 11715, A1TE3.

Vating Blll Evils Compounded, A1071.

Vo Bill—Immoral Law, 18733,

Votlng Bill “Plles Wrong on Wrong,"
ALBEE.

Voting Bill Fianned In Moscow, AlBT4.

Wote Bill Recalls Tragle Era, 11715, ASE70.

thon, L T AlB83,

Voting Rights Act (s serles), AS4TL, A4478
Voting Rlghts Bl (sundry), 09085513,

ELECTIONS—Continted
Bills and resclutions
Vottng, Regletration, and Elsctlons
Commission amnnan (sen bells HR.

4420, 4427, $08, 418
Pedleral Voung mmna Act; amend (see

t politleal contri-
tlons by l'nee barried 434},

Government agencies:  probtbit use of

tiggju to infuence alecions (see b 8.

Hatch Act: amend to permit full polielcal
partiolpation by Federal employess (seo
Bill HR, 604).

Interstate comtributtons: prohibit, in con-
nection with Pederal primary and pen-
erul electiong {ses nu.l HR. 8023).

Lakar

Latters
Absentes voting by serviesmen, Edns F.
Eelly, 8505,
Alasks's votlng Tecard, A1SOd.
FOO falrness mtd-nv. Luther W. Martin,

ABLL
Fadernl reglatrars in Wileox County, Ala,
J. G. Green, G833,
Poll taxes, by Mark De W. Howe, THET,
P!wpnned woting law, Donald J. Trein, 6810
clorklon cmnpalges

ter presldent
T e e
Voﬂ:ﬁiﬂxhl-l.' by New Jorcey tenshers,
by Representative Cederberg, 5105,

Lista

prohlblt campalgn contrlh\ltlona (seq
il H.E. 10088) .

Llberuey testa: frea trary discrime=
InRtion (s hl!'l E.R. lliﬂﬂ

probible [see Bl HE. 4249},

Loyaliy oath: requirement for voting (see
I HLR. g954) .

Mational elections: amend Constitotion
relntive to ellgibillty of coetaln parsons
to vote I (see B, Res 300, 328).

held on fitss Sunday In November
(@me bl &, 1311).

Wew residents: reglater to vote (sce H, Con,
Res. 344, 304},

Polltleal candidates: amend not relative to
N(un.l broadeast time for (see bII S,

:Fautlen:l eommlttons: allow tax deduction
far contributions to (see blll 5. 2008).

Voilng Rights Bl O
In Amerlcan Law, A1408.
vAuin; Rights Bill Is Constitationed,

714,
Vollng Rights BU! In Tough, A
WVoilng Rights Can End IW—YW{)M civil

ww
wéml Rights Complisnce I8 Encouraging

Watch the Weather, Congressmen, 8748,
W:?zﬁn Pags SUT Alabama Votlog Test?

pronibag [T
H.E. 408).

Prisident: provide for preferentinl pri-
muries (soe bl HR. 54).

Prestdent and Vico Prealdent: amend Con-
sHEutlon Telative to eligibiiity to vate
for (ses MLF. Res_ 08, 278, €93).

Frimary elections: provide same dates for
curmn {see bills HR. 1545, 2004).

Eadio and televislon: repenl law relative
to equal time provisions (see bill 8.

1010,
Records: amend act relative to retentlon
"o (sen b1 EE B, 2408 .

tests or devioes challenged
by Department of Justies  (selected
Statea), 8478, BATH.
Eleetlon resulta: regulate announcements
af, bills relating to, 10514,
Memoranduwms
Legailty of depoaltions in Misalsalppt eles-
tor cnses, 14164,
Polllng places, £loae &t same time, LIbTary
of Congress, 10611,
States with poll-tax requirements, by Li-
brary of Congress, 18T11.
Btucy of 1964 presidential electilon, 'ﬂ! Btu-

denta of ool Sehiues High Sebocl, A3,
Newsietter
muupdnn for chaos, American Flag Gom-

multtee, 11054,
‘One man, cre vote, Senator Hors, 10032,
Bemarks in Howse
Alsbuma: countles affected by low-volar
pnrump.mn. 18010, 15020,
Federal registrars, 4403,
woting statistics in Dallas County,
16982, 16011
Lrthumm- prﬂhlhlﬁ from

Cnmpalgn 1.
nexd for legisiation regording, 1133,
Campalign Finance Act: bll to provide
suparvislon, B0

Colonial times: vutlngmqulmmmh.lm:
l:lamm day: declars natlonal holldey,

MI‘%I sloctions: regulation,

Your Vote; Can U.8. Set State 7
AL43E,
Fou're on the List To Vobe, 16541,

and.
Appropriated funds: prohibit use of, to
Inﬂum:n electlons {see bills HR, 11068,

11748},
Commities To Stidy Election Methods for
muunu‘l Difice: provide for (see bill HE.
0538).

me slectlon disiricie: estabilish
contlguous (see blll HE. 824),
Congresslonal  ropresentatlon: — reduce,
whoras rlght to vote bs sbridged (see bills
. 11681 H.ER. 5419, 8263, 63411,
Contributions: smend laws relative to
(see H.J, Res. 339) .
Electlon doy: deslignate &8 publlc holiday
llﬂ bill H.R. !Ib' HLJ. Res. B3).
o materi s

permit certain,
hudlul & ﬂmt4llll mall (see hl1.'l l!k.
11676

Electorsl College, Commisston To Investl-
gita Reform: eroate (soe BEll HE. 2179).

