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Collaboration
• Partnership between the Law Library of Congress and GPO
• Digitized Serial Set is available through both the Library of 

Congress website and govinfo
• Roles:

• Law Library of Congress
• Manage the preparation and digitization
• Digital quality control
• Provides accepted digitized volumes to GPO

• GPO
• Create metadata (MARC and other)
• Design and maintain the govinfo collection
• Acquire replacement volumes



Why the U.S. Congressional Serial Set?
• Started with the 1st Session of the 

15th Congress
• Numbered House and Senate 

Documents and Reports bound by 
session

• Volumes from the 15th through the 
103rd Congresses

• Estimated to be 15,850 volumes 
containing around 12 million 
pages

• Much more!





govinfo Serial Set Collection: Process
Preprocessing 
• Transfer of data to GPO network
• Data validation

Metadata 
• Generate Volume MARC XML
• Generate compiled metadata XML
• Extract MARC metadata records from OCLC or create original records
• Transform subjects into LC subject headings
• Create document MARC XML 



govinfo Serial Set Collection: Process
Package Creation and Submission
• Generate individual govinfo packages with associated metadata
• Validate expected files and hash values

File Processing and Parsing
• Parse volume and document metadata from MARC and compiled XML
• Rename files based on accessid (e.g. SERIALSET-00722_00_00-002-0053-0000)
• Digitally-sign PDF files
• Update internal content management system and preservation repository

Publish to Public Site



govinfo Serial Set Collection 
• Public access to Serial Set Volumes and individual 

documents

• Collection browse and search functionality
• Collection Specific Search Operators and Filters
• Citation Searching
• Incorporated into the Congressional Documents and Reports 

collections where applicable

• API, RSS, Sitemaps, and Help



Congressional Serial Set –
Browse by Topic

• Alphabetically listed topic-based 
browse 

• Library of Congress Subject 
Headings associated with Serial 
Set documents



govinfo Serial Set Collection: What’s Next?
• More content
• Collection tutorial 

videos
• Records in the CGP
• Collection 

modifications
• Share your feedback

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/govinfo-feedback-survey
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Law Library Serial Set Team

• Introduction and Performance Goals - James Sweany

• Evaluation and Workflows – Chris Ehrman

• Presentation on loc.gov/law.gov – James Sweany

• Documentation and Promotional Activities – Bailey DeSimone



Performance Target: Expand the digitization of law collections to better meet the demand for online 
access to collections by continuing the digitization initiative, and digitizing 3,000 volumes of the U.S. 
Serial Set by September 30, 2021.

Milestone Accomplishment

Prepare 3,000 Serial Set 

volumes for digitization

During FY21, the Law team has prepared 3,521 volumes (117.4% of the goal of 3000); 3,449 

volumes were shipped to the vendor.

Display a subset of the 

Serial Set as a Library 

digital collection

The Law Library is working in close cooperation with GPO to jointly release volumes of the 69th

Congress on September 28, 2021.



Since the Serial Set Project began in FY19:
▪ 6,093 volumes prepared for digitization (38.68% 

of total volumes)
▪ 5,733 volumes sent to the vendor
▪ 4,327 digital bags (volumes) received from 

vendor
▪ 3,839 digital bags accepted
▪ 1,701 volumes sent to GPO

FY21 Goals
▪ 3,000 volumes selected for digitization
▪ Display a subset of the Serial Set in loc.gov (69th

Congress)

FY22 Goals
• 3,000 volumes selected for digitization

US Serial Set volumes prepared for digitization.
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Volume Evaluation for Digitization

▪ Multiple copies of each Serial Set volume in the 

Library of Congress collections

▪ Inspect physical volumes for completeness

▪ Expected documents from 1909 Index and Schedule 

of Documents

▪ Record physical characteristics:

▪ Foldouts

▪ Maps

▪ Color plates

▪ Oversize foldouts

▪ Request volumes stored offsite

▪ Request volumes from GPO

▪ Create complete Serial Set number from multiple 

volumes
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Project Tracking Database (SDP): Volumes
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Digitization Specifications

▪ Federal Agencies Digital Guidelines Initiative (FADGI) 

3-Star performance level

▪ Digital objects:

▪ Master file: JPEG2000 (JP2)

▪ OCR: XML

▪ Thumbnail: GIF

▪ Document: PDF/A 2b

▪ Volume: PDF/A 2b

▪ Unique bag id

▪ Serial Set Number_Part_Volume

▪ 08858_6f_00

▪ Volume PDF name

▪ Document directories

▪ Sequence-document number-part

▪ 08739_01_00-005-0557-0000/

▪ Document PDF name

▪ Delivered by the digitization vendor in BagIt structure 

via SFTP
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Bag Workflows
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Digitized Volume Evaluation

▪ Quality review in Sampler

▪ Images (Thumbnails and 1% of images), directory structure, completeness
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Project Tracking Database (SDP): Bags
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Next Steps

▪ Export accepted bags for delivery to GPO using the CTS 

API

▪ GPO

▪ Creates/modifies document and volume level MARC records

▪ Authenticate PDF Files

▪ Publish to govinfo

▪ Next Steps:

▪ Establish method of using govinfo API to acquire authenticated 

PDFs into the Library’s systems

▪ Additional functionality in loc.gov (page turner, full-text searchable)  
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Law.gov Refreshed Website
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Serial Set in law.gov
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Serial Set in loc.gov
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Serial Set in law.gov/loc.gov
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Serial Set in law.gov/loc.gov - Resources



27

Serial Set in law.gov/loc.gov
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Workflow Documentation

Instructions for workflow processes are tracked in 3 
guides:

• Serial Set Digitization Guide

• Sampler QR Workflow Guide

• Sampler QR Examples



29

Metadata Guide: Identifying

Instructions for documenting 
and formatting metadata are 
included in the guides.

These tables are updated 
regularly as new information 
that should be recorded is 
discovered in the Serial Set.

The goal of metadata tracking 
is to create unique terms for 
Serial Set content so that it can 
easily be retrieved through a 
query search.
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Metadata Guide: Formatting

Formatting metadata 
observations is especially 
important to communicate any 
print or digitization errors 
among staff and to our 
vendors.
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Metadata Guide: Documenting

Metadata is both qualitative and quantitative.
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Adapting to New Challenges
The Serial Set project continues to prioritize evaluation 
of physical and digital volumes in online and socially 
distant environments.

• Combining onsite and GPO volumes when access to 
Ft. Meade volumes is limited, marking as 
“RETURN”

• Prioritizing Sampler QR (PILOT, and then Full)

• Shifting focus to publicity efforts (Story Maps and 
Blogs)

• Focus on longer-term collaborative digital projects

• Coordinating with contractors to pack Ready to Ship 
volumes and evaluate volumes pulled for blog 
research
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Story Maps and Remote Instruction

DRD’s summer interns develop their research skills by searching through 
our digital collections and creating immersive narratives that introduce 
patrons to legal history.
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Story Maps and Remote Instruction

• ArcGIS mapping data
• Virtual Q&A/drop-in sessions
• Digital instruction resources provided

• Video tutorial
• Written guidelines with images
• Dataset template to guide research collection and organization



Questions?


