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Why is the 2020 Census important to libraries?

#COUNTONLIBRARIES

U.S. Census 2020

Funding: $1+ billion to libraries over the
next decade

Information: Accurate data about our
communities

Civics: Education opportunity

Service: Help achieve a complete count
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What is the decennial census?

= |t's in the Constitution.
= Count every person in the U.S. once,
and only once, and in the right place.
Essential for:

o Federal funding

o Political representation

o Informed decision-making
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Does the census affect funds for my community?

YES!
Help your community get its fair share for
schools, health centers, roads, housing
assistance and other vital programs.
" National School Lunch Program
" Medicare
"= SNAP
" [MLS state grants
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How will the 2020 Census Work?

= March 12: mailings to every household

© 95% of nousenolas w Il pocaive their census IRyt 11t s i O New Option to respond online
S P Y Y 7 Other methods for group living situations
renNeaReaRenRen) % Household visits in remote and rural areas
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(=gl =g R =g =y =

= April 1: "Census Day”

= May: Begin visits to non-respondents
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How will the Census work?

= Online, by phone, or by mail
% Online — smartphone, tablet, or computer
9 Online — secure and responses encrypted
o Online & phone — questionnaire available in
13 languages
= About 10 minutes to complete questionnaire
= Toll-free Census Bureau phone hotlinein 13

languages
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What is new in the 2020 Census?

How is this person related to Person 17 Mark (x| ONE box,

] O n | I n e Se | f_ res p O n Se Cpposite-sex husbandwilaEpause Father ar mether
. . Opposba-gex Unmamed partrar Grandchile
= Household relationship e ™
q u e5t| on Same-sax unmariad parnar Sanvin-law ar daughlier-in-law

.. . . Biclogical son or daughber 2thar relaive

= No citizenship question R e
Ssapson ar sapdaughter Fpster child
Beathear of sgler Cihar ncnrelative
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‘ Who is at risk of being undercounted?

Participation hindered by language
barriers, low literacy, lack of internet

access l

<«—  Housing units not in our frame and/or
persons wanting to remain hidden

|

Highly mobile, people experiencing
homelessness, physical access
barriers such as gated

. ) communities = 3 I j

Suspicious of the government,low
levels of civic engagement
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How will the Census Bureau reach everyone?

" Online and phone questionnaire available in 13 languages
" Guides in 59 non-English languages
" (Census Bureau plans to hire employees who are
o familiar with neighborhoods
o reflect diversity of communities
" (Census Bureau will partner with “trusted voices” — such as
libraries
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Example: What are Ohio libraries doing?

NEWS

HOME / NEWS / STATE LIBRARY OF OHIO SEEKING LIBRARY STAFF TO SERVE AS MEMBERS OF OHIO LIBRARY 2020 CENSUS COMMITTEE

Establishing a

complete count _ o |
] State Library of Ohio seeking library staff to serve as members of Ohio
committee for Library 2020 Census Committee

libraries —

August 28, 2019 — The State Library of Ohio is pleased to announce the creation
of the Ohio Library 2020 Census Committee. For the first time in United States
history, the forthcoming Census will offer an online option to respond. As community
hubs with internet access, libraries will play a critical role in ensuring all Chioans are

United S-tateSG) counted. The Ohio Library 2020 Census Committee aims to provide resources to

public, school, academic, and special libraries to help them navigate the process.
e n s s Libraries are essential to every community, campus, student, and patron that comes
through its doors or connects online. Library staff can use their trusted role to
2 2 answer questions, provide resources, and educate their users about the importance
0 0 of the Census
The objectives of the committee are to assist the State Library of Ohio in
disseminating up-to-date information about the Census to library staff all over Ohio.
Committee members will help create or update content on the State Library of
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Example: What are Ohio libraries doing?

Finding ways to
bring internet
connectivity

to rural areas

ERE. Garmin, USBS. Intermap, 1N ﬁﬁhw@u Esri.

o Jagan, Esri Chins {Hong Kong), E;%M ri (Tha.lanapﬂscc °
OpERStrectitap contribdiors, snd {he GIsUser Community

Population without internet
by census tract and proximity
to Ohio public libraries

Legend
*  Ohio Public Library Locations
Five mile bufier
Census tracts

| Percentage withoutinternet

I 000000000 - 10.0000000
I 10.0000001 - 20.0000000
[ 20.0000001 - 30.0000000
30.0000001 - 40.0000000
[ ] 40.0000001 - 50.0000000
[ ] 50.0000001 - 60.0000000
60.0000001 - 70.0000000
[ 70.0000001 - 80.0000000
B 20.0000001 - 20.0000000
I 200000001 - 100.000000
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Example: What are Ohio libraries doing?

Participating in
and hosting state
and local
complete count
committees

https://www.statenews.org/post/ohio-census-
group-looks-ways-get-accurate-count AL A
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https://www.statenews.org/post/ohio-census-group-looks-ways-get-accurate-count

What can libraries do?

U.S. Census Bureau to hire up to
2,000 in New Castle County for
. . . . 2020 census
" Enable online response + job applications
" Provide accurate information
" Help reach hard-to-count groups

" (Coordinate with partners
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Example: Library exhibits

: White
. Color ¢ Black, or
£ Mulatto,

University of California, Berkeley — Doe Library

ALA

American
Library
Association




‘ Example: Library exhibits

Catholic University of
America Libraries
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How can libraries prepare?

" Reach out to your Census Bureau Partnership Specialist

" Join your local Complete Count Committee

" Use free ALA resources: Libraries’ Guide to the 2020 Census, tip
sheets, webinars, newsletter

" Plan ahead: training, technology, programs
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Learn More

" ala.org/census
=2020census.gov

LIBRARIES’
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Census Bureau Regional Office Boundaries

New structure as of January 2013
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