Electornl vote: provide for count of [see
8. Con. Res 1%).

PFederal eleation: ellghblllty of eertain per-
aona to vote ln (see 8.5, Res. 75; H.J.
Res. 396).

Federal lestion lawe: reviss, to prevent
cOFFupt practloes (see bill 8. 2641),

Federal employees: allow Lime for, to voto
{5oe bill HLE 110) .

creata commisaton to study politi-
cal activity of, In (ase BI M, 8258).

e permlL partlelpatlon in pelltlosl s
Elvities (aee billa HR. 7411, T41E).

amend Constlb
taom Telative b {soe HI, Res. 20T) .
Reglatering and votlng: make certain ao=
tons rolmnl' to, & crime (fe bills HR.
TILE, TIE0, TIED, TRED, TIG0, TATE, VIGO0,
TAER}.

Votlng: protect right of (see bills 5. 1517;
H.R. 2477, 2649, 49562, S06L, BI76, &
35‘ &2, G408, 5434, G204, GI2I-8324,

b

Voting nge: nmend Gonstitution to reduce
m:ama¢ms..1marrr|..rm
52, b8, 433, 40, , 633, G4, 040,

ﬁg.‘m &2, 07‘. GW. ETI' 6an, 585 6548,

TR
Bl (HE. IMH to pro-
m 3060

Bl (HR. 5400} to provide, 3465,

Fiftesnth Amendment: background, 18008,
18040,

Fraudulent voting: make o Federal offense,
B5ED,

HMngch Act: exemptlon in connection with
home rule for Distriet of Columbla,

208,
sult relatlve to employes living in

Montgomory County, 25428,
Honeaty: esaential element of & demos-
ey, 1148, 121

gqualieation i wu.u; 1084,

Vating tghts: enforoe 15th tta

bills HR. #548-4558, 4618, G503, 8ea0,
5030, BO6Z, G016, G023, 0027, G074, BORS,

voluntary extenslon of provistons
adapied by 15 Ssates to remalning States
{sen bill ILE. G064) .
Court deciaions
Harem v. Urnlted States (power of Cone
gress to reguints elections), 1807
Reglster persons in Dallas and Parry Coun-
thes, Als, 19985, 15508,
WVotlng rights, 8103,

of certain Negroes to

vole J.I'I. 15868,

elegtion lawe, 18, 38, 49,

Megroes registered o vole, 24208,
24266, 24260, 24273, 24283,

st Curoling: voung practlees In, 18268-
16261,

Poll tax: court test om legullty of, 1988,

——— votes of President Johnson while in

Fresident and Viee President: amend
‘Constitutlon relative to eleetion of, 2036,
Presidenifa] campalgns: ehorten, 874,
Prestdentin] elections: modernlss
Seate requlrements, 4733,
Pumnnt's messnge ob vetlng: tribute,

rmmh:unu Tight to vote, 16068, 18287,
Pucrto Rican populntion: gunrantss right
‘to wote, 17030,

Cross References

VOTING. See Crvi RiGHTS; ELECTIONS,

VOTING RIGHTS. See also ELECTIONS.
Btatement: Voting Rilghts: Mansfleld-
Dirksen amendment, Senator Cooper,
11017.
VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1065. See also
ELECTIONS. .
Chronological outline of legislative his-
tory of 8. 1654, 28354-28372. -
Statement; Attorney General. Katzenbach
5807.
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1550-15681

8 1bﬁo—'m amend section 14 of the Natarsl
Gas Act,

on
saa3,
8, 1581—To amend ssation 19 of the Natural
Gas Act with respecs to the lssusnce of
securitles for the construcslon, acquisi-

SENATE BILLS

. 1560—Conkinued
and Members of the Congress, and for

olher purpases.
wda;;mvr. Committes on the Judiclery,
&, 186 —Providing that the 13th duy of Oc-
tober In esch Fesr shall be deslgnnted

tlon, or operation of pipeline facilities. a8 Columbus Day, and for other purposes,
Mr. on Mr. Hlll.er. on the Judlclwry,
taag. 5233,

8, 1552—To nmend the Natursl Gna Act with
respect t0 the IMpoTtation And exporta-
Uen £f natiural gas.

Mz on

5233,
E.1350—To amend the Natuml Gus Act to
wuthiorizs the Pederal Power Gomemlsalon
& preserine sty requirements for na-
tural gas companles,
air on Coms

G233,
8. 165—To amond subscctlon (b) of sectlon
214 and mubsccticn (e} (1} of sectlon zu
of the Communieations Aet of 1634,
amendad. ln order to substitute ﬂIEBW
retary of Defense (rather than the Sec
lstul.es of the Army snd the Nnvr] a3
he person entitled to recetve ofcial
tm of the fling of cortaln wpueam-
in the common carrles service.

