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University Libraries

• Fourteen libraries on two campuses including:
– Magrath Library (agriculture and environment)

– Wilson Library (arts and humanities / social 
science / government publications)

– Walter Library (science and engineering)

• Library Instruction / Training

Office of the Vice President for Research 
(OVPR)

• Oversees all aspects of research at the 
University of Minnesota’s five campuses

• Provide guidance to individual researchers

• Manage the system‐wide research enterprise
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Grants & Sponsored Awards at University 
of Minnesota

• One of few universities with Agriculture, 
Medicine and Technology emphasis

• Receive 98% of all federally sponsored 
research grants awarded to higher education 
institutions in Minnesota 

• Nearly $620 million dollars in sponsored 
research awards

Awards Breakdown
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History of Collaboration

• 1990’s – workshops offered by the Bio‐Medical 
Library focusing on print resources

• 2005‐2006 – A campus‐wide “strategic positioning”
effort reported a lack of support for researchers in 
finding funding opportunities or grant writing.

• 2006 – Libraries approached OVPR about the 
potential of a workshop to meet support needs.

History of Collaboration – Initial Meetings

– Assisting researchers in finding and using 
resources 

• Library Strengths ‐ searching and database navigation 
skills

• OVPR Strengths – most grant databases funded by 
OVPR
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History of Collaboration – Initial Meetings

– Connecting users to tools 

• Library strengths ‐ infrastructure for conducting 
workshops and experienced instructors

• OVPR strengths – grant writing experience

History of Collaboration – Initial Meetings

– Helping identify potential collaborators on 
campus

• Library strengths – library liaison program

• OVPR strengths – strong link with Graduate School, 
regular communications with campus groups 
interested in grants and funding, highly regarded on 
campus
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History of Collaboration

• Initial workshops attended by representatives 
from OVPR to field questions and fill in 
information

• Changes made to workshop based on OVPR 
and attendees’ feedback

Promotion

• Office of Vice President for Research 
– OVPR website 
– New Faculty Orientations
– Correspondence with Directors of Graduate 
Studies in each department

• Universities Libraries
– Workshops page
– Library Liaisons
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Workshop Structure

• Offered on all campuses – St. Paul, Mpls‐East 
Bank, Mpls‐West Bank

• Hands‐on Computer Labs (15‐20 computers)

• Length of 1 hour, 15 minutes

• 6 – 8 classes per semester
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Workshop Structure

• Starting Points for your Funding Search

• Grant Funding Databases – A Searcher’s 
Cheatsheet

• Overview of IRIS, SPIN, COS and the 
Foundation Directory Online
– Database searching

– Email alerts

• Evaluation Form
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Workshops

• Over 50 workshops
– Grant Funding
– Grant Funding for Graduate Students

• Over 350 attendees
– Grant administrators
– Undergrad and graduate students
– Faculty and Researchers
– Assigned by several classes

More information

• Office of the Vice President for Research 

http://www.collaborate.umn.edu/

• Kirsten Clark

University of Minnesota Libraries

clark881@umn.edu
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STARTING POINTS FOR YOUR FUNDING SEARCH** 

Leslie Delserone and Julie Kelly, University Libraries 

Tracy McClun, Office of the Vice President for Research 
 

 

  
 

 
 

This resource is a collaborative effort between the Office of the Vice President for Research and the University Libraries. 
 
©2009 Regents of the University of Minnesota -- Twin Cities, the University Libraries, and the Office of the Vice President for Research.  All rights 
reserved.  The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.  This publication is available in alternative formats upon 
request.  Call 612-624-5802.  

 

1.  Network with colleagues working in similar research areas who might have experience and knowledge with 
internal and external funding sources. 
 
 
2.  Use the Office of the Vice-President for Research (OVPR) “Collaborate” homepage as a gateway to opportunities:  
http://www.collaborate.umn.edu/explore/explore_index.html.  

