
B L U R R I N G  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  

D O C U M E N T S  L I N E S

2019 Fall DLC Conference

How one research project changed 
perceptions and promoted collections

H A Y L E Y  J O H N S O N  &  S A R A H  S I M M S



Neon Dye Inc.

More often than not, people that we come 

into contact with really don’t know what 

government documents are. 

G O V  D O C S  
An uncomfortable truth

Johnson & Simms



C O I N C I D E N C E  

& opportunity

• Uncover a “hidden history”

• Do something outside of our comfort 
zone

• Aligned with our past history of 
librarianship as social justice

Johnson & Simms



T H R O U G H  A N  E X T E N D E D  L E N S

The project

• Historical research within gov docs

• Outside of the depository system

• Showcasing the research that can be done

Johnson & Simms



Archives & 

• History as a tool to redefine or destroy 

assumptions and prejudices

• Government Documents as a special 

collection

Johnson & Simms

G O V E R N M E N T  D O C U M E N T S



FOCUS ON...

Johnson & Simms

• Gov docs as research tool

• Approach to information 

literacy



To share a hidden history as 

widely as possible

GOAL

Johnson & Simms



Neon Dye Inc.

but they were NOT our target 
audience

L i b r a r i a n s  a r e  g r e a t

So...

Johnson & Simms



Neon Dye Inc.

• Unprepared for the new environment we found 

ourselves in

• Must be quick studies

H i s t o r i a n s  a r e  o k a y  
But their conferences are...…

Johnson & Simms

Different!



Existing perceptions

• Answer reference questions

• Teach students about databases

• Order books 

• Don’t do personal/original research outside 

of librarianship

Johnson & Simms

A C A D E M I C  L I B R A R I A N S



Strategic, Honest, and 

Enterprising

Shifting the 
perspective

Johnson & Simms



S T R A T E G Y

Building a roadmap

• Choosing conferences

• Building in research time while traveling

• Website with bibliography

• https://www.extendedlens.org/

• Timeliness of topic

Johnson & Simms

https://www.extendedlens.org/
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Honest & 

• Not PhDs in this area

• Creating connections to students – same 

pain points in research process

Johnson & Simms

O P E N  T O  L E A R N I N G



U t i l i z i n g  i n i t i a t i v e  

&  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s

Enterprising:

• Approaching universities and programs to present

• Not being afraid to “cold” contact anyone

• Stretching beyond comfort zone of usual librarian role

• Self-promotion/marketing

Johnson & Simms



Neon Dye Inc.

T E D x L S U

Johnson & Simms

https://youtu.be/Sa1LCFxM6CU

https://youtu.be/Sa1LCFxM6CU
https://youtu.be/Sa1LCFxM6CU
https://youtu.be/Sa1LCFxM6CU


highlights

Johnson & Simms

• Research is important. 

• Never know how something will connect with a larger 

movement, inform our teaching, or how we market our 

collections. 

• Don’t be afraid to be your own cheerleader



COMMENTS & QUESTIONS

Contact us

Hayley Johnson
hjohnson1@lsu.edu

Sarah Simms
sarahlynnsimms@lsu.edu