8. lEBl—Tﬂ amind the Act of July 26, 1966,
suthorize the Musoatine B Com-
mmalon to construcs, nwmuu. and ap-

cmate a bildge acrces the =inpg?

5, 1686—Continued ‘
A, Fll and br. Clark; Committee g

bor and P\n.\llc \iml‘am em. 18—

Reporied 5. Rept.

por
318), mn—nemd #:
8. 1657—To amend sock cn\ af ﬂtw ln.
Tnited States
ments for en nmult. wrcﬂm pay lw
nonregul e
B, ommitser on Armed Services,
saye
8. For the reltaf of Issdore Ralnes
Browster: Commitiee on the Judiclay.
B411.

River at or nesr the oﬂy od' m: 9, 1560
o rive ol the rate of

towmn ot
Mr, Mnlers.naw mc:enlmpewonumt-
ton on

B. 1683—Ta mcnu mau ultural Act of

Tactipfig milk and cream, and for ather
w

. Nelaon: Comnlttee on Agriculture and

FOTessry. G2,

tion payable to ceriain empioyees of the
Unlted States for porforming Inspection
ar guarantine services oo a Sunday of
alar,
Mr. Pong: Committee on Agritulture and
Porastry, 5411,
8. 1670—Tp increase the nmounts authorized
far Indlan adult vocational education.
Mr. Matoalf; Committes on Interlor and
Tnsular Alfalze, b11—Reparted (3. Tiept.
151}, T408 —Indefinttely postponed (H.

on
m:.-_.amm 8. Rept. §38), 1B517.—
Passed Senate, 10895 —Relerred to House
Commitiee on Intersiate nad Foreign
Commerss, 16958,

8. 1506—Tn extend for 1 year the dote on
which the Natlonal Commisslon on Food
Marketing shall make a final report 4o
the Presldent and to the Congress and to
provide necessary autharizafion of ap-
propriatlons for suel Commision.

Mr. Magnuson, Mr. MeGee, Mz, Hart, Mr.
Morton, and Mr, Hrusks; Commitiss on
Commerce, 5233

B, 1555—1‘0 suthorize the Board of Governors

of the Fodeml Reserve Spstem to doli-
gate certaln of its funotions, and for|
ather purpoees.

Mr. Robertson; Committes on Bankin
nnd Currency, 5933 —Roparted (5. Rept.
533), 10001 —Passed Berats, 19171 —HRe«
ferred b0 House Committee on Bankisg|
and Currency, 10489,

8. 15857—To amend the Pederal Reserve Act
%0 ensbla Fodesn] Reserve DANKS 10 10
vest In certwln abllgations of forsign
gmvmlnullw

Roberteon; Commities on Batklng and
cummey 5731 —Reparted (3. Rept. 534) ,
18001, —Paased Scnate, 18172—Referred
0 House Commitiee on and

e o Banking

8. 1556—To nmend sectlon 22(g) of the Fed-
ernl Reagrve Act TRiating Lo loARA 10 ex-
ecutlve oficers by member banks of the
Poderal Reserve Systom, and for other
purposes,

Mr. Robertson: Committee on Banking and|
Currency, 6230 —Reported (3. Rept,
s36), e Henate, 16171 —To-|
farred to Houso Committee on Bunking]
wad Currency, 19468

B.1558—To amend the Federal Resarve Act]
in order to enabls the Federal Reserve
Banks ta extend aredit to member banks)
and others In acoordance with current
#conomie conditions, wnd for other pur-
POeE.

239 —F

Mr. Robertson; Committes on Banking and
cported (5, Be)

639, 18337 —Pessed Sennte, 19644 —Rp-)
ferred to House Committes on Banking
and Currency, 19738,

B 1560—To amend title 18, United States
Code, to protect the President of tha
United States, the Vice Fresldent of the
Tnited States, members of the Cabinat,

1240

5, 1884—T0 entoros the 15th amendment to
um Constitution of the Tnlted States.
Br, Manzfleld, Br. Dirksen, Mr. Kuchel, Mr,
Allcon, Mr. Aliott, Mr. Anderson, BIr
Bartlett, Mr. Buss, Mr. Bayh, Mr. Ben-
nett, Mr, Boggs, Mr. Brewster, Mz, Bur-
dick, Mr, Cnse, Mr, Church, Mr, Clark,
Mr, Cooper, Mr. Cotion, Mr. Dodd, Mr.
Dominick, Mr, Douglhss, Mr. Fong, BMr.
Grusnleg, Mr. nxm- Mr. Hurt, Mr.
. Mr. Inouye, Mr. Tacksoo. BIr.
Jurlis, Mr. Jardan of Iduho, Mr. Eennedy
- of Masanchusetis, Mr. Xeanedy of New
York, Mr. Lauscho, Mr. Long of Missourt,
Mr, Magnuson, Mr. Mefarthy, Mr. Mo~
Ges, Mr. MeGovern, Mz, :Hcmtm Mr
MeNamara, Mr. Metealf, Mr.
Mr. Monroney, Mr. Montoyw, Mr Imuo
Mr. Morton, Mr. Boss, Mr, Mundt, Mr,
Murphy, Mr. Muskle, Mr, Nelson, Mrs,
Meuberges, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pearson, Mr.
Pe:ll e, Prouty, Mz, Proxmire, Mr, Ran-
dolph, Mr, Riblooff, Mr. Saltanstall, Mr.
Seots, Mr. Symingson, My Tydings, Mr
Lizms of Few J

