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Purpose of the ACS

• Collect Detailed Decennial Census 
Sample Data Every Month Instead of 
Only Once Each Decade

• Release Tabulations of These Data on a 
Yearly Basis
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• Restructure and Simplify the 2010 Census 

– Improve the accuracy of Census 
coverage

– Improve the relevance and timeliness of 
detailed data

– Reduce operational risk

– Contain cost

Purpose of the ACS
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Why is the ACS important?

• Many federal agencies set policy at the 
national and state levels using census 
data

• The ACS allows federal agencies to 
respond to trends in a timely manner by 
providing up to date data for use in 
allocation formulas
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ACS Facts
• Response is required by Title 13

• Respondents must answer all questions

• Estimates are “ok”

• Questionnaire assistance hotline

• Administered by the Regional Offices

• Multiple methods of data collection for 
non-responders
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• Three month data collection period

• Three modes of data collection

– Mail

– Computer Assisted Telephone Interview (CATI)

– Computer Assisted Personal Interview (CAPI)

• Data is confidential

ACS Operations
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Information collected in the ACS
• Age and relationship

• Grandparents responsible for 
grandchildren

• Disability

• Language spoken at home and English 
fluency

• Income

• Housing costs
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ACS Data Products Release Schedule

Data products are released in the year following the single-year or 
multi-year period in which data are collected.
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ACS Release Schedule

• Aug. 28, 2007: ACS income, earnings and 
poverty data

• Sept. 12, 2007: ACS social, economic and 
housing characteristics, demographic and 
housing estimates, and Public Use Microdata 
Samples (PUMS) data

• Sept. 27, 2007: ACS group quarters and 
selected population profiles/tables
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2006 Geographic Areas
Type of Legal, Administrative, 
or Statistical Area

Number 
included in 

2006 ACS for 
the United 

States

Number 
included in 
2006 PRCS 
for Puerto 

Rico

Nation 1 --

1

Census Regions and Census 
Divisions

13 -- 100%

Urban/Rural State Components 
(excluding DC)

50 1 100%

1

30

100%

Public Use Micro Data Sample 
Areas

2,068* 100%

51

436

Percent of 
All Such 

Areas 
Covered 
in 2006

100%

100%

States (including DC and Puerto 
Rico)

Congressional Districts
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2006 Geographic Areas
Type of Legal, 
Administrative, or 
Statistical Area

Number 
included in 

2006 ACS for 
the United 

States

Percent of 
All Such 

Areas

Number 
included in 
2006 PRCS 
for Puerto 

Rico

Percent of 
All Such 

Areas 
Covered 
in 2006

11 69%

15%
100%

3%
--

--
53%

Counties and Municipios 783 25% 12
1
7
--

--
23

Metropolitan, Micropolitan 
and Combined Statistical 
Areas

630 59%

School Districts 922 8%

Minor Civil Divisions 187 1%
Other Geographic Areas 2,240 3%

504
17

2%
3%

Places
American Indian and 
Alaska Native Areas
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ACS Data Products 
• Detailed Tables
• Comparison Profile
• Single Year and Narrative Profiles
• Ranking Tables
• Public Use Microdata Sample Files (PUMS)
• Thematic Maps
• Subject Tables
• Selected Population Profiles
• Geographic Comparison Tables
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Sampling Error
• Sampling error occurs when estimates are 

derived from a sample rather than a census 
of the population.

• Standard error is an estimate of the precision 
of the estimates. 

• The margin of error describes the precision 
of the estimate for a given confidence level 
and standard error.

• Tools used to prevent incorrect conclusions
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Detailed Tables  (a.k.a. “Base Tables”)
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Data Profiles
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Ranking Tables
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Geographic Comparison Tables
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Subject Tables
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Selected Population Profiles
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http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/acs_pums_2005.html
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2005 User’s Guide
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http://www.census.gov/acs
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Plans for 2007 Release of 
2006 ACS GQ Data

• Total population in tables when 
appropriate

• GQ profiles for selected characteristics 
for the nation and some states

• GQ profiles by 7 major GQ types 
nationally
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Proposed 2008 ACS Content Changes

• Short form items will be consistent with  
2010 Census changes

• Other item changes will be based on the 
results of the 2006 ACS Content Test

• Three new questions may be added

• Seasonal Residence topic and Veteran 
Years of Service question will be deleted
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Health Insurance Coverage
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Marital History
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Veteran’s Service-connected Disability
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For More Information

Kenneth Bryson
301-763-1911
kenneth.r.bryson@census.gov

American Community Survey Office
1-888-346-9682
cmo.acs@census.gov
www.census.gov/acs/www

ACS Alert
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Special/Alerts.htm

mailto:cmo.acs@census.gov
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