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Publications Warehouse background

The authoritative 

resource and 

public interface to 

USGS-authored 

publications

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse background

Provides access to 

metadata about 

and links to 

160,000+ USGS-

authored and -

funded 

publications

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse content

● USGS numbered series 

reports

● USGS unnumbered 

series reports

● Journal articles

● Conference proceedings

● Books

● Book chapters

● Other government reports

● Extended abstracts

Published by the USGS Published by an external entity

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse 

background

● Established in 2004

● Moved under the USGS Library in 2009

● Collaborative effort among several groups in 

USGS

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse staff 

components

1. Cataloging

○ Catalogs newly published USGS-authored products

○ Catalogs legacy USGS-authored products

○ Updates metadata for existing records

○ Located at the National Wildlife Health Center in 

Madison, WI

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse staff 

components

2.  Development

○ Development and maintenance of the Publications 

Warehouse application

○ Located at the Upper Midwest Water Science Center 

in Middleton, WI

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse staff 

components

3.  Digitization

○ Retrospective scanning to provide full-text access to 

historical USGS series reports

○ Over 85% of USGS series publications currently 

available full text in Publications Warehouse

○ Located in the USGS Library in Reston, VA

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse Guidance 

Committee

● Established May 2018

● Discusses policy and workflow issues 

● Works to define the scope, guidelines, and 

policies related to Publications Warehouse

● Committee members from multiple groups in 

USGS

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Basic USGS publishing workflow

Create/ edit/ 

approve 

record in 

IPDS

SPN 

production

Disseminate 

from IPDS

Metadata sent 

to Pubs 

Warehouse 

Manager

PW catalogers 

confirm 

product type, 

affiliation, etc.

PW catalogers 

confirm 

publication 

details from 

publisher page

SPN posts 

publication 

files in 

Natweb

SPN adds 

metadata and 

links

PW 

catalogers 

enhance 

metadata

Citation page 

posted in PW

IPDS PW Manager PW

USGS series publications

External publications

External publications

USGS series publications
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Information Product Data System 

(IPDS)
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Information Product Data System 

(IPDS)

● Internal product tracking and approval 

system required for all USGS products

● Tracks USGS  Fundamental Science 

Practices (FSP)

● Reviews and approvals performed

● Manuscript documents uploaded

● Product metadata filled in

● When published, record is disseminated to 

Publications Warehouse Manager

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov


USGS Publications Warehouse: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov

Publications Warehouse Manager
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Publications Warehouse Manager

● Internal cataloging application for 

Publications Warehouse citation pages

● Automatically populated when records are 

disseminated from IPDS

● Legacy records created from scratch

● Custom metadata schema

● Some required and controlled fields, others 

dictated by established metadata standards

● Local authority control for contributors, 

affiliations, and publication series

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse Manager

● All records edited and approved by 

cataloging team

● Publications Warehouse catalogers
○ Confirm, correct, and standardize publication 

metadata from IPDS

○ Add additional valuable metadata, such as location 

metadata and geospatial polygons study areas

○ Publish the record to the public Pubs Warehouse 

website

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse website
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Publications Warehouse website

● Records edited/approved by cataloging team 

immediately made available to public

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse design

● Responsive design
○ Works on tablets, mobile 

phones, and desktops

● Semantic HTML5
○ Content is more accessible 

and meaningful to all users, 

human and machine

● U.S. Web Design 

Standards
○ Follows standards for federal 

government website design

● Migration to the cloud
○ Increased stability

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Basic search

Advanced search

Browse FAQs

Twitter feed

RSS feed

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Advanced search

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Search query

Download formats

Search results

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Title

Series info

Authors

DOI

Full-text 

report links

Citation download 

options

Contact 

information

Abstract

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Citation

Study area

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Bibliographic metadata

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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JSON version of citation 

page

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs)

● Persistent 

identifiers

● All USGS series 

publications 

have CrossRef 

DOIs assigned

● Citeable, 

trackable, 

discoverable

CrossRef DOI

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Associated data links

● USGS required 

to release data 

with publication

● Provide 

DataCite DOI for 

associated data 

release

DataCite DOI

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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ORCIDs

● Persistent 

identifiers for 

people

● Every USGS 

author required 

to have ORCID

ORCIDs

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Altmetric

● Provides online 

attention score 

for individual 

publications

● Badges display 

on citation 

pages

Altmetric

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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CHORUS

● Clearinghouse 

for the Open 

Research of the 

United States

● Provides public 

access date 

information for 

publications

CHORUS

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Unpaywall

● Identifies open 

access versions 

through publisher 

and other repos

● Adds open 

access links to 

articles on 

citation pages

Unpaywall

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse API

● Site is dynamic and service driven

● Web service can be queried using a 

RESTlike

technique

● API is 

open to 

anyone to 

use

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse API users

Publications 

Warehouse
usgs.govGeoRef

USGS 

Library 

Catalog

Science 

center 

websites

Staff profilesScienceBase

Google 

Scholar
Google science.gov

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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USGS Library Catalog

● Pubs Warehouse records now display in the 

Library catalog

● Search “Everything” to return print & Pubs 

Warehouse results

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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USGS Library Catalog

Example of PW record in Library catalog

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://usgs.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991003941304803886&context=L&vid=01USGSL_INST:01USGSL_INST&search_scope=z_Everything&tab=z_Everything&lang=en
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USGS.gov science center webpages

● Publications 

Warehouse 

automatically 

populates 

associated 

publications 

for USGS 

science 

center 

webpages

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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USGS.gov staff profiles

● Publications 

Warehouse 

automatically 

populates 

associated 

publications 

for USGS 

staff on their 

profile 

webpages

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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USGS ScienceBase

● All USGS 

Publications 

Warehouse 

records are 

available 

through USGS 

ScienceBase

● https://www.sc

iencebase.gov

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://www.sciencebase.gov
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Google and Google Scholar

● Publications 

Warehouse 

is fully 

indexed by 

search 

engines

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Science.gov

● Find USGS 

publications 

in 

science.gov 

via data from 

the 

Publications 

Warehouse

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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GeoRef

● GeoRef 

indexes a 

subset of 

USGS 

publications

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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FY19 Publications Warehouse 

statistics

● Website traffic
○ 1,934,726 visitors

○ 1,512,678 unique 

visitors

○ 3,270,406 page 

views

○ 943,714 downloads

● Citation records
○ Added: 3,000+

○ Updated: 13,000+

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications 

Warehouse 

statistics

● Consistently a top 

website in all of 

Department of 

Interior

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse future

● XML publishing
○ USGS series reports will be made available in 

machine-readable XML formats, output to several 

additional formats

● Interface improvements
○ Improved Advanced search options, improved 

contributor searching, improved ORCID searching

● Data improvements
○ Google analytics metrics for each citation page, 

query by DOI, additional organizational tags

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Thank you!

Kelly Haberstroh

khaberstroh@usgs.gov

Digitization Librarian, USGS Library

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
mailto:khaberstroh@usgs.gov