and Mr Young of ohm Commitian om
the Judlclary, 5411—Reparted  with
amendments (5. Rept. 162) without rec-
ommendation, TT24,~Decbated, 7801,
T

T2, 9030, 5012, D023, 10028, 10056, 10073,
1010, 10045, 10353, 10384, 10356, 10082,
10364, 10070, 10444, 10555, 10559, 10562,
T0BTO, 16720, 10734, 10741, 10843, 10848,
10849, 10866, 11004, lll”ﬂ. l'lm. 11107,
nna 11188, 11208, 11213, 11215, 11597,
11427, 11453, 11455, 11487, 11463, 11086,
11714, 11718, 11724 —Amended and
passed  Bennte, 11782 —Amended  and
Daasad me (L of HE. WDJ
amended,

smendments atd sgrees bo & conforenca,
16798, —Conferees  nppointed, 16705.—
Conferance report (H. Rept, 'nlr Bub-
mitted in House and agreed to, 18187,
19191 —Conference mwrt Ellhmlm in
Henate and ngreed &,

and signed, 19633, 19535 PNGUIIW to
the President, 19528 —approved |Pubille
Lo 89-110], 10743,

n.-.ml nmparw HtUALd I e
%\c Stats of Howatl
M. Imﬂu‘l Comimli n-awarnmanr.ov—
BERLIONE, 5411,
8, 1566—Ta extend the Javenily b o
and Youth Offenies Control Act of 1981,

ATI passed in Il.cu! g
5. 1571—For the rellel of Eermlt Wager, of
Loblmm 5, e,
MeGovern; Committes on the Judls
mr_u— 6411,
5. 1673—For the relef of Morritt A, Seefeldt
and ©., Seefeldt.

Mr. MeGovern; Commiites on the Judl-
clary; GA1!
5. 187T8—Far tku! rellef of the estate of Mary L.

McNamara.
Mr, MoGovern and Mr, Mundt; Commities
on Pioance, 5411,
3.1578—For the rellef of Sasko Kono Mat-

stura
Mrs.“lhrm: Commmities on the Judiclary,

5. 1576—To establish & a:]l'-mppeﬂlug Fed-
eral relnsurance PROETAm io protech em-
ployess In the enjoyment of certain righta
under private penslon plane.

N.r Hm'k.k: Commitiee on Plnance, 5411,

5. wm—'rq amend the Act of My 17, 1056
(88 Stat. 98), ns nmended, providing for
the constructlon of the Jeferson K-
tonal EXpAnsion Memorial at the site of
obd Bt. Louls. Mo, ahd for other pur-

poses.

Mr, Anderzan, Mr, Hrusks, Mr. Long of
Missaurl, Mr. Morse, and Mr. Symington;
Commltiee on Tnterlor am Insular Af-
firs, 8411 —Reported Rept, #20),
19435 —Passed Senate, ‘WW:—MQM
to Committee on House Administration,
14170 —Oommitten diacharged,

House (in len of HR. B510), 28705

Mln(d and slgned. 26187, 26436—
ted to the President, SG43H.—Ap-

pmwed |Public Law 03-260], 27800,

8. 1577—To nuthorizs assletance under title
VIT af the Houstng Act of 1061 for the
derelopment for onen-smce uses of lnnd
sequited under gucl

M. Williams of New Jersny, ' Mr. Brows
and Mr. Nelion; Committer on Banking
and Currency, 5611, 7834,

5.1578—For tho reliet of Dr. Delfing M

Thalin.

Mr. Long of Missourl; Committee on the

Judiciary, S473.

