
This silence is brought to you by the U.S. Government Publishing Office. 
Because sometimes we all need a little bit of silence. 

The audio will resume when the program is about to start.

The next program will begin at:

3:10 p.m. Eastern



Kelly Seifert, Strategic Communications Coordinator, LSCM, GPO 

Fan the FDLP Flames: 
Innovative & Inventive 

Promotional Ideas



• GPO’s Role – We are 

here for you!

• Promotional Offerings 

from GPO

• Coming in 2020

• Promotional Ideas 

& Inspirations



We are here to help!

Create 
promotional tools 
and resources

Provide guidance 
to libraries

Facilitate idea 
exchange 

Utilize social 
media 



5





New in 2020

• Targeted brochures:

• Students

• Researchers 

• Library Admin & Staff 

• New promo items 
(tchotchkes) 

• Revamped Digital Marketing 
Toolkit

• New images

• New logo options

• PSAs

• New poster(s)

• Feasibility examination:

• Traveling GPO exhibits 



Coming Soon: Census 2020

New promo packets coming: Winter 2020

• 9 total brochures

• 2 in Spanish

• 1 poster 
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Image courtesy of SmarterCX



Where are your patrons?

• Community/Public Library 

• Farmers markets
• Block parties
• Town fairs
• Health/wellness fairs
• Small business counseling 
• Citizenship events
• Senior events
• Ancestry events
• Family events
• Financial 

planning/counseling 
events

• Community book festivals

• Campus Events

• Welcome Back events
• Activities fairs
• Voter registration events
• Club meetings
• Floor meetings in dorms
• Job fairs
• Direct to professors
• Student Union presence



Where are your patrons?



Communicate, engage, 
be responsive

Videos!
Opt for captions

Fun, action-oriented 
photos
With people!

Follow and repurpose
Sharing not stealing!

Link content to current 
events, holidays, 
commemorations



Shine a Unique Spotlight



Shining a 
Unique Spotlight

Western Illinois University Libraries, 
Depository Coordinator Linda Zellmer

 WIU uses data from the 

Census of Agriculture and produces 

maps showing where Thanksgiving 

dinner grows using GIS

http://faculty.wiu.edu/LR-
Zellmer/thanksgiving.html

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://faculty.wiu.edu/LR-Zellmer/thanksgiving.html&data=02|01|kseifert@gpo.gov|f2613d5a37a54e14d2b408d74cc396ef|97ae4de0d4584af3a7df1c19bdbe49d0|0|0|637062275258972028&sdata=HyAYeKxWjCAR0XAooryQ8UjW9enKmruI4BnXwYW763Q%3D&reserved=0


Shining a Unique Spotlight

Indiana University, Herman B. Wells Library
Depository Coordinator, Emily Alford



Shining a Unique Spotlight

McIntyre Library, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Depository Coordinator, Robin Miller



Shining a Unique Spotlight

Stephani (Nia) Rodgers of 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University partners with a 
political science expert at 
her university, chooses a 
document, and explores the 
ways Government can work 
with her conversational 
podcast.



Shining a Unique Spotlight

Eastern New Mexico U, Golden 
Student Success Center
Depository Coordinator, 
Paul Moore

https://enmu.libguides.com/c.php?g=916230&p=6602649

https://enmu.libguides.com/c.php?g=916230&p=6602649


Shining a 
Unique Spotlight

The St. Charles City-County Library 
District’s Middendorf-Kredell Branch Library
Depository Coordinator, Whitney Gerwitz



Shining a Unique Spotlight

Jefferson College Library lures 
them in with food!

Once they are in, they get 
hooked with Government 
information!

Jefferson College Library
Depository Coordinator Lisa Pritchard



Shining a Unique Spotlight

ACTIVITIES!

Photo booths

Voter registration

Puzzles

Life-Sized Word Searches

Scavenger Hunts

Poetry/Essay Contests 

Best Photo/Video Contests 

Inglewood Public Library
Depository Coordinator Shelley Werts



Shine a Unique 
Spotlight 

Rice University’s Fondren Library
Depository Coordinator Jian Xiong

 Enlarged the Ben word search 
GPO offered for download



Need Inspiration?



Use Cool, Free Resources!

•NASA Selfie App

•Mapping Congress 
https://history.house.gov/Map/Mapping-
Congress/

•Legislative Explorer http://legex.org/index.html

•Find National Parks: 
https://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm

https://history.house.gov/Map/Mapping-Congress/
http://legex.org/index.html
https://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm


Promoting Digital Resources

 eBooks

 Websites and databases

 eMagazines

 Videos



Promoting Digital Resources

Two Ideas - *sometimes in opposition*

• Patrons don’t always visit the library.

• Not all patrons are digital natives.



Promoting Digital Resources

Inside the library:

•List of digital resources

•Cheat sheets

•Stickers/signs on or near print 
publications 

•Staff / professor training 

•Patron training 

•Signage



Promoting Digital Resources
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Beyond the library:

•Websites
• PDFs (cheat sheets, lists)

• Homepage feature

• Integrate with other features

•Social Media 
• Digital feature

• Did you know?

• Top 10 lists

• Videos (1 min review)



Promoting Digital Resources
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Beyond the library:

•eBlasts

•Newsletter

•Library app



kseifert@gpo.gov

askGPO > 
Ask A Question > 
Federal Depository 
Libraries > 
Marketing 
Strategies / Radio 
Spots

mailto:Kseifert@gpo.gov

