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Buffalo , New York 
Three Million Years of History

In the beginning….

Museum of Natural History exhibit: sea scorpion from the brackish  
Silurian Sea that covered the Buffalo, N.Y., area 320 million years ago.  

Annual Report of the Board  of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution, Dec. 29, 1961,  Serial Set 12486 H.doc. 259



Treaty with the Seneca Nation 1802

Oneidas and Senecas: Treaty on Cession of Land in New York,
Dec. 28, 1802, Serial Set ASP07 Ind.aff.98

War of 1812

Losses on Niagara Frontier during War of 1812,
Mar. 27, 1818, Serial Set ASP036 Claims.430

Manner in Which War has been Conducted against Great 
Britain, Feb. 8, 1814, Serial Set ASP016 Mil.aff.130



Canals, Harbors, Piers, and Moles

Map of Buffalo Harbor, N.Y., August  1854,  
Serial Set 779 H.exdoc.1/18, map 19 

Chart of that portion of Lake Erie in the vicinity of  
Buffalo and Black Rock showing the works which 
have been erected at those places by the U.S. 
and exhibiting a plan for the formation of an 
extensive outer harbor to facilitate the commerce 
of Buffalo and of the Great Western 
Lakes, January 22, 1836 , Serial Set 288 
H.doc.82, map 1

“Buffalo… the great mart of the lake”

Commerce of Lakes and Western Rivers, January 6, 
1848, Serial Set 516 H.exdoc.19



Friends of Free Kansas Aid Committee

Resolution of Inquiry into Late Invasion and Seizure of Public 
Property at Harper's Ferry,  June 15, 1860, Serial Set  1040 
S.rp.278,

“The danger is imminent…”

Medals for Militia and Volunteer Troops Defending Maryland and Pennsylvania in 
1863, April 21, 1904, Serial Set 4584 H.rp.2716



Census of 1880: An Expanding City

Tenth Census, v. 18: 
Social Statistics of 
Cities, pt. 1, Feb. 1, 
1886, Serial Set 2148 
H.misdoc.42/20

“Buffalo is one great distributing point…”

Report of the Select Committee on Transportation-Routes 
to the Seaboard, With Appendix and Evidence, Hearings,  
1873-74, HRG-1873-TRS-0001

Water Resources of State of New York, Pt. 2, November 
26, 1898, Serial Set 3815 H.doc.282



Manufacturing

Tenth Census, v. 18: Social Statistics of Cities, pt. 1, Feb. 1, 1886, 
Serial Set 2148 H.misdoc.42/20

Technology and Agriculture

Yearbook of 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
1900, Apr. 24, 
1901, Serial Set 
4179 H.doc.519



City of Lights

Water-Supply Papers 25; Water Resources of 
State of New York, Pt. 2, Nov. 26, 1898, Serial 
Set 3815 H.doc.282

Niagara Falls

Preservation of Niagara Falls, 1912, Hearing RG-1912-FOA-0003



International Bridge

Annual Report of 
Secretary of War, 
1900, Vol. 2: 
Engineers, 8 
pts., July 2, 1900 
Serial Set 4096 
H.doc.2/28

Convention City

Proceedings of 16th Convention of American 
Instructors of the Deaf, Dec. 10, 1901, Serial 
Set 4230 S.doc.103



Pan‐American Exposition 

Annual report of 
Secretary of War, 
1901, Vol. 1, pt. 2: 
Chiefs of 
Bureaus, Oct. 15, 
1901, Serial Set 
4270 H.doc.2/2

Shot by an Anarchist

State of the Union Address, December 3, 1901, Serial Set 4268 
H.doc.1/1



Buffalo Post Office Scandal

Buffalo Post Office 
Case,
Mar. 27, 1912, 
Hearing  HRG-
1912-EPO-0002

Immigrants

Immigrants in Cities, Study of Selected Districts 
in New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, 
Buffalo, Cleveland, and Milwaukee, with 
Statistics and Tables, 2 vols., Jan. 31, 1910, 
Serial Set 5665 S.doc.338



Education of a Diverse Population

Annual report of National Society of Daughters of American 
Revolution, 1901, June 26, 1902, Serial Set 4250 S.doc.447

Demographics and Health

Eleventh Census: 
Vital and Social 
Statistics, Pt. 2, 
Vital Statistics,
Nov. 10, 1894, 
Serial Set 3034 
H.misdoc.340/27



Buffalo Public Baths

Labor Bureau Bulletins, vol. 09, nos. 53-55, 1904, Nov. 1904, 
Serial Set 4702 H.doc.343

Buffalo Public Library

Annual Report of Smithsonian Institution, 
1903, Pt. 2; National Museum,
Oct. 1, 1903, Serial Set 4741 H.doc.748



1916: A Modern City 

Pan American Union Bulletin, Vol. 42, January-June, 
1916, Serial Set 7082 H.doc.39, June 1916

City Views



Modern Office Buildings

Fine Architecture



A Palatial Art Building

Educational Institutions



Railroads

Annual Report of Smithsonian Institution, 1903, Pt. 1, May 12, 1904, 
Serial Set 4740 H.doc.748

Great Depression

Thirty-Hour Week Bill, Hearings,   Apr. 25, 28, 
May 1-5, 1933, HRG-1933-LAH-0002,

Labor Statistics Bureau Bulletin 637; Money 
Disbursements of Wage Earners, etc., in North 
Atlantic Region, 1934-36. 2 v., Mar. 1939, Serial 
Set 10199 H.doc.430



Aviation and Defense

Army of United States, Serial Set 10312 S.doc.91, June 7, 1939,

St. Lawrence Seaway

Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin. Part 1, Hearings , 1941, HRG-1941-RRH-0019



Buffalo: The 1950s

Land and Water Resources of New England-New York Region,
June 18, 1956 , Serial Set 11995 S.doc.14

Atomic Energy 

Annual Report of Atomic Energy Commission, 1964, Jan. 29, 1965, 
Serial Set 12674 S.doc.8



Flood Control 

Cazenovia Creek Watershed, New York, Sept. 14, 1979, 
Serial Set  13234 S.doc.37

Communist Activities 

Communist  Activities in the Buffalo, N.Y., Area, Hearings, Apr. 1964, HRG-1964-UAH-0002



Subversive Activities

Subversive Influences in Riots, Looting, and Burning. Part 5: Buffalo, 
N.Y., Hearings, June 20, 1968, HRG-1968-UAH-0002

Crime: Drug  Abuse Trafficking

Drug  Abuse and Drug Trafficking in Western New York: Assessing the Threat on the 
Northern Border, Hearings, July 15, 1991, HRG-1991-NAC-0010



Gas Prices

Impact of Increased Gasoline Prices in the Buffalo and Rochester Areas,
Committee Prints, Apr. 2005, CMP-2005-HGR-0012,

Homeland Security

Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative: Perspectives of a Community on the U.S.-Canada 
Border, Hearings, July 20, 2007, HRG-2007-HSC-0038,



Contact 

Marianne Ryan

marianne‐ryan@northwestern.edu

or

Catherine Jervey

catherine.jervey@lexisnexis.com

Questions? 