5. 1570—Fur the rellef of Thick Koo Yoe.

of Missourl; Commlttes on the

Mr, Long
Judiciary, 6473,
a lﬁau_ww the relics of Mrs, Dorls Wal Kam

m- :L-uns of Misspurl; Committes on the
Judicinry, 5473,

enee 8. 1561 —For the relief of Dr. Orhen Metln

\\\
—

—

8, 1564—To enforce the 15th amendment to
the Constitution of the Unlted States.
Mr. Mansfield, Mr. Dirksen, Mr. Kuchel, Mr.
Ailken, Mr, Allott, Mr. Anderson, Mr.
Bartlett, Mr. Bass, Mr. Bayh, Mr. Ben-
nett, Mr, Boggs, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Bur-
dick, Mr, Case, Mr. Church, Mr, Clark,
Mr. Cooper, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Dodd, Mr.
Dominick, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Fong, Mr.
Gruening, Mr. Harris, Mr. Hart, Mr,
Hartke, Mr, Inouye, Mr. Jackson, Mr.
Javits, Mr. Jordan of Idaho, Mr. Kennedy
of Massachusetts, Mr. Kennedy of New
York, Mr. Lausche, Mr. Long of Missouri,
Mr, Magnuson, Mr. McCarthy, Mr. Me-
Gee, Mr, McGovern, Mr. McIntyre, Mr.
McNamara, Mr. Metcalf, Mr. Mondale,
Mr, Monroney, Mr. Montoya, Mr. Morse,
Mr. Morton, Mr. Moss, Mr, Mundt, Mr.
Murphy, Mr, Muskie, Mr. Nelson, Mrs.
Neuberger, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pearson, Mr.
Pell, Mr. Prouty, Mr. Proxmire, Mr. Ran-
dolph, Mr, Riblcoff, Mr. Saltonstall, Mr.
Scott, Mr, Symington, Mr. Tydings, Mr.
Willlams of New Jersey, Mr, Yarborough,
and Mr. Young of Ohio; Committee on
the Judiciary, 5&%11—Reported with
amendments (S. Rept. 162) without rec-
ommendation, 7724—Debated, 7801,
78B9, 7908, §252, 8358, B423, 8428, B4467,
8475, 8558, 8813, 8818, BB28, BI6S, 8975,
8984, 8985, 9070, 9072, BOTT, 9086, HOSS,
9235, 0263, 9269, 0334, 0342, 9483, 0488,
9772, 8830, 9912, 9929, 10028, 10056, 10073,
10102, 10145, 10352, 10354, 10356, 10362,
10364, 10370,” 10444, 10566, 10559, 10562,
10570, 10720, 10734, 10741, 10843, 10846,
10849, 10866, 11004, 11060, 11076, 11107,
11113, 11188, 11208, 11213, 11215, 11397,
11427, 11453, 11455, 11457, 11483, 11465,
11714, 11715, 11724—Amended and
passed Senate, 11752-—Amended and
passed House (In lleu of H.R. €400),
16288.—Title amended, 16288.—Senate
disagrees to House amendments and asks
for a conference, 18483.—Conferees ap-
polnted, 16486 —House insists on Its
amendments and agrees to a conférence,
168795.—Conferees appolnted, 167856.—
Conference report (H. Rept. T11) sub-
mitted in House and agreed to, 18187,
19191 —Conference report submitted in
Benate and agreed to;, 19374 —Examined
and signed, 19533, 19535.—~Presented to
the President, 19538 —Approved [Public
Law 89-110], 18743,

Voting Rights Act
of 1965, Pub. L.
No. 89-110

Vol. 111
Congressional
Record (1965)
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U.S. Supreme Court Case

* Find the pleadings for Lassiter v. Northampton
County Board of elections, 360 U.S. 45 (1959)

* LFR: “l want to know how the plaintiffs presented their claim.
This is a race/literacytest case. But the Court doesn’t talk
about that. | wonder if the plaintiffs so pled, as race, and the
Courtignored it. Or not.”

High Court Uphiolds
"Voter Literacy Test

WASHINGTON, June 8§
{AP)—The Supreme Court de-
clared wvalid today a North
Carolina requirement that pro-
spective voters must be able
to read and write any section
of the state's Constitution.

The validity of the reguire-
ment was attacked by Mrs,
Lounise Lassiter, a MNegro, who
refused to read sections of
the North -Carolina Constitu-
tion when she asked to be
registered &s a voter in Sea-
board Precinct, Northampton
County. - .

Justice William O. Douglas
delivered the unanimeus deci-
sion, I
Mrs. Lassiter contended the
requirement violated guaran-
tees of the United States Con-
stitution. She appealed to the
high tribunal after the North
Carolina Supreme Court had
rejected her contentions and
said the requirement of a lit-
eracy test was applied to all
persons ‘without discrimina-
tion as to race, creed or color.

I. Beverly Lake, counsel for
the Northampton County elec-
tion board said Mrs. Lassiter
was unable to read or write.
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Supreme Court Records

 Lassiter v. Northampton
County Bd. of Elections, 360
U.S. 45 (1959)

* Transcript of Record

* the printed record of
the proceedings and
pleadings of a case,
required by the
appellate court for a
review of the history of
the case.

Supreme Court of the United States
OCTOBER TERM, 1958

No. 584

LOUISE LASSITER, APPELLANT,
V8.

