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Law Library Serial Set Team

• Introduction  - James Sweany

• Evaluation and Workflows – Chris Ehrman

• Serial Set Database – Elina Lee

• Documentation and Promotional Activities – Bailey DeSimone
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Digitization Status of the U.S. Serial Set

• LAW & GPO have started a large, 
10-year effort to digitize and 
make accessible volumes of the 
US Congressional Serial Set back 
to the first volume, published in 
1817. 

• Pilot Project: 1,069 volumes 
digitized during Fiscal 2019. 

• Plan is to digitize an estimated 
15,850 volumes spanning 177 
years and including 73,000 maps 
and foldouts.

(H. Misc. Doc. 42, 39th Cong., 2d Sess., at 1 

(1867) reprinted in Serial Set vol. 1302). Photo by 

Bailey DeSimone.
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Serial Set Partnership – GPO and the Law Library

• Law Library:
• Manages the digitization of Serial Set volumes
• Provides accepted digitized volumes to the GPO

• Government Publishing Office (GPO):
• Will provide cataloging of the Serial Set volumes and 

documents
• Adding authentication to the PDF files
• Providing Serial Set volumes that are missing or incomplete in 

the Library’s collections

• The digitized Serial Set will be available through both the Library of 
Congress and GPO websites (govinfo).
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Digitization Status of the U.S. Serial Set

Performance Target: Expand the digitization of law collections to better meet the 
demand for online access to collections by continuing the digitization initiative, and 
digitizing 3,500 volumes of the U.S. Serial Set by September 30, 2020.

Quarter Milestone Accomplishment

Q1: Prepare 875 volumes 

and send to digitization

1,094 volumes had been prepared for shipment to the vendor. 

Q2: Prepare 875 volumes 

and send to digitization (1750

total)

A total of 2,351 volumes had been prepared for shipment to the vendor

Q3: Prepare 875 volumes 

and send to digitization (2625 

total)

A total of 2,351 volumes had been prepared for shipment to the vendor.  

Q4: Prepare 875 volumes 

and send to digitization 

(3,500 total)

A total of  2,602 volumes had been prepared for shipment to the vendor.
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Digitization Status of the U.S. Serial Set

FY21 Goals:

• Prepare and digitize 3,000 volumes 

• Publishing a subset of the Serial Set (69th Congress) as a P1 
digital collection. 
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US Serial Set Physical Characteristics

• Digitizing 15th through the 

103rd Congresses

• Over 15,700 volumes 

containing around 12 million 

pages

• Range of page count of a 

couple dozen pages to 

around 2000 pages

• Foldouts

• Maps

• Oversized maps
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Volume Evaluation for Digitization

 Up to six copies in the Library of 

Congress collections

 Inspect physical volumes for 

completeness

 Expected documents from 1909 

Index and Schedule of Documents

 Record physical characteristics

 Foldouts

 Maps

 Color plates

 Oversize foldouts

 Request volumes stored offsite

 Request volumes from GPO

 Create complete Serial Set 

number from multiple volumes
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Digitization Specifications

 FADGI 3-Star performance level

 Digital objects

 Master file: JPEG2000 (JP2)

 OCR: XML

 Thumbnail: GIF

 Document: PDF/A 2b

 Volume: PDF/A 2b

 Unique bag id

 Serial Set Number_Part_Volume

 08858_6f_00

 Volume PDF name

 Document directories

 Sequence-document number-part

 08739_01_00-005-0557-0000/

 Document PDF name

 Delivered in BagIt structure
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Digitized volume evaluation

 Ingest into the Library’s digital content management system

 Quality review in Sampler

 Images, directory structure, completeness
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Next steps

 Send accepted bags to GPO

 GPO

 Create MARC records

 Authenticate PDF files

 Send to Library of Congress

 Ingest authenticated PDFs into 

the digital content management 

system

 Presentation in loc.gov
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ERD (Entity Relationship Diagram)
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Data Centralization

 Consolidate 33 Excel files, 3 Word files, 17 Reports

 Up to 200 multiple users enter data simultaneously

 Real time update

 Tracking all information history/Reduce human errors
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Workflow

