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The Question
“I am searching for the following, U.S. 
gov. document: TRAINING MANUAL } 
WAR DEPARTMENT, No. 2000-25 } 
WASHINGTON, November 30. 1928. 

There is a version available at the 
following url: 

http://www.barefootsworld.net/tm_2000-
25.html but I would like to find an official 

version if possible.”



Is it Real?



“Andriot”
i.e. Guide to U.S. Government Publications

• Brief history of 
departments, 
agencies, etc.

• Major titles/classes 
of publication

• SuDoc numbers
• FDLP item numbers

A microcosm of the world of U.S. Government 
publications & structure from the Revolution to present

“MoCat”
Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publications

• Month by month 
listing of 
publications 
produced by the 
government

• Available starting 
1895

• Various aids 
associated with it…



It’s Real!

But what’s the rest of the story?

Was it “suppressed & destroyed”

• There is no known comprehensive list of recalls for the 
period before 1980.

• Recalls before 1984 often came directly from agencies 
rather than from GPO.

• A “cursory check” of OCLC in 1995 showed 70% of 
documents recalled between 1980 & 1995 were still in library 
catalogs

(For more information on history of documents recalls, especially post-1980, see: Saragail 
Runyon Lynch, “GPO Recalls of Depository Documents,” Journal of Government 

Information, 22 no. 1 (1995): 23-31.



Google Books & HathiTrust
HathiTrust best for:
Searches for known items

Easy full text viewing of government 
documents, especially serials 

(including GPO & War 
Department Annual Reports!

Google Books best for:
Full text search & discovery in 
both new & historic books & 

documents

GovDoc-L Archives

Collective wisdom of 
govdocs librarians 
spanning 30 years

(Plus N&O!)

http://govdoc-l.org/



Twitter

Final proof is in the

@kjclark, i.e. Kirsten Clark of 
University of Minnesota 

responded to my cry for help. 

Get started on twitter! @freegovinfo, i.e. James Jacobs has a great list of govdocs 
“peeps” on twitter. http://twitter.com/freegovinfo/docspeeps/

Search, Search, Search

Reminders

• Try different search engines!
• Try different keywords!
• Don’t give up after the 1st page!
• Don’t forget search.usa.gov!



Can I Get a Copy? YES!!
And Why Archive.org Rocks

http://archive.org/details/CitizenshipwithBibliographyPreparedUnderDirectionOfChiefOfStaff

It’s Real.
It’s Available.

So, why the Conspiracy?



Military Power in Civilian Life 

• Citizens’ Military Training Camps (CMTC) & 
Reserves Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC)

• Sampling of negative references to the manual:
– “Want Schools Free of Army Education,” The New York 

Times, Feb. 2, 1932.
– Citizens’ Organizations and the Civic Training of Youth by 

Bessie Louise Pierce, 1933.
– Our Military Chaos by Oswald Garrison Villard, 1939. 
– Social Attitudes of American Generals1898-1940 by Richard 

Carl Brown, 1951.

Federal Activity in the Field of Education

1954 Hearing before the House Committee on Education and Labor
Y 4.Ed 8/1:Ed 8/1



Electing the President
• 1969 Hearing regarding 

the election of Richard 
Nixon & the electoral 
college

• Dr. Lloyd Bailey, elector 
from North Carolina is a 
witness

• SuDoc: Y 4.J 89/2:P 
92/11/1969

Jackpot!

“These precise and scholarly definitions of a Democracy 
and a Republic were carefully considered as a proper guide for 
U.S. soldiers & U.S. citizens by the Chief of Staff of the United 
States Army. Such definitions tale precedence over any 
‘definition’ that may be found in the present commercial 
dictionaries which have suffered periodical ‘modification’ to 
please ‘the powers in office.’

Shortly after the ‘bank holiday’ in the thirties, hush-hush 
orders from the White House suddenly demanded that all copies 
of this book be withdrawn from the Government Printing Office 
and the Army posts, to be suppressed and destroyed without 
explanation.”

-Prepared testimony of Dr. Lloyd Bailey. (See Electing the President pg.46)



Look Familiar?

From: http://www.barefootsworld.net/tm_2000-25.html

Questions?