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

APPEAL FROM THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

INDEX

Record from the Superior Court of Northampion
County, State of North Carolina
Organization of court 1 1
Notice of appeal to County Board of Elections
from denial of registration by Precinet Rep-

igtrar Helen H. Taylor 2 2
Order of Board of Bleetions. ..o 3 8
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Motion of Louise Lassiter for directed verdiet
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Judgment 13 12
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Exoephoms to judgment. ... - 14 13

tzs of errvor 18 15
Statement of case on appeal 18 17
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12GALE

LOUISE LASSITER, APPELLANT,
vs.

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

APPEAL FROM THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

FILED SEPTEMBER 2, 1958,
JURISDICTION NOTED DECEMBER 15, 1958.

ABOUT | HELP | CONTACT US | TERMS OF USE | PRIVACY POLICY | ACCESSIBILITY | END SESSION CGale, here for everyone.

HTML file of OCR’d text from digital scans.

Disclaimer: This file is generated using OCR (optical ch: ition) and/or HTR (k 1 text 1), which are ies that convert images of text
into text. While the technol are good at d ing legible text, there are limitations and some text may not have been d ly. Lassiter v. Ne
County Bd. of Elections, 360 U.S. 45 (1959). Transcript of Record TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD Supreme Court of the United States, OCTOBER TERM, 1958 No. 584 -798
LOUISE LASSITER. APPELLANT..vs. NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS.APPEAL FROM THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE.OF NORTH
CAROLINA FILED SEPTEMBER 2, 1958. JURISDICTION NOTED DECEMBER 15, 1958. Supreme Court of the United States OCTOBER TERM, 1958 No. 584
LOUISE LASSITER, APPELLANT, vs. NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS APPEAL PROM THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE.OF NORTH
CAROLINA,INDEX Original Print Record from the Superior Court of Northampton,County, State of North Carolina, Organization of court. 1 Notice of
appeal to County Board of Elections.from denial of registration by Precinct Reg- istrar Helen H. Taylor-——-_________ 2 2 Order of Board of Elections. .. .33
Notice of appeal to the Superior Court. .. -4 4 Notice of appeal to County Board of Elections from denial of reg1suam0u by Precinct Reg- istrar Helen H
Taylor. 55 Certr. to of record. 66 1 of counsel 7 6 Motion of Louise Lassiter for directed
verdict,and finding and denial thereof .... ... 11 10 Special request for findings of fact and con-,clusions of law and denial thereof-........ . 12 11 Judgment ........
wweee 13 12 Appeal entries and notice of appeal to Supreme.Court of North Carolina...... .. 14 13 Exceptions to judgment
L1413 A of error. 16158 of case on appeal 1817 as to record 2019
ii INDEX, Original Print Proceedings in the Supreme Court of North Caro- lina ......._... - .21 19 Opinion, Wmhqme C.. .21
19 Judgment - - 35 34 Clerk's certificate . - 36 34 Ncm::e of appeal to Supreme Court ﬂfthe Umt;ed Slates
3835 Order granting motion for leave to pmceed in forma p pauperis ... 42 39 Order noting probable jurisdiction
- 44 39 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF NORTHAMPTON.COUNTY, STATE OF NORTH CAROL]NA LOUISE LASSITEB,V. NORTHAMPTON
COUNTY BOARD OF ELiOTONS Before PAUL, J., August 1957 Term, Northampton, Superior Court. PLAINTIFF Appealed ORGANIZATION OF COURT BE IT
REMEMBERED that a Superior Court for the County of Northampton is this day opened and held in the Courthouse in Jackson, North Carolina, on the fourth Monday
before the first Monday in September. 1957, the same being the 5th day of August, 1957. Present: The Honorable Malcolm C. Paul. JuLdge of the Second Judicial District,
presiding.. The following members of the Grand Jury report for duty: W. J. Long, Jr., Foreman, and others (naming them). Wilson W. Baird, Allen Brown and Johnnie
Stancell are excused due to illness. Then comes E. Frank Outland, Esq.. Sheriff of said County, into open court and returns the following good and lawful persons by him
summoned to serve as jurors for the said term of Superior Court, to wit, John Cross and others (naming them). Mrs. D. G. Britton and others (naming them) are excused B. B
- Tant, J. P. Hargrove [fol. 2] and W. H. Blowe are reported by the Sheriff "Not to be found in Northampton County," also W. I Shakelford. The remaining 21 good and
lawful persons are sworn in as petit jurors for the term_Honorable E. R. Tyler, Solicitor for the Sixth Judicial District, is present on behalf of the State. 2. The following
proceedings are had: At 4:00 PM. Court takes a recess until Tuesday mom- ing, August 6, 1957. at 10 o'clock../s/ M. C. Paul JUDGE PRESIDING. Court opens, pursuant to
a recess, Friday morning, August 9, 1957, at 10 o'clock, The following proceedings are had: STPULAmTIONS OF COUNSEL:,(The contents of this Stipulation appear
elsewhere in this record.) JUDGENT: (The contents of this Judgment appear else- where in this record ) At 12:45 PM. Court takes a recess.,/s' M. C. Paul JUDGE
PRESIDnTG. NORTH CAROLINA, NORTIHAMPTON COUNTY In the Matter of the Application for Registration as a,Voter of Louise Lassiter NOTICEr O APPEAL TQ