Data entry
QC
QR

Data

Visualization

Onsite Evaluation

Ft. Meade Evaluation

GPO Evaluation

Digitized Volume Evaluation

Evaluation

QA (quality assurance)

Quality Control/Quality Control Resume

Data analysis

Data discovery/error resolution

Tableau

DRD Tableau Public

Data Control Data Analytics

https://public.tableau.com/profile/drd.law.library.of.congress#!/vizhome/U_S_CongressionalSerialSetProject_16015120266820/BestCopyRunningTotalYearGoal_Dashboard3
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Serial Set Database V.1.0

(Aug. 2019)

Serial Set Database V.2.0

(Aug. 2020)
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Evaluation Entry Form
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Data Monitoring
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Print Sheet and Report
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 DRD Tableau Public

Manages and tracks whole 

Serial Set

 Tracks Quality Control

 Monthly, quarterly, yearly 

progress reports and 

projections

Statistics and Data Analytics

https://public.tableau.com/profile/drd.law.library.of.congress#!/vizhome/U_S_CongressionalSerialSetProject_16015120266820/BestCopyRunningTotalYearGoal_Dashboard3
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Tableau: Contractor Statistical Report

https://public.tableau.com/profile/drd.law.library.of.congress#!/vizhome/CTRstats_LACgroup_15976333569360/CTRStatistics
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Serial Set Database Overview
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Workflow Documentation

Instructions for workflow processes are tracked in 3 

guides:

• Serial Set Digitization Guide

• Sampler QR Workflow Guide

• Sampler QR Examples
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Metadata Guide: Identifying

Instructions for documenting 

and formatting metadata are 

included in the guides.

These tables are updated 

regularly as new information 

that should be recorded is 

discovered in the Serial Set.

The goal of metadata tracking 

is to create unique terms for 

Serial Set content so that it can 

easily be retrieved through a 

query search.
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Metadata Guide: Formatting

Formatting metadata 

observations is especially 

important to communicate any 

print or digitization errors 

among staff and to our vendors.
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Metadata Guide: Documenting

Metadata is both qualitative and quantitative.
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Adapting to New Challenges

The Serial Set project continues to prioritize evaluation 

of physical and digital volumes in online and socially 

distant environments.

• Combining onsite and GPO volumes, marking as 

“RETURN”

• Prioritizing Sampler QR (PILOT, and then Full)

• Shifting focus to publicity efforts (Story Maps and 

Blogs)

• Coordinating with contractors to pack Ready to 

Ship volumes and evaluate volumes pulled for blog 

research
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Outreach – In Custodia Legis

• www.blogs.loc.gov/law

http://www.blogs.loc.gov/law
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Upcoming – Story Maps



The Serial Set Team



What is GPO doing with the Serial Set?

• Acquire Replacement Volumes

• Delivery of Digital files
• Received this Summer

• Digital File Receipt Process (Ensuring Integrity)

• Metadata
• Create/Update Bibliographic Records in the CGP

• More Metadata!

• Design govinfo Serial Set Collection



Receipt of Delivery from LLC – Data Integrity



MARC Metadata - Monographs



MARC Metadata - Serials



More Metadata!
• Extract metadata from all available 

sources
• Volume Level Master Spreadsheet

• Delivery Spreadsheet

• Generate an initial metadata file 
that will be submitted to govinfo
for additional processing



Metadata for govinfo  – Bag Delivery Metadata



Metadata for govinfo  – Volume Level Metadata

Serial number

Titles Document Numbers

Agency
SuDoc Number

Notes

Congress

Session Dates



What’s Next?

• Workflow Development and Process Validation

• Continue Metadata Creation, Review, and Gap Analysis

• Process Analysis and Collection Discovery for govinfo

• Serial Set Collection Design for govinfo



govinfo Serial Set Collection Release Date

• Fall 2021: First release of content

• Additional volumes to follow as 
processed

• Completion of collection will take 
several years



Keep Up-to-Date on the Project

• Updates on FDLP.gov

• Needed Serial Set Volumes

• From the Serial Set articles on 
the Law Library blog

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-fdlp/23-projects/4473-digitizing-the-united-states-congressional-serial-set
https://libguides.fdlp.gov/gpodigitization
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/?s="From+the+serial+Set"


Questions?