 
 

3.  Research funded proposals to ensure the ‘fundability’ of your idea: 
http://www.collaborate.umn.edu/explore/developing.html:  

• CRISP (biomedical grants) 
• CRIS (agriculture, food and nutrition, forestry grants) 
• U. S. Department of Education 
• Environmental Protection Agency 
• Institute of Museum and Library Services 
• National Endowment for the Arts 
• National endowment for the Humanities 
• National Science Foundation  
• Foundation Directory Online (see “search grants”) 
 

 
4.  Check out internal funding opportunities at the U: 
http://www.collaborate.umn.edu/explore/funding.html (intramural research and graduate student funding). 
 
 
 
5.  Before starting to search in external funding databases, consider how you would describe your search, in broad 
terms: 

• What is your area of interest? 
• How will the money be used? 
• Who are you? 
 

Additional questions to address, once a basic search strategy is determined, include: 
• Where will the research occur? 
• When will the research take place (proposal and funding deadlines)? 

 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6.  Use of many of the external funding databases requires authentication and authorization.  If you are working off-
campus or on a computer not connected to the University network, you may not be recognized as a legitimate user.   
 
In some cases (e.g., Foundation Directory Online), only your x500 user ID and password are required.   
 
For other subscription databases (e.g., SPIN, IRIS, COS), you may need to download and install VPN (Virtual Personal 
Network) software.  VPN software is available at the Academic Computing website, 
http://www1.umn.edu/adcs/help/vpn/.    
 
 
7.  Search in multiple databases (http://www.collaborate.umn.edu/explore/searching.html):  

• IRIS 
• SPIN 
• COS 
• Foundation Directory Online 
• Grants.gov 

 
Where possible, use the advanced search (or main search) option.  Utilize the keywords (the ‘index’) available in 
the database to capture the maximum number of funding possibilities.  Pay attention to whether you are using OR 
(broadening connector) or AND (narrowing connector) when combining keywords. 
 
 
8.  Keep detailed records of your searches (database, keywords, other limiting descriptors, e.g., 
‘postdoctoral’).  Developing a good search strategy is an iterative process. 
 
9.  Save satisfactory searches and set up personalized email alerts, including alerts from Grants.gov and RFP Bulletin 
(see http://www.collaborate.umn.edu/explore/searching.html).  Over time, you may be able to eliminate a database 
as a resource because the alert results are not applicable.   
 
 
10.  Feel free to contact us if you need assistance or have any additional questions: 

• Kate Brooks, Wilson Library: brook392@umn.edu, 612-624-1810 
• Kirsten J. Clark, Wilson Library: clark881@umn.edu, 612-626-7520 
• Leslie Delserone, Magrath Library: delse001@umn.edu, 612-626-6833 
• Nancy Herther, Wilson Library: n-hert@umn.edu, 612-624-2020 
• Julie Kelly, Magrath Library: jkelly@umn.edu, 612-624-4781 
• Jody Kempf, Walter Library: j-kemp@umn.edu, 612-626-1676 
• Tracy McClun, OVPR: tmcclun@umn.edu, 612-624-9250 

 
**Adapted from “How to Get Started with a Search for Funding: A Sample Plan,” Grants & Funding Information 
Service, University of Washington Libraries (http://www.lib.washington.edu/gfis) 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Began as a grant written by Dr. Tadeo Reyna 
in 2007
Library already teaches Federal government 
grant resources
Find non-profit grant resources
Why Jernigan Library?  
Why me?

Started small with FDO classes on 
campus

Always included Federal 
Government grant resources
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Local area groups
◦ Keep Kingsville Beautiful
◦ Rivera Beautification 
◦ Kingsville Symphony

Campus departments
◦ Environmental Engineering
◦ Wildlife & Ranch Management
◦ Graduate students 

Working with the Office of 
Sponsored Research (OSR)
◦OSR teaches SPIN & Grants.gov
◦ Library presentation teaches Federal 
Grant resources & the Foundation 
Center Online (FDO)
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TAMU-SA - new branch
• Non-Profit Resource Center of 

Texas
• Presenting in the Valley and South 

Texas
• Presenting to special groups
• Developing a Donor base

Any Questions?  
Please contact 
◦ Victoria Lynn Packard
◦ Texas A&M University – Kingsville
◦ Vpackard@tamuk.edu
◦ 361-593-2918
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