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTiONS FROM.DENTAL OF REGISTRATION BY PRECINCT REGISTRAR HELEN H. TAYLO--June 22, 1957 Notice is hereby given that
Louise Lassiter, who ap- plied to the Registrar of Seaboard Precinct for registra- tion as a voter on the 22 day of June, 1957, and who was denied registration by said
Registrar, one Helen H. [fol. 3] Taylor, has appealed from the decision of said Registrar to the County Board of Elections. Notice is further hereby given that the full name of
the applicant for registration is Louise Lassiter; that the applicant's age is 41 years; and that the applicant's address is Sea- 3 board, Northampton County. North Carolina, and
cor- rectly listed below Finally, Notice is hereby given that the reason for this appeal from the Seaboard Registrar's decision denying registration to the applicant, is that the
applicant was denied registration because of the applicant's failure to submit to an educational test, which is presumably pro- vided in North Carolina General Statutes
163-28, amended, and that the applicant in good faith contends that the said educational test 1s invalid, void and un- constitutional, and that applicant further contends that
applicant is entitled to be registered without submission to the ordeal of the educational test.. This 22 day of June, 1957../s/ Louise Lassiter Applicant. Address: Mrs. Louise
Lassiter, Route 1..Box 180, Seaboard, N. C. BEFORE THEE BOABD OF ELECTIONS,ORDER OF BOARD OF ELE OTIONS In the Matter of the Application for
Registration as a Voter of Mary Ellen Edwards and Louise Lassiter. This cause coming on to be heard and being heard by W. W. Grant, W. T. Outland and Russell Johnson,
Jr., who comprise, the Northampton County Board of Elec- tions, and it being found as a fact by said Board that the Petitioners Louise Lassiter and Mary Ellen Edwards were
refused registration on June 22, 1957, by the Regis- [fol. 4] trar of the Seaboard Precinct because of their refusal to read any section of the North Carolina Consti- tution, and
it further being found as a fact that said petitioners refused on June 28, 1957, on the de nov,o hearing before the Board of Elections, to read any sec- tion of said State
Constitution and it appearing to the Board that the law 'of North Carolina requires that each registrant read any section of said Constitution, it is therefore ordered: That
Louise Lassiter and Mary Ellen Edwards be not registered and are not entitled to be 4 registered on the Registration Books of Northampton County because of their failure to
comply with the Regis- tration Laws../s’ Russell H. Johnson, Ir. /s/ W. W. Grant NOTICE OF APPEAL TO SUPERIOR COURT WAS GIVEN ORALLY.BY ATTORNEY
JAEns WALKER OF WELDON. N.C..Before the County Board of Elections NoTIoE OF APPEAL TO THE SUPEIUOR COURT.Louise Lassiter,v. Northampton County
Board of Elections and Russell H. Johnson, Jr.. Board Chailman, and W. W. Grant and W. T. Qutland, all of whom constitute the full mem- bership of said Board. TO TE
NORTHIAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS:.NoTIoE is hereby given that Louise Lassiter, who ap- plied to the Registrar of the Seaboard Voting Precinct for
registration as a voter on the 22nd day of June, 1957, and who appealed in writing to the County Board of Elections on the same day from the said Registrar's de- nial of
registration, has appealed from the decision and order of the County Board of Elections, which is dated the 28th day of June, 1957 to the Superior Court of [fol. 5]
Northampton County as is jby law provided. NOTICE is further hereby given that a copy of the Notice of Appeal which was filed with the Registrar on the 22nd day of June,
1957, to her denial of registration to Appel- lant is attached to the INSTANT NOTICE and all statements therein mad»e are made a part of this Paragraph with the same effect
as if herein specifically set out. This 28th day of June, 1957_/s/ Louise Lassiter. Appellant and Appl for R ion as a Voter. 5 NOTICE OF APPEAL TO COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS FROM.DENIAL or REGISTRATION BY PREOINCOT :REGISTBRA.HELEN H. TAYLOR NORTH CAROLINA NORBTHAMPTON
COUUNTY In the Matter of the Application for Registration as a Voter of Louise Lassiter. Notice is hereby given that Louise Lassiter, who ap- plied to the Registrar of
Seaboard Precinct for registra- tion as a voter on the 22 day of June, 1937, and who was denied registration by said Registrar, one Helen H. Taylor, has appealed from the
decision of said Registrar to the County Board of Elections. Notice is further here- by given that the full name of the applicant for regis- tration is Louise Lassiter; that the
applicant's age is 41 trears; and that the applicant's address is Seaboard, Northampton County, North Carolina, 'and correctly listed below..Finally, Notice is hereby given that
the reason for this appeal from the Seaboard Registrar's decision denying registration to the appli is that the appl. was denied registration because of the applicant's,
failure to submit to an eds 1 test, which is oly pro- vided in North Carolina General Statutes 163-28, amended. and that the applicant in good faith contends
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she read certain designated sections thereof.

