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AGRICOLA update  AGRICOLA update  

AGRICOLA Codes have been updated
Links to full text
– Links to the publishers’ sites
– DOI links
– Links to the USDA publications

NALT (NAL Thesaurus) now has a 
Glossary and Spanish terms

AGRICOLA SUBJECT 
CATEGORY CODES
AGRICOLA SUBJECT 
CATEGORY CODES

The Next Generation
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The AGRICOLA Subject Category 
Codes were revisited and revised
The AGRICOLA Subject Category 
Codes were revisited and revised

New codes were added to help 
track funding

Some older codes were subdivided
for greater granularity

New Category Codes                            New Category Codes                            

J710 Alternative Farming Systems

L105 Animal Welfare

P010 Invasive Species

P050 Conservation and Wildlife
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Additional codes for greater granularity:Additional codes for greater granularity:
X150 Bioinformatics, Computational Biology, 
Biometrics, Biostatistics, Biomathematics
X200 Computer Science and Information 
Technology
X250 Library and Information Science
X320 General Genetics, Genetic Engineering, 
Biotechnology, and Genomics
X330 Ecology and Environment
X340 Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, and 
Biophysics
X350 Microbiology, Bacteriology, and Virology
X300 Life Sciences

More: More: 
X380 Human Medicine, Health, and Safety
X385 Public Health and Epidemiology
X387 Occupational and Industrial Safety and 
Hygiene
X800 Social Sciences, Humanities, and Education
X840 General Political Science
X600 Technology
X620 Photography, Remote Sensing, GIS, and 
Geospatial
X650 Technology Transfer
X700 Economics and Marketing Research
X750 Management and Decision Making
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Check the codes list to see if any would 
be useful to you.
Check the codes list to see if any would 
be useful to you.

NAL Catalog
– AGRICOLA Help

Subject Category Codes 
http://agricola.nal.usda.gov/help/categor
ycodes.html

Using AGRICOLA Subject CodesUsing AGRICOLA Subject Codes

Use the appropriate codes with search 
terms for more complete retrieval 
– Example: for plant viruses us VIRUS? 

VIRAL F833 and combine with the 
plant name
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Search without the code:Search without the code:

Gets 32 citationsGets 32 citations
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Add the code F833Add the code F833

Gets 39 citationsGets 39 citations
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Use the Codes to filter your resultsUse the Codes to filter your results

Codes can be truncated to focus your 
search
– Example:  Use T? to only get Human 

Nutrition or Q? to get Food Science
Use codes to exclude unwanted 
material
– Exclude L500 to get rid of animal 

nutrition studies

Corn and Nutrition got 3093Corn and Nutrition got 3093
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Exclude Animal Nutrition (L500)=2338Exclude Animal Nutrition (L500)=2338

Use the new codes to browse recent 
additions
Use the new codes to browse recent 
additions

Use the P010 to see recent additions to 
Invasive Species  (360)
Or use INVASIVE SPECIES (as a 
phrase) with the code to get a more 
thorough search (2832)
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Using P010 only gets citations added 
since the new codes were added
Using P010 only gets citations added 
since the new codes were added

Using keywords takes you back into the 
older literature.
Using keywords takes you back into the 
older literature.
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Click on About AGRICOLAClick on About AGRICOLA

For a complete list of AGRICOLA 
Subject Category Codes Codes
For a complete list of AGRICOLA 
Subject Category Codes Codes
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Searching AGRICOLASearching AGRICOLA

Use Keyword Search if you want to be 
able to reuse the search to combine 
with other searches
Use Advanced Search to create 
complicated strings
– You can send the URL from the 

search to a client/customer and the 
search will re-execute.
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Advanced Search results can be sent as a 
link to reduce message size
Advanced Search results can be sent as a 
link to reduce message size

Send a brief message that can be 
executed to get the most recent results:
Send a brief message that can be 
executed to get the most recent results:

Send the strategy: 
– (skey invasive species OR tkey invasive species

OR 072a P010)AND(skey insect? OR tkey insect?
OR 072a F821) 

Send the link which contains the strategy:
– http://agricola.nal.usda.gov/cgi-

bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&CNT=20&CMD=%2
8skey+invasive+species+OR+tkey+invasive+speci
es+OR+072a+P010%29AND%28skey+insect%3F
+OR+tkey+insect%3F+OR+072a+F821%29&STA
RTDB=AGRIDB
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Links to full testLinks to full test

Many citations have links to the publishers’
sites – if your institution has access you can 
get the full text
Older USDA pubs have been scanned and 
added to the NALDR (NAL Digital Repository) 
with records in AGRICOLA for most
Newer pubs are being added as they are 
published and a record is added to 
AGRICOLA

Some records have links to the publisher:Some records have links to the publisher:
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The NALDR (Digital Repository)The NALDR (Digital Repository)
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NALT (NAL Thesaurus)NALT (NAL Thesaurus)

Provides a controlled vocabulary for 
searching the Articles database in 
AGRICOLA (~68,000 terms)
– To search books and articles use 

synonyms
– Use hierarchies to generate more search 

terms
Provides Spanish terms
Includes a glossary on many terms (2400 and 
growing)

NAL Thesaurus (NALT) 
68,000 and growing
NAL Thesaurus (NALT) 
68,000 and growing

Check the NALT for controlled 
vocabulary and synonyms
Find Spanish equivalents
Check the glossary for definitions to 
more than 2400 terms
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Find a link on the Catalog home page:Find a link on the Catalog home page:

You can search for terms:You can search for terms:
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You can find broader terms and 
related terms

You can find broader terms and 
related terms
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You can look at the hierarchies:You can look at the hierarchies:

Search the NALDR full textSearch the NALDR full text

There are records in AGRICOLA for 
most of the records in NALDR 
– Searching AGRICOLA uses the 

metadata of the records
The NALDR platform allows full text 
searching
– For searches of more obscure 

material, go directly to NALDR
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Questions?Questions?

Thank you!


