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Framing the Facts



Working Group Charge

DLC 2018 Recommendation #3 (https://bit.ly/3kpkGiy):  

Council recommends the creation of a working group to explore 

current and future needs related to digital deposit - both 

dissemination of content and acceptance of content by GPO. 

https://bit.ly/3kpkGiy


What is Digital Deposit?
Cracking the mystery of the definition 



Digital 
deposit is ...



Practices, services and workflows 
for the collaborative acquisition of 
born-digital federal government 
information for our National 
Collection of US Government 
Information.

Amazing Fact #1

The definition of digital deposit is 

pretty straightforward. The how and 

what is dependent on which 
organizations are involved.



In 2005, responses to a 
Biennial Survey question 
showed 33% of respondents 
were interested in receiving 
digital files from GPO.

Amazing Fact #2

The FDL Community has been 

interested in Digital Deposit for 

nearly 2 decades!



Amazing Fact #3

The government web is growing 
exponentially every year!

“Between Fall 2016 and Spring 2017, the 

Internet Archive archived over 200 

terabytes of government websites and 

data. This includes over 100TB of public 

websites and over 100TB of public data… 

This includes over 70 million html pages, 

over 40 million PDFs”
-https://blog.archive.org/2017/05/09/over-200-terabytes-of-the-government-web-

archived/

https://blog.archive.org/2017/05/09/over-200-terabytes-of-the-government-web-archived/


Digital Deposit can facilitate 
distributed preservation and 
widespread access to born-
digital government information.

Amazing Fact #4
Digital Deposit is like the FDLP 

we know and love, but with 
born-digital assets instead of 

tangible publications.



Lots of Copies Keep 
Stuff Safe 

Amazing Fact #5
Redundancy is needed to ensure future public access and GPO will provide 
this capability, either by storage at multiple sites, by relying on preservation 

partners, or both mechanisms. (from the 2007 GPO white paper, Digital 
Distribution)



Digital Deposit could lead to fewer 
unreported government publications

Amazing Fact #6
1,763 unreported documents 

cataloged from April to 
August, 2021!

https://www.fdlp.gov/collection-
tools/reporting-pubs

https://www.fdlp.gov/collection-tools/reporting-pubs


Congressionally Mandated 
Reports Pilot volunteers spent 
12,842 hours searching for 
unreported publications

Amazing Fact #7
Hunting for uncataloged

publications can be exhausting 
but it is valuable work 



Amazing Fact #8
Pilot volunteers searched for 

1049 publications. 
Of these over half - 531 - are 
still “lost,” 430 are now found, 

and 88 were never lost



Amazing Fact #9
People want to learn how to search 

for and report uncataloged / 
unreported materials



Our focus groups support 
the use of askGPO for 
submitting unreported 
publications to GPO 

Amazing Fact #10

askGPO is an effective tool for 

reporting uncataloged gov 

pubs



We interviewed librarians from ten 

different organizational use cases, and all 

were interested in the idea of digital 

deposit. They see it as valuable and 

feasible service, and most were eager to 

engage and participate in digital deposit. 

Amazing Fact #11

Support for Digital Deposit is 

strong regardless of library 

type or size



Libraries were willing to 
think beyond the 
traditional catalog model.

Amazing Fact #12

Discovery comes in many 

ways 



Librarians had lots of ideas about what 

they would receive through digital 

deposit, and they wanted a variety of 

selection criteria, including: item 

numbers, subject, agency, geography, 

and file type. 

Amazing Fact #13

Digital Deposit includes a wide 

array of material, topics, and 

types (much like the FDLP)



Libraries were split on delivery models for receiving digital 
content through digital deposit (push and pull models, but 
also physical media delivery)

Amazing Fact #14

Digital Deposit allows for a 

push or pull of content



Amazing Fact #15

We had so many volunteers interested in helping and promoting the idea of 

digital deposit!



Bonus Fact!

The pandemic and shift 

to remote work 

highlights the 

importance of digital 

content and its discovery 

and access



Digital Deposit: a recap



Working subgroups

• Visualizing Digital Deposit (philosophy of digital deposit)

• Focus groups (looking at askGPO reporting mechanism)

• Unreported Congressionally mandated publications hunting
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Thank you to our Volunteers

• 14 Visualizers of Digital 
Deposit

• 18 Hunters of Unreported 
Publications

• 18 Focus Group Participants



Recommendations to date

1. To accept the definition of digital deposit as the official GPO definition

2. Create an educational program to promote discovery and reporting of 

uncataloged publications

3. Recurring Biennial Survey question to gauge acceptance of digital deposit

4. Conduct a pilot project with a library to accept materials via digital deposit

a. Utilize GPO expertise to determine feasibility and process for testing 

digital deposit based on feedback from Visualizing Digital Deposit  

interviews

b. GPO will collaborate with pilot library to determine feasibility and 

mechanics of digital deposit