9. That the said Louise Lassiter declined and refused
to read the proffered sections of the said Constitution, or
any other section thereof, as a prerequisite to her being
registered as a voter, for that the said Louise Lassiter
contended and asserted and still contends and asserts
that sueh requirement of reading said Constitution was
and is unlawful, the same being in violation of the Con-
stitution and laws of the State of North Carolina, and
the Constitution and laws of the United States.

10. That the said registrar, to wit, Mrs. Helen H.

Taylor, upon the declining and refusing of the said Louise
Lassiter to read the proffered sections of the Constitu-
tion of North Carolina, then and there refused to register
and did not register the said Louise Lassiter, upon the
ground that she, the said Louise Lassiter, failed to meet
one of the prerequisites for registration, namely, reading
any section of the Constitation of North Carolina in the
English language.
[fol. 9] 11. That on the same dey of refusal of regis-
tration to her, upon the ground hereinbefore set forth, to
wit, on the 22nd day of June, 1957, the said Louise
Lassiter gave written notice to the said registrar of ap-
peal from said denial of registration by said registrar
to the Board of Elections of Northampton County.

12. That on the 28th day of June, 1937, the appeal of
the said Louise Lassiter from the denial of registration
by the aforesaid registrar was heard by and before the
Board of Elections of Northampton County, sitting and
convened as a body and administrative board in the
Courthouse building of Northampton County, in Jackson,
North Carolina.
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583 | @ctober Term 1958

FILING DATE

Henry Napue, Petitioner,
V.
People of the State of Illinois.

'éom'f Supreme Court of Illinois

August 19, 1958

Vide No. 213 Misc

19, 1958
2k, 1958
15, 1958 Motion for

stributed.
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writ of certiorari, record and affidavit in forma pauperis filed,
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In The

supreme Court of the United States

OCTOBER TERM, 1958

No. 229, Misc.
LOUISE LASSITER
Appellant,

VS.

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD
OF ELECTIONS
Appellee.

APPEAL FROM THE SUPREME COURT
OF NORTH CAROLINA

MOTION TO DISMISS

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

For the benefit of the Court we think the history of this
litigation should be briefly reviewed. The plaintiff, a colored
woman, first brought an action for a declaratory judgment
and injunctive relief in the District Court of the United

INDEX
gpinion of Federal District Court 16
gpinion of Supreme Court of North Caroling e €4
gpatement of the Case 1
1. The Distriet Court of the United States retained
jurisdiction and now has jurisdiction over this
case ki
I1. ‘The Supreme Court of North Carolina did not
decide the Federal Constitutional ISBUEE .. 7
111, Assuming the Supreme Court of North Carolina
decided both State and Federal questions, then
the decision of the State Court rests upon a non-
Federal ground which independently and ade-
quately supports the State Court jUdBINENt ... 3
v, The Federal question raised by appellant in the
State Court is not a substantial Federal question_....... 11
Motion tu Dismiss 14
Appendix 16
A, Opinion of the Federal District COurt .o - 16
B. Opinion Below—sSupreme Court of North Carcling ... 20
(. History of Article VI, Sec. 4, of the Constitution
of North Carolina ... SRR N, 33
. Article V1 of the Constitution of North Carolina .............. 4l
1. Chapter 287 of the Session Laws of 1957 weeneevsennsens 43
I". Record in the Supreme Court of North Caroling ... E Ui
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Lassiter v. Northampton County Board of Elections
Oral Argument - May 18,1959

Earl Warren

Number 584, Louise Lassiter versus Northampton County Board of Elections.

Mr. Mitchell you may proceed.

Samuel S. Mitchell
May it please the Court.

Thisis an appeal from the Supreme Court of North Carolina in case of Louise Lassiter versus Northampton County Board of
Elections.

The opinion below was an affirmance of the judgment of the Superior Court of Nerthampton County which had in turn
affirmed the decision of the County Board of Election which had in turn affirmed the decision of Registrar of the C-Board
precinctin denying to the appellant the right to register as a voter.

Now the facts of this case are found for the most part in the stipulations that counsel entered into in the Superior Court, by
iebosn bt d o e i PRI T TP e afila e fan dasiel bt A1 £,
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Felix Frankfurter

Would you mind stating if it wouldn't interrupt your planned argument, what it is you are complaining of ?

Are you complaining that North Carolina can't pass -- can't have a literacy test or are you complaining or and are you also
complaining that it operates the literacy tests against the Negroes and not against whites, is that what you are complaining?

Samuel S. Mitchell

Well our contention is more or less a combination of both and yet not quite in the fashion in which it has been stated.

We are contending this firstly, that the educational test for voters is a heavier burden on the Negroes in North Carolina than
upon the white.

Felix Frankfurter

But not that it is actually enforced against Negroes and not against whites you don't do that.

Samuel S. Mitchell
No, but here is what they did.

They devised a scheme by whichin 1902, from 1902 to 1908 the idea was that all Negroes would be subjected to literacy tests
and no whites.
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