
Preservation Stewards: 
Managing Collections



Speakers

• Brent Abercrombie, Federal Documents Coordinator, Indiana State 
Library

• Dominique Hallett, Government Information & STEM Librarian, 
Arkansas State University

• Karen Pfiffner, Government Information Coordinator, Colorado 
School of Mines



Preservation Steward Recap

• What exactly is a Preservation Steward?

• How many libraries are serving as Preservation Stewards?

• First title eligible for regional discard



FY 2019 Preservation Stewards

Library Collection
University of Alabama, Huntsville NASA SP series

Idaho State University
Handbook of North American Indians and 
Congressional Record and Predecessors

Jerome Hall Law Library, Indiana University

Code of Federal Regulations, U.S. Reports, Statutes 
at Large, U.S. Code, Revised Statutes, Weekly 
Compilation of Presidential Documents, Public 
Papers of the Presidents, the Congressional Record 
and predecessors, the Monthly Catalog of U.S. 
Government Publications

Austin Peay State University Publications related to the 101st Airborne Division 

McNeese State University Publications from the EPA

Paul M. Hebert Law Center,
Louisiana State University Federal Register

Syracuse University U.S. Statutes at Large

Georgia Southern University Congressional Hearings



Three-Year Assessment



Promotion Material



Promotion Material



Talk with the Team

PreserveFedInfo@gpo.gov

Suzanne Ebanues: sebanues@gpo.gov

David Walls: dwalls@gpo.gov

mailto:PreserveFedInfo@gpo.gov
mailto:sebanues@gpo.gov
mailto:dwalls@gpo.gov
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Preservation Stewards: Managing Collections 

DEAN B. ELIS LIBRARY, ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY’S STORY



Preservation Stewardship:

Why we decided to participate in 

the program

Why we chose what we did -

hurray for retrospective cataloging



Missing 4-6 volumes

A huge thank you to 

the community who 

filled in those few 

missing ones

Remember – what you 
choose to preserve 
doesn’t have to be a huge 
set of something. 

Ours covers less than the 
top shelf of a book cart!

The important thing is that 
we preserve these items for 
the future.





https://www.arlib.org/resources/journal/Fall2018/ArLAFallWinter2018.pdf

Our state organization. Arkansas Libraries, reached out 

and asked us to write a column for our state journal about 

the process.  My associate Bill Sabin and I worked together 

on this and the link is at the bottom of this slide. 

Basically, it details much of what you have heard today.  

The one thing that wasn’t mentioned is that the FDLP 

contacted us after we had stamped all of the books with 

our “Do Not Discard” stamp to tell us they were sending us 

a special stamp to stamp the books with.  

https://www.arlib.org/resources/journal/Fall2018/ArLAFallWinter2018.pdf


Things we learned:

When you think you are done processing everything, don’t put 

them on the shelf yet!  

Getting the agreement through the Legal Department might not 

be as scary as you think

The whole process is much easier than you think!



Let people know where the 

documents you are preserving 

live.





Thank you!

If you have any comments or questions, 

feel free to contact me

Dominique Hallett

dhallett@astate.edu

Arkansas State University- Jonesboro

Dean B. Ellis Library

(870)351-2807

mailto:dhallett@astate.edu


Established 1873 



"Golden, first known as Golden City, was established

in 1859 and served as a supply center for miners 

and settlers in the area. In 1866, Bishop George M. 

Randall arrived in the territory and, seeing a need 

for higher education facilities in the area, began 

planning for a university which would include a 

school of mines. In 1870, he opened the Jarvis Hall 

Collegiate School in a building just south of the 

town of Golden. In 1873, Mines opened under the 

auspices of the Episcopal Church and in 1874 the 

School of Mines became a territorial institution and 

has been a state institution since 1876 when 

Colorado attained statehood. Only one other 

public institution, Colorado State University, is 

older."



Arthur Lakes Library, Colorado School of Mines



If you're a member of an organization you support it, you 

participate. The Preservation Steward program was one way open 

to a library our size.

We were already meeting the requirements for cataloging  & 

preservation in the sections I chose.

Digital sources have off and on been unpredictable.

We'll help provide a print "back up". Should the worst happen we 

will be part of a group with the resources to help rebuild.

A library renovation is planned and protecting materials crucial to 

our students' areas of study is a must.



We chose materials already cataloged and preserved.

We re-prioritized our cataloging plan to reflect 

agency/series materials we wish to include at a later 

date.

In collaboration with our in-house preservation division 

we established a formal plan for preservation of 

materials in our chosen areas and in those we hope to 

include later.



We tied the stamping/preservation to daily tasks:

Circulation desk does condition review and generates 

preservation requests for returned materials.

We combined the shelving/preservation review/stamping tasks.

When shelving a book review that shelf plus the one above

and below for condition.  

Of the assigned 1/2hour shelving dedicate a minimum of 

10 minutes to stamping – everybody participates.

Assigned walking the stacks condition review.



Rotating web page slide show

Library newsletter

Student newspaper article under

consideration

Press release to the campus and the City 

of Golden:



"The Government Publications section at 

the Arthur Lakes Library at Colorado School of 

Mines has announced that as of July, 2018 its 

official enrollment in the Preservation Steward 

Program.  This is a further step in its work 

with the Federal Depository Library Program 

to promote and preserve the literature 

produced by the Government Printing Office.  

Membership in the Preservation Steward 

Program is voluntary, but carries the 

commitment of ensuring that copies of the 

promised publications are available to the 

public in good condition."



End cap posters



Rotating "What's Happening" board just inside the main entrance 



Yard signs 





Government Publication LibGuide – Preservation    

Steward tab under development

Social media accounts managed by our Outreach 

Librarian

Student study desks – publications/publicity 

“drops”

Academic Outreach Coordinator’s walk abouts

Window decals coming from FDLP?



Bookmarks



Karen Pfiffner

kpfiffne@mines.edu



Questions